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would ask the minister for an explanation of
these excessive costs in the maritime provinces
and why these provinces are apparently dis-
criminated against in comparison with the
central provinces.

Mr. HANSON (York-Su.nbury): I would
support wh'at my hion. friend bas just said. I
have not my files with me but I have had
extensive correspondence with the officiais of
either the Department of Agriculture or some
other department of government. I think
there bas been discrimination in some parts
of the country in favour of cooperative
societies as against ordinary consumera, on the
theory that the cooperatives are able to buy
a littie cheaper and distribute the difference
by way of dividends among their associates.
That is the thecôry whieh was sold to me by
somebody; 1 do flot state it as a matter of
fact. I should like to know exactly what the
position is. The fact remains, as the hon.
member for Cumberland has just stated. that
costs of fertilizer in the maritimes are higher
than in the central provinces. We are supplied,
as the miniater bas stated, from the United
States side of the line. I do flot sec why
on principle there should be any difference in
price. especially as the goverroment is paying
a subsidy so that, as 1 understand it, there
may be support for these people, and equaliza-
tion. Like the bon. member for Cumber-
land, I ask wby there is a difference, perhaps
more than fifty cents a ton-

Mr. BLACK (Cumberland): Up to a dollar
and a haîf.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): -up to a
dollar and a haIt as against certain parts
of the country in comparison with the central
provinces. It is the old story: down there we
have to pay a little more for everything than
is paid in the central provinces, and our
people are just fed up with that condition.
There may be a reason for it, I do not know;
but the reasons which were given to me do
not over-persuade me that there is justification
for it. I should like to know wbat the
justification is.

Mr. GARDINER: Well, Mr. Chaîrman,
selling prices and price controls generally are
flot under this department.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): I realize
that.

Mr. GARDINER: I understard there is a
wholesalers' price which is established the
samne ail] the way across Canada, but for somne
reason which I am not able to explain-prob-
ably those who corne from the maritimes can
explain it-fifty cents greater profit is allowed

[Mr. P. C. Black.]

as between the wholesaler and the retailer
in the maritime provinces than is permitted
elaewhere.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury) : I do not
know why that should be.

Mr. GARDINER: I am informed it bas
always existed, not only since the prîces
board took control, but before the board had
anything to do with it. Apparently they
simply acknowledged the business conditions
wbich existed, which before control was taken,
provided for the higher prices in the mari-
times than exista elsewhere.

Mr. BLACK (Cumberland): Is it not a
priýmary duty of government in a war measure
such as this to protect the consumer?

Mr. GARDINER: Again I should not be
speaking for the prices board. Some of us
are occasionally very critical of them, but
after ail, what most of us have insisted iipon is
that they maintain the condition which was
there in the four weeks over which the price
lux el was taken and apply it for the period
ahead. I assume that if business conditions
in the maritime provinces necessitated that
during that period of time and previously, it
bas been maintained down te the present.

Mr. BLACK (Cumberland): If it is the
policy of the government to protect the whole-
saier agaiunt the consumer, tbey shuuld ýmake
a reduced price and pay tbe extra cost from the
goveroment's funds rather than impose addi-
tional cost on the consumer. If they întend
to perpetuate this excessive charge against
the consumer, the government sbould certainly
pay the difference and not impose that addi-
tîonal cost upon tbe farmer and the 'user of
tiie fertilizer in the maritime provinces, in
contrast witb what is donc in central Canada.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunhurv) : I realize
that this matter ducs not corne under tbe
ministcr's dcpartmcent.

Mr. GARDINER: And for that reason it is
not very fair to be d>scussing it now. when the
inii4e r in charge is not huere.

Mr. HAN_*,SON (York-Stinbiiry) : I amn in-
clincd to agrue, and. knowing the gruat anxiety
and care whicb the minister has for the farm-
ing population of this countrv-

Some hon. MEMBERS: Huar, hear.

Mr. HIANSON (York-Siinburv): -especially
those on the western prairies, whom he bas
bonused timne after time to cut down produc-
tion, I suggest that bue and the officiais of* bis
department look into this complaint, and
that the minister try to persuade bis colleague
wbo operates the wartime prices and trade


