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the benefits. 1 cannot agree with my friends to my left who are
afraid to seli a little coal. British Columbia bas thousands of
years of coal stocks, mounitains of it. The deveiopment of the
raiiway would open up a new portion of the province and allow
ancillary mines and industries to develop through the area. Yet
there are arguments, there is nit-picking, niggardiiness rather
than a push to make the deal and get the job done. The
taxation accruing to the federal government from this deal
would more than meet any up front money the government of
British Columbia is seeking.

Early this afternoon an hon. member gave some figures for
research and development in this country which illustrate how
backward we are in this area. Out of a population of 23
million, 21,519 people are engaged in research and develop-
ment. This must make us the laughing stock of the world. It is
almost criminal that a government could avoid thinking about
this, couid avoid changing the situation.

This government spent aIl its time worrying about some-
thing the country is not worried about, that the country is not
even thinking about. It forces us to do the same and ignores
the real problems in the country, such as creation of more jobs.

1 should like to see the government produce an industrial
strategy for Canada, show concern for the smali independent
businessman, introduce a program to increase jobs and produc-
tivity, a program to bring in lower interest rates, a program to
reduce inflation. The failure of this country and this govern-
ment to deal with the key issues which concern the people
brings shame on ail who sit on the benches opposite. Mr.
Speaker, this motion should be passed.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Chrétien: A point of order, Mr. Speaker. The hon.
member invited me to ask a question at the end of his speech.
He made a proposition, but 1 do not know if he was speaking
on behalf of his party. We on this side of the House would be
willing and eager to dispose of the Constitution tonight so that
we can discuss the economy for the next two weeks.

Soine hon. Menibers: Hear. hear!

[Translation]
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. It being 9.45 p.m., it is

my duty, pursuant to Standing Order 58(9), to interrupt the
debate and put forthwith every question necessary to dispose
of the proceedings now before the House.
[En glish]

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the said motion?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Ail those in favour of the motion will
please say yea.

Sonie hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: AIl those opposed will please say nay.

Sonie hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the nays have it.
And more thanfive members having risen:

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Caîl in the members.
The House divided on the motion (Mr. Andre) which was
negatived on the following division:
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