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of W'innipeg. reportedvery strongly against The available sites for the post office I have
lie si-e whiel the . gentl is se marked in red and numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4. No.
le(ted. I Ilso st:ited tlat the Governmiient 1, 99 or 66 feet frontage, ls available at$per
lad paid S75 per foot froitage for the lot, foot. This property is owned by a Mr. Camp-w,îbell.htfnTorontoWho, I understand, has eezvis £i a :t-t('i' 4tf aet, it WtlîOt woîth trylng to seli it to the Government for a po.st
iior t thaii $20 or $25 per foot. Th ltate- office site. His agent stated ho thougbt that ht
menît theMiniîster thelni mlade? wis thait thatwould nost probably take what the other pro-
was paId on the regcomimendation of the lu- perties vere offered for. He only owns5 feIt.Now, do not find that the inspect9 I have another offer of the other 16 fet

lilly 1 daiind hat Per foot. No. 4 Is the property of the Praby-
hIle "rv ot ie towîbela. ofTron..The trusteesoffer the propad sety

e ltier to feet or 99 feet frontage, for $80 per
aifoot,:11141IlO Il% it opinionIis *1 1 'doublefoot frontage. they to have the thrtvlege of re-

wnoving the buildings, which are of Wood pth-
wlîat paielad isn romt ed. Bution ofthe it out foundations f stone. With reference t fe
s tr Nowrt va Ia d iii.t i tha verîeis de- sites the maps show their location. The westfrn

lhera m aid r7.ioomthon. t.or$25«tfot aore site have the best sites for foundathon. and are
ilitei Goe hiitst valuatiown lsses' abl-tf tosoewhat drier soi . There is no drainage, ar
u:in. T'lîIey lavenifile.Whi has $4retu$5ethe66fnature of the ground Is wet below about 3lt. . . . . .feet from the surface. I would, therefore. srg-
:it . lndtse cLa.i omnuatisarum duninget that the building be well rased above the

wh:a i the1ind pswrthii. Rut even ai:kingilt surface. The grounfn Is level on al theo sites.
:saiolrrect l :yinluin t tverinn&'.tde- There are no avalable lots on the orth side
ed r ;litl tlidfese' r5aooto$ aire ieitirely the avenue, except Inner lots. and they are hel
fm1:n individuals who ow landse lose to tis, w at fancy prices. The town hall is supposed to be
aln. Te h:îve oli f e:I hive retu about the eentre of thetown.
ofhee b N':îh ed tivre l ur<er to vi 'liangce the' 1 have the honour to be, Sir,
value of tueir lands. The town counsil assed Your obeldent servant,

a. gestthatthebwasuldinmgbwmelltedtrasthS d aboveTH
Coverumeut, to thlis effeet tle <h< ùsîe Sgd.r)onD. li' Tow

That it is the opinion of tih aCncil ht n sturae. he gerosud islvet alt heMites.
loation of the contemplatedt w post office fo Street. jUSt asal or. Smith reported. Theon
the town o Portage la Prairie should be on the ancp. Smith eas. asked further to u-
corner of Tupper Street and Saskatchewan A- abta te the proprties, and lie mde a re-
enue, or the corner ot Cantbell Street and the p on the hobr 1894, sr,
latchewan Avenue. m a n w s f eore t as r . S mit r ep o e . T n

Nw%. the 'overmnent were offered a site ait
c.eh of these points at $75 a. foot. the same
prIice they paid for the lot actuially selected.
BoIhi ot' these.lots are amîong tlie lest busi-
ness propertits . nthe towîn. t houghni iot as
valuable as property on the northi side of le

tetiut instead of acting on tlle reco-
imendation of the town couciil. the (Govern-
ment took the lot a t the corner of Annie
Street and paid this exorbitant price. The
Minfister ol'Publie Works adopted the very
proper eourse under the Pir<uistances <of
dlireting his oflicer. l Wlinnipe<g,. Mr. Dafniel
Smîîitlh. to go -to Portage la Prairie and make
a report on the desirability of th <e different
locations available for a post office. M r.
Smîith iaide t lit'following report

Winnipeg, August, 189-4.
Sir.-In accordance with your instructions. I

visited Portage la Prairie re reporting on a post
office site In- that town. •-i could not procure a
rnap of the town showing the lots and streets as
now laid out. I therefore made a map showing
the business portion of the town. I also show the
east and west boundarles of the business portion
of the town. Principally all the business houses
are on Saskatchewan Avenue, and located be-
tween Manitoba and Annie Street on the north
side of Saskatchewan Avenue.
Thlis )ost offlce is not located between t.hose
points, but <it is west of the district which
Mr. Smnith reports as being the, business part
of the town

There are four business houses west of the
location shown on the map as business limit.

Mr. MARTIN.

Dear Sir,--Iii accordance with your instrue-
tions by telegram, I came here to ascertain the
price of land In the vicinity of the site offered
for post office buildings. I find the Imperial
Bank purchased a piece of land adjoining the bank
property, the price was $75, not. a corner lot,
and east of the church property I offered for post
office site. One other sale was made furt.her
east at the same figure, also inside lot. Pr)-
perties Nos. 4, No. 3 and No. 2 on the map I for-
warded to the departnent, I consider worth the
prices asked. No. 1 being west of all business
houses on the south side of the street is rot
worth as much.
Of those three sites, two were admirablo
sites. and the other was a reasonably fair'
site. and all available to tle Goverument.
No. 1. being west of all business houses on
the south side of the street, is not worth as
muich. 'That is the site the Government
selected. The inspector does not attempt
to put a value upon. it, but simply says it
is nlot worth as muli, and points out that it
is entirely west of all the business houses
ou that side of the street. There is another
letter froi Mr. Smith, dated Winnipeg, 20th
October, 1894, to A. Gobeil, Esq., Deputy
Minister of Publie Works:

I inclose you a letter from Mr. W. Sparling, re
va-lue of lands at Portage la Prairie. Mr. Spar-
ling Is the town·assessor, and has a good Idea
of the value of lands in the town. I, therefore,
thought well to get a valuation from him. . I
have marked the lots he refers to, No. 1, 2, 3
and 4 as shown on the plan I mailed Mr. Fuller,
showing the avallable sites for the post office
building at Portage la Prairie.

4895 4896


