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must have relapsed into l)arl)arisni. Such checks were focind,

first, in the rivalry of the chiefs themselves, whose mutual jealousy

made them restraints upon one another ; seconilly, in the in-

fluence of the Church, which, by every moti e, i)ure or selfish,

was pledged to interpose for the protet tion of the weak ; and

lastly, in the g(;nerosity and sense of right which, however crushed

under the weight of passion and sell'ishness, dwell naturally in

the heart of man. From this last source sprang Chivalry, which

framed an ideal of the heroic character, combining invincible

strength and valor, justice, modesty, loyahy to superiors, courtesy

to equals, comjjassion to weakness, and devotedness to the Church;

an ideal which, if never met with in real life, was acknowledged

by all as the highest model for emulation.

The word Chivalry is derived from the French cheiml, a horse.

The word knight, which originally meant boy or servant, was

j)articularly applied to a young man after he was admitted to the

privilege of bearing arms. This ])rivilege was conferred on

youths of family and fortune only, for the mass of the people

were not furnished with arms. The knight then was a mounted

warrior, a man of rank, or in the service and maintenance of

some man cf rank, generally possessing some independent means

of support, but often relying mainly on the gratitude of those

whom he served for the supply of his wants.

}n time of war the knight was, with his followers, in the camp

of his sovereign, or commanding in the field. In time of peace

he was often in attendance at his sovereign's court, gracing with

his presence the banquets and tournaments with which princes

cheered their leisure. Or he was traversing the country in quest

of adventure, professedly bent on redressing wrongs and enforc-

ing rights, sometimes in fulfilment of some vow of religion or of

love. These wandering knights were called knights-errant

;

they were welcome guests in the castles of the nobility, for their

presence enlivened the dullness of those secluded abodes, and

they were received with honor at the abbeys, which often owed
the best part of their revenues to the patronage of the knights

;

but if no castle or abbey or hermitage were at hand, their hardy

habits made it not intolerable to them to lie down, supperless, at

the foot of some wayside cross, and pass the night.

It is evident that the justice administered by such an instru-


