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which they live. Admitting that they are fairly satisfied with
British policy toward the land of their adoption, they are by no
means pleased with even the present treatment of Ireland, while

any reference to the past produces the reverse of a soothing

effect on the average Celtic mind. With reference to the present

generation of native Canadians, say from forty years of age

downward, and to the immigrants some time in the country,

the majority, besides experiencing those "Cosmopolitan influences

so actively at work among the most advanced communities

within the last thirty years, have gradually come to regard the

United States as an extension of the United Kingdom and
Canada. They consider its people a race with which they must
have business and social relations, and among whom many
of them may, sooner or later, take up their permanent abode.

The republic, in their estimation, affords them the most profitable

sphere for their energies, and vast numbers of them annually

enter it to push their fortunes. The fact that there is scarcely a

family in the Dominion, French, German, or British, but has

members or relatives living in the United States, operates as a

mighty moral force in the interest of peace and closer commun-
ion. The feeling toward England is very different. However
much she may be admired and loved by a great portion of the

colonists, the masses of Canada feel that their fortunes, with

those of their children's children, are invclved in the fate of this

northern continent.

As all men are influenced by their own interests, it is easy

to understand that the trading classes would like free access

to larger markets, which political and commercial union would
afford. They keenly feel, particularly in times of depression,

that their field of operations is very limited, with a population

of only four millions, scattered over a territory nearly four thou-

sand miles from east to west, with little more than an attenu-

ated line of frontier and river settlements. Most Canadians are

aware that the United States offer every variety of climate as well

as of vegetable productions, to suit all constitutions, tastes, and
necessities. The vast development gf their manufacturing and
mining industries, together with the rapid settlement of their

wild lands, holds out substantial prospects of profitable employ-

ment to all comers of whatever race or craft. In fact, the mar-

velous expansion of the industry, commerce, and population of

the Republic during the last twenty years, despite the terrible
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