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ance Bureau of Canada and has learned that insurance compa-
nies do not ask their applicants if they own a gun because they
are not an identifiable risk group.

If gun ownership represented any risk or liability, insurance
companies would charge gun owners a higher premium for life,
health, disability, liability and property insurance. They do not.

How can the justice minister say gun owners are an identifi-
able risk when insurance companies disagree? Unlike the minis-
ter who makes his arguments based solely on emotion, insurance
companies make their decisions based on empirical evidence
because they make their living assessing real risk.

YORK REGION SENIOR GAMES

Mr. Jag Bhaduria (Markham—Whitchurch—Stouffville,
Ind. Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday I was pleased to attend the
opening ceremonies of the York Region Senior Games being
held in Whitchurch—Stouffville, the federal riding I have the
privilege to represent.

The games are held annually in the York region and provide
senior citizens with an opportunity to participate in numerous
sporting events. From badminton and bowling to golf, tennis,
swimming and even triathlon, seniors from across the region
engage in extremely competitive matches. The winners of
events at the games will go on to compete internationally in their
respective sports.

These games, jointly sponsored by the federal new horizons
program and the Ontario Ministry of Culture, Tourism and
Recreation, provide many seniors with an outlet for physical
fitness as well as the opportunity to establish and maintain
friendships with their extended community.

I wish each and every competitor success and, more impor-
tant, a good time over the course of the senior games.

FREDERICTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Mr. Andy Scott (Fredericton—York—Sunbury, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I extend congratulations to
the Fredericton Chamber of Commerce on winning the 1995
Chairman’s Award. This award is given to the Atlantic prov-
ince’s chamber of the year.

The award was in recognition for the Fredericton chamber’s
business development initiatives in 1994-95. The Fredericton
Chamber of Commerce contributes annually to the Greater
Fredericton Economic Development Corporation. In addition to
financial support, the chamber has a member on the board.

Further, the chamber has played a leading role in the commer-
cialization initiative at the Fredericton airport and has contrib-
uted generally to the growth of Fredericton’s information based
economy.

Congratulations to past president Stuart Blair, present presi-
dent Bill Macmakin and Krista Hamilton and her staff. It is
thanks to these people and to these kinds of initiatives that my
riding continues to find success in attracting new businesses and
providing leadership in the growing new economy.
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TOURISM

Mr. Francis G. LeBlanc (Cape Breton Highlands—Canso,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the Nova Scotia
government for showing strong leadership in the area of tourism
development across the province and in particular on Cape
Breton Island.

For the past 37 years the people of Cape Breton have been
patiently waiting for the development of an infrastructure
system worthy of its international tourist destinations, including
the beautiful Cabot Trail, salmon fishing on the Margaree and
Canada’s best kept secret, the magnificent Fortress of Louis-
bourg.

Tourism is an $834 million industry accounting for over
35,000 jobs across Nova Scotia. On Cape Breton Island this
translates into almost 7,000 jobs and $177 million in revenues.
The potential for growth here is almost unlimited as new
markets are sought.

For a region that has been devastated by a downturn in the
fisheries and a 24 per cent unemployment rate, the completion
of the Fleur-de-lis highway is more than just about a tourist
trail. It is the completion of a transportation system that offers
hope, survival and vital long term economic growth to coastal
communities which would otherwise disappear. It is a road that
paves the way to a self-sufficient and proud future.

As the member for Cape Breton Highlands—Canso I say
congratulations to the Nova Scotia government. I invite all
Canadians to come to Cape Breton this summer for a vacation to
remember for a lifetime.
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BIKE L.A.

Mr. John Richardson (Perth—Wellington—Waterloo,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise in the House today to pay tribute to a
constituent, Elaine Strawbridge.

Presently Ms. Strawbridge is participating with 50 fellow
Canadians in Bike L.A., a fundraising bike tour to support the
Habitat for Humanity Organization.

The 4,000-kilometre bike trek began in Winnipeg on May 20
and is travelling through six states for 30 days before reaching



