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Maftcr of a fluall Prize informed him that Monficur T>n Cue Tro-

•vine was at "Paris ; that three of his Sliips from the H'lji- Indies

were not arrive^l, one of 70, one of 60, and another of ^4 Guns,
and that the Alars^ which had loft all her Marts, was put into lomc
Port of Gailieia.

Having got four Ships of his Squadron refitted and vidluallcd at

Tlimonth^^Xto which Port he was obliged to return) lie put to Sea

with them, and had Intelligence that Monficur 'Z)« CdJJc arrived at

the Groyne the 7th of February, with only one Ship of 60
Guns in his Company , and that as foon as the Spauijh Money
was landed, he was to repair to Madrid, but that the Ships follow-

ing would be ready to iail the i8th, namely, the St. Michael of
76 Guns, the 60 Gun Ship before-mentioned, and one of 4c, toge-

ther with the Mars of 60 Guns, which was one of Monficur 2)a
Cue Trovine's Squadron, and being dilabled, they would take her

in a Tow.
This made him ufe his utmoft Endeavours to get ofT of Breff, in

hopes of meeting them, but Ipeaking with the Mafter of a Vclfel on
the 13d belonging to Hamburgh, which came from Bourdcaux, he
gave an Account that the S. Michael'?, Boar had been on board him

,„,,;;,. Ibmc Days before, about thirty Leagues Weftward oi Belle IJle, and
<•/ he cxadlly dclcribcd the other Ships before-mentioned, which, as

he laid, flood N. E. to go through the Race oiFontenay, iulbmuch

that he believed they got into Breji the zift.

Sir Thomas Hardy had but little Succels againft the Enemy be-

fore the beginning of Auguft, when chafing fix Ships and a Tartan,

one of them lioifted a broad white Pendant at Main-top-raaft Head,
ihortened Sail, and making the Signal for a Line of Battel, tacked,

and ftood tow ards him, believing (as it was afterwards owned) that

A French
°"'" Ships wcte Privatccts oiFluJhingy with two Prizes ; but when

squadron dif- thcy camc nearer, and found themlelves deceived, they kept their

''''T''ffi"''
Wind, and made all the Sail they could, as our Ships did after them,

every one endeavouring to come up as foon as it was poftible. At
Five in the Afternoon Sir Thomas coming near one of them, which

was the Criffin, a Ship of the King's, but lent out to the Mer-
chants, of 44 Guns, with two hundred and fifty Men, commanded
by the Chevalier B'^/r^ Knight of the Order oi St. Louis, fhe

Ihortened fail, and brought to, when (ending fomc of his Officers

on board our Flag, he let him know by them that he was bound

with Bale Goods to La Vera Cruz, and that before he failed from

Breft, he received Letters from Taris, alTuring him he might in

few Days expedt the Queen of Great Britain's Pafs, but that his

Friends advifed him not to lole an Opportunity of a Wind by ftay-

ing for it ; to which he was anfwered, that if he had not the Pafs

on board the Ship was lawful Prize, whereupon he fubraitted with-

out any Rcfiftance.

Sir Thomas Hardy fent his Lieutenant to the Ship ncarcft him,

with Diredions to her Commander to afTift in taking PofTcflion of

the Prize, and not fhortening Sail himfelf, with the reft of the Ships

under his Command chaicd the remainder of the Enemy, who made
all

CO

the G
taken

iffin


