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re])rpseiit the wliob' of tlio l^ritlsb pojxilation fnio, all tho nieiTi-

))»MS i)f' tlio pi'()viii('i;il parliamoiit n'turiU'd l»y i\w Township
HhoaldbeC'Onstitutioiiallsts. 'I'liis, liowever, is not tliecase. Tlio

lar^'ost Brit is!) county, StJinstead, n'tunu'd nicnilKTH in favour

of the elective prhiciph" by a majority of thre«? to one. Another
Hritish Townshij) county, Drnniniond, returned a '* Kesolu-

tionist
'" unanimously, whilst in the county of Sherhrooke,

whirl) is the .stronj:; hold of colonial Toryism, and of the

J*ritish American Land (M)ni|)Hny, tlie '* Constitutional

members |>p<'\ailed only by a bare majority. Hence it is

that the number of the (/onstitutiomdisls is so thoroujjhly

cr)utemittible—is in fact not over one-third of the •whole

Bi'itisli ])opulation. In fact «mt of the cities of (Quebec and
Montreal the (JonstiTutionalists are utterly powerless, and even

there they would scarcely 1)0 heai'd of but for a control, [»urely

mercantile, over a noisy press.

In the upper province the minority is not ([uite so weak in

Handlers as in Lower Canada, but it is still a weak minority.

Its force at the last el '<;tion has been already stated at one-

third of the pojnilation, but from the rapid progress of opinion,

and the siux'ess of the principles of reform in Lower Canada,
and in the mother country, the number has been considerably

diminished, perhaps to one-fcmrth. The organization of the

liberal party in Upper Canada, is moreover very complete.

There is a "'Central Canadiati Alliance Society" at Toronto, the

caj)ital, of which the most able and energetic men are members.
This society lias branch societies all over the (M)untry. By
means of th«\se societies, a constant communication is kept up
all over the province. This, however, is not all. In Lower
Canada similar associations have been forme<l, which are also

in communication with those of the Upper Province. At the

opening of the Lower Canadian session, two influential mem-
bers of the Toronto Alliance Society (W. L. Mackenzie, Es«j.,

and Dr. O'Crrady) visited (Quebec for the purpose of commu-
nicating with the leading men of Lower Canada, on the course

to be adopted for ju'ocuring that reform which both provinces

desire, 'fhe result of this mission was satisfactory to the

refoi'mers of both piN)vinces. As far, therefore, as the strength

of parties in the ('anadas is concerned, the British ministry

need not be alarmed at the coh")nial Tory threat of rebellion.

As for a junction with tlie Ifnited States, the value of this

threat may be tried by the interests of the party using it. I'ht;

princi])le of the American government is, " that the peo])le are

the (mly legitin)ate source of |»olitical power." If independent

Canada slu)uld ( esire to be admitted into the union, she would
still retain Iwv own form of government and laws, the only

condition being that of giving up a portion of the sovenugn
power, - namely, making war, coini]ig money, regulating

(external trade, (S.'c. -to the g( Jieral i^overnment. In return for

this she woubl obtain a voice in the affairs of the union, by


