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and has an awful lot to say about the state of our Criminal Code.
Otherwise Revenue Canada officials could have prohibited
entry of this game into our country.

I would like to point out that similarly women would not be
protected under this section of the Criminal Code as gender does
not fall within the confines defining what constitutes hate
propaganda.

Therefore if the dead bodies were that of white Canadian
women the game would also be acceptable to pass through our
borders under subsection 318(4) of the Criminal Code. How
have we regressed to the point where we have no equality before
the law? It is no wonder this country cannot eradicate the
problem of violence against women and children when sections
of the Criminal Code such as 318(4) provide no protection for
them.
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I understand that under tariff code 9956 of schedule 7 to the
Customs Tariff, Revenue Canada can prohibit the importation of
certain material into Canada. Material suspected of being trea-
sonable, seditious, obscene or hate propaganda is inspected by
Revenue Canada officials and if it is determined to come within
the terms of tariff code 9956, its importation is prohibited.

According to the Minister of National Revenue, his officials
have reviewed a version of the serial killer board game and
determined it did not fall within the confines of tariff code 9956
which has necessitated private member’s Bill C-214.

I do not know what obscene means to revenue officials but to
me and as is defined in the dictionary it means highly offensive.
If the game depicting the murder of babies is not highly
offensive, I do not know what is. Anything that glorifies killing
and depicts serial murders as victorious is very offensive to me
and the people I represent. I really do not understand what is
happening in our country, what is happening to the sense of
decency and morality that was once so indicative of a country
whose values were second to none.

What kind of a message are we sending people when we allow
a game of this nature to enter our country? It is the same message
we send when we allow a murderer serving a life sentence to be
eligible for parole after 15 years, when we give a convict a day
pass to rape and kill again, when we pay a serial killer hands-
omely to provide law authorities with information regarding the
location of his victim’s bodies or when we permit a person in
prison who was a partner of one of the most horrific sexual
slayings in this country to own a microwave, a television set,
take university courses and to decorate her cell with whimsical
cartoon characters when law-abiding Canadians struggle to
obtain similar assets.

Another major area of concern, of course, is the Young
Offenders Act which is currently ineffective in stopping the
growing number of youth engaged in criminal and violent
activities. There has been considerable discussion regarding this
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area of law and private member’s Bill C-217 is currently before
the House. The purpose of this bill is threefold. To lower the age
limits that define who is a young person for purposes of the
Young Offenders Act, to allow the publication of the name of a
young offender who has been convicted of an indictable offence
on two previous occasions and to increase the maximum penalty
in the Young Offenders Act for first and second degree murder to
10 years.

I commend the hon. member for York South—Weston for his
initiative in this area. I cannot say at this time that I agree 100
per cent with the suggested amendments, however I do believe
they warrant discussion and analysis.

Stopping the importation of material such as the serial killer
board game or serial killer cards is a necessary component in
providing the proper environment for our children to grow up in.
How can we expect them to adhere to a prescribed set of rules
and moral conduct if we have games or literature that are
contradictory? How will they ever understand wrong from right
if we say one thing and our store shelves are filled with games or
literature that defies what we have told them?

We know a world of corruption lies beyond our front doors.
Every day in this country Canadians are warned of the unspeak-
able things that can happen to their children and they are urged
to make their children street smart.

Allowing the serial killer board game into this country goes
against the moral conscience of Canadians and everything we as
parents are trying to do to raise our children io be moraliy
correct human beings.

Our job as legislators is to provide leadership and direction
through our laws. If we do not amend the Criminal Code we will
be telling our children that we believe killing babies, killing
innocent and defenceless members of society, is all right even if
it is only in a game.

In conclusion, when we do this we are allowing violent and
immoral behaviour to further proliferate in this country. I stand
in support of this bill.

Mr. Russell MacLelian (Parliamentary Secretary to Min-
ister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada): Madam
Speaker, I welcome the opportunity this evening to speak to Bill
C-214 introduced by the hon. member for Glengarry—Pres
cott—Russell.

This bill proposes to amend the existing Criminal Code
definition of identifiable group which is found in that part of the
code dealing with hate propaganda so as to include the term age.
The new definition would apply to all of the hate propaganda
offences.
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The search for the proper role of the law in respect to hate
propaganda is especially difficult because it forces us to review



