
36 COMMONS

with those of my hon. friend? Had they
the faintest resemblance to them? The
only tariff view he had, or ever espoused,
was the determination to see to it that
there was sufficient protection on fruit.
He did not care much about anything else
so far as I heard, and I heard him make
several speeches and I read his platform.
He was determined that there should be
sufficient protection on fruit anyway, and
I suppose because of that he was sup-
ported by the Leader of the Opposition.
Did my hon. friend from Red Deer (Mr.
Clark) or the party that he represents
have a candidate in the County of Yale?

Mr. CLARK (Red Deer): I was not
there.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Well the only affilia-
tion'of the candidate with the hon. gentle-
man's (Mr. Clark's) party that I could dis-
cover was that he called himself a farmer.
In point of platform, in point of argument,
and in point of principle he was just as
remote from the party led by my hon.
friend from Red Deer as the South Pole is
from the North.

Mr. CLARK (Red Deer): I believe in
cheap fruit.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Yes, but that was not
the chief desideratum of the candidate of
the Farmer party in the County of Yale.
Well, the result-very fortunately for this
country, and fortunately for Yale and to
the credit of the electorate-was the return
of my hon. friend (Mr. McKelvie) who so
happily seconded the Address this after-
noon.

In the County of Elgin there was a can-
didate that stood, I think-although he was
very chary about pronouncing his views-
on something akin to the Liberal platform
of 1919; but he too sought to evade the
odium, or whatever it might be that
attached to that platform, by declaring
himself an independent Liberal. At all
events, so near was he to my hon. friend
in name at lea-st, that he succeeded in being
buried at the foot of the poll by some
thousand or more votes below the second
candidate; and the vote that in that county
individually stands behind a policy that
this Government frankly supports was
divided in the Town of Aylmer and divided
throughout the county between the so-called
independent Liberal candidate, and the
candidate that supported the Government.
so the candidate following my hon. friend
from Red Deer managed to be elected by
a narrow majority. If there is consolati>n
in that for the Leader of the Opposition, it
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is at least a striking demonstration of the
contention that in certain circumstances
consolation is not very hard to discover.

Now we will come to the election in
Peterborough. I have. been anxious to say
a word about that election, mainly for the
lesson that may be drawn from it by my
hon. friends angularly across the way-
they who have been courted by the hon.
member for Shelburne and Queen's (Mr.
Fielding), they whose affections have been
sought to be engaged by the Leader of the
Opposition, and a marriage with whom was
the purpose of his extended trip through
the prairies and on through the Rockies.
I would like to draw the attention of my
hon. friends to what took place in the
County of Peterborough; to where my
hon. friend stood in the County of
Peterborough and to where his can-
didate stood; to the tactics pursued
by the gentleman supported by my
hon. friends in a contest in that county.
Does anybody in this House know to-day
on which side of this great issue, an issue
which, a year ago, my hon. friend declared
to be vital to the electorate of Canada, the
successful candidate stood? One would
think to hear the address of the leader of
the Opposition that the people o£ Canada
were not the least concerned about any-
thing in the way of policy, that it really did
not matter what the Government stood for,
that it really did not matter what the Gov-
ernment had achieved in a great and pro-
longed crisis-that matters industrial,
social and economic were not of the slightest
concern to them, but that all they were
concerned about was whether or not we or
ho should sit in the seats of power. That
is what he endeavoured to contest West
Peterbarough on, and he then and there
put himself in a position that he will find
the utmost difficulty in extricating himself
from just so long as he is a public man in
Canada.

He supported, I said, a candidate in Yale
who stood for protection on fruit-on food-
stuffs; he supported a candidate in West
Peterborough who stood for free trade on
foodstuffs and protection on everything else;
and my hon. friend expressed delight-a'
really most inscrutable delight-in the elec-
tion of a candidate in the county of Elgin
who stood for protection on nothing at all.
My hon. friend also seeks a working alliance
with the hon. member for Red Deer (Mr.
M. Clark), and is very hopeful he is going
to get it; he wants from hon. gentlemen
angularly opposite nothing on earth but
their votes to place him in power; ho is
ready to accept any candidate-even one of


