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gel had come to him and had told him that there was still
hope. Hapless as his condition was, he might still pray
for mercy, and might possibly find it. He tried to pray,
and found it very hard. The devil whispered again that
God was tired of him; God wanted to be rid of him and
his importunities, and had, therefore, allowed him to com-
mit this particular sin that he might hear no more of him.
He remembered Esau, and thought that this might be
too true: “the saying about Esau was a flaming sword
barring the way of the tree of life to him.” Still he would
not give in.  ‘‘I can but die,” he said to himself ; “ and if
it must be so, it shall be said that such an one died at the
feet of Christ in prayer.”

He was torturing himself with illusions. Most of the
saints in the Catholic Calendar have done the same. The
most remorseless philosopher can hardly refuse a certain
admiration for this poor uneducated village fad struggling
so bravely in the theological spider’s web. The  Profess-
ors” could not comfort him, having nevef experienced
similar distresses in their own persons. He consulted “an
Antient Christian,” telling him that he feared that he had
sinned against the Holy Ghost. The Antient Christian
answered gravely that he thought so too. The devil hav-
ing him at advantage, began to be witty with him. The
devil suggested that, as he had offended the second or
third Person of the Trinity, he had better pray the Father
to mediate for him with Christ and the Holy Spirit. Then
the devil took another turn. Christ, he said, was really
sorry for Bunyan, but his case was beyond remedy. Bun-
yan's sin was so peculiar, that it was not of the nature of
those for which He had bled and died, and had not, there-
fore, been laid to His charge. To justify Bunyan he must
come down and die again, and that was not to be thought




