SENATE

OPENING OF THE SESSION

The Right H.onourable' Sir Lyman P. Duff,
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada,

* Deputy Governor General, having come and

being seated,

The Hon. the SPEAKER commanded the
Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod to pro-
ceed to the House of Commons and acquaint
that House that: “ It is the Right Honourable
the Deputy Governor General’s desire that
they attend him immediately in the Senate.”

Who being come,

The Hon. the Speaker said:

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

I have it in command to let you know that
His Excellency the Governor General does not
see fit to declare the causes of his summoning
the present Parliament "of Canada, until a
Speaker of the House of Commons shall have
been chosen, according to law; but this after-
noon, at the hour of three o’clock, His Excel-
lency will declare the causes of his calling
this Parliament.

The Right Honourable the Deputy Governor
General was pleased to retire, and the House
of Commons withdrew.

The sitting of the Senate was resumed.

The Senate adjourned until 245 p.m. this
day.

The Senate met at 245 p.m., the Speaker in
the Chair.

The Senate adjourned during pleasure.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

At three o’clock His Excellency the Governor
General proceeded to the Senate Chamber

and took his seat upon the Throne. His
Excellency was pleased to command the
attendance of the House of Commons, and
that House being come with their Speaker,
His Excellency was pleased to open the First
Session of the Eighteenth Parliament of the
Dominion of Canada with the following
speech

Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:

I meet you under the shadow of the loss
which Canada, in common with all parts of
the Empire, has ‘sustained in the death of our
late beloved Sovereign, King George V. The
sorrow so universally expressed is but one of
the many evidences of the great regard in
which his late Majesty was held by all men
and nations. In no part of the King’s
dominions has the sense of national and per-
sonal loss been more deeply felt than in Can-
ada. King George’s patience and wisdom, his
example of courage and devotion to duty,
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throughout a reign of unparalleled anxieties,
will be held in all our memories as a great
heritage.

I join with you in extending profound sym-
pathy in their bereavement to King Edward
VIII, Her Majesty Queen Mary, and all the
members of the Royal Family. Toward the
new King, there already exists, on the part
of the people of Canada, a feeling of personal
attachment and affection, occasioned by His
Majesty’s visits to this country, and the many
friendships and wide acquaintances formed
during the years he was known to us all as the
Prince of Wales. To these sentiments will
now be added in increasing measure those of
loyalty and devotion.

I am profoundly sensible of the great honour
of having been chosen as the King’s repre-
sentative in (Canada. I am pleased that my
meeting with the members of both Houses
should be at the beginning of the first session
of the Eighteenth Parliament. It is with the
greatest pleasure that I look forward to the
associations of the mext few years.

The seriousness of the international situ-
ation has contributed to the world’s anxieties.
My ministers are confident that they express
the conviction of the people of Canada in
adhering to the aims and ideals of the League
of Nations, and in seeking, in unison with
members of the League as well as with other
nations, to support by all appropriate and
practical means the maintenance of peace,
and the establishment of a world order based
on justice and equity.

Unemployment continues to be Canada’s most
urgent national problem. While there is an
increase in the number of persons employed,
the number of those on relief shows no
abatement.

As a means of dealing with present emer-
gency conditions, you will be asked, with the
approval of the governments of all the prov-
inces of Canada, to make provision for the
establishment of a representative national com-
mission, which will co-operate with the prov-
inces and municipalities in an endeavour to
provide work for the unemployed, and in the
supervision of unemployment relief. The com-
mission, which will be assisted by a represen-
tative advisory committee, will aim at effecting
nation-wide co-operative effort toward increas-
ing opportunities of gainful employment.

Transfer of the camps established for the
care of single homeless men from the Depart-
ment of National Defence to the Department
of Labour is in process of being effected.
Every effort will be made to close the camps
altogether at as early a date as expanding
employment opportunities permit.

A royal commission has been appointed to
inquire into conditions in the textile industry,
as the result of the closing down on January
18 of one of the textile plants in the city
of Sherbrooke, thereby occasioning, in mid-
winter, and at a time of unemployment, great
hardship to hundreds of employees and their
families. My ministers are of the opinion that
industries should recognize an obligation to
co-operate in every manner possible in con-
tinuing and providing employment, and that
Labour and consumers have a right to have
their voice heard, and influence felt, in the
control of industrial policy. Where these ends



