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CHAPTER XVI.

Earliest discovery of the Nortli-West land—Darke at 40° north latitade-New Albion

—An adventurous (J reek -A wonderful solution—Tlie North- West passage

supposed to be discovered—Cook —The meta incognita vainly sought—Knglish

gold avails not—Cook led astray by a scientitic error—The first Englishman in

de Fuca Strait— N'ancouver at last—A great discovery.

CHArTER XVII.

Vancouver's description —Sustained by Colonists and travellera—A striking contrast

Less rainy than England—Autumn longer—Interesting table—Climate favorable

to invalids- High winds rare—Spring and early summer—Very early harvest-

South sea winds—Arctic currents—Snow-capped mountains—Absence of sult-

riness—The China current.

CHAPTER XVIII.

The case stated—The same unfairly argued—Facts—Great fertility—Improvement

only commencing—Exportation and importation—Produce per acre—Splendid

vegetables—^Extensive arable tracts—Seed grain and cattle imported— Fxcellent

grazing lands— Harbovi, iron, coa', gold, &c.—Quantities of Hour exported

—

Quantity of coal raised— Taxada Island—Salmon largely exported—Abundance

of p'ne--Furs and hides—Enormous export of gold—Lord Dufferin bears witoess

—Expanse of pastoral lands—Vistas of fertile valleys—General aspect—Pine

tree 250 feet high—A more recent writer—Climate—^Thermometor—Influence of

tht American desert— Scenery- -General view—A " sea of mountains "—Plateaus

of fertility—Harbors—Roadsteads—Salubrity—Verdant valleys.

STATISTICS
\

^'^""'^ railways

( Snice railways began.

Provincial exports fro-n Victoria, ( Mines $467 261
B.C. for one Quarter in 1880. .

' Fisheviex 101 820
( Animals and their products. . . 139 795

Total of exports for said quarter. .$703 576
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