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work. We supposed, when we made the last arrangement of Nova Scotia, underotanding the great value and groat
to pay these men, that the road would have to be completed'importance of this railway to Nova Scotia, took such action
by ourselves. asto ratify a mortgage given by that companv to the snb-

contractors, and the leader of the Nova Scotia Goverumont,
Mr. TUPPER. My hon. friend from Halifax has alluded Mr.Fielding, hizseif introduced a Billwhich passed

to the discussion which took place in regard to this Minute unanimously ithat flouse, arranging for a sale of these
of Council the other evening, and referred to the argu- rightB under this mortgage which hadbeon given informally,
ment which occurred between himself and myself on this to some extent, by the company themselves. But, under a
particular question. I would like to explain, in answer to vote of this Parliament, and by authority of the legisiation
the hon. gentleman's remarks, both thon and now, that, as of this Pariament, the Government of Canada obtained the
I understood the question, I challenged a statement made titie that was in the Fnb-contractors under that lien,
by him, which he seems to believe still, that this policy, as and under the authority of this Parliament the
now presented to Parliament in definite shape, was first money was paid for the acquisition of those rights, and thore-
considered advisable and necessary, and decided upon fore ail the rights of the company are now ahnost coin-
shortly previous to the last general election. Now, whatpletely in the Crown. Stops w.z o taken in tho courts of
escaped the hon. gentleman's attention, evidently, in con-Nva Scotia by the company to rusist the sale, but the de.
nection with the history of this very important rail- cision of the court bas been on two occasions in favor of
way matter in Nova Scotia, was the action taken the Crown against the company. Bat bc that as it May,
in reference, not merely to the road between Oxford the iatter sîmpIy stands in this position through the in-
and New Glasgow, but in reforence to the whole ability of the Short Lino Company that began this work
question of the extension of our railway system to Cape to go on with it, the importance of which the bon. gentle.
Breton. This work is specially one of the most impor. man from Halifax bas acknowledged. The Parliament of
tant features in connection with the extension by Govern. thiscountry having recognised that, I amngiad the Gov-
ment, to which Parliament was pledged before the last Par- ernment is now making an application to Parliamont which
liament ended, that could possibly be imagined, as it will enable them to go on and construet Ibis work, in
shortens the distance between this part of Canada and the which so much of the money of Canada is already invested,
Island of Cape Breton by about forty-five miles, making a and for which there is every justification to induce Parlia-
short cut through the three fineat counties in Nova Seotia, ment to sanction this legislation-legisiation wbich t1eahiod,
and crossing the Intercolonial Railway, and making a branch the othor evening, the consequencu or outcomo of lugitln.
which would be remunerative to the Intercolonial Railway tion already passed, and which may bu found in the Acts of
frozu onu end of it to, the other. I would point out to the two or three Sessions of this Parliament.

oon. gentleman opposite that thfirNasonoa challenged tht
statement that this policy was first mentioned in the Min i Mr. BLAKE. This is another but a striking example of
utes of Council was because Parliamant, having taken up the nocessity of the Parliament of the country demanding
this question, first undertook tc deal with it by granting very an entirely diffent course from the exocutive Government
large subsidies, both a money subsidy and again a srbsidy of the day, with reference 10 the financial proposais which
formed partly of the Eastern Extension Raiiway fnrom New they lay before Pariamnt. Iveryi fr aemmber the
Glasgow 10 Canso, for the construction, not only of that por- lime at which the firtat proposai wai made with refernco
lion now being hut in the Island of Cape Breton, but also omassistanceet b h givcom the construction of this piece of
for the construction of Ibis piece, forty-five mites in lengtv. railway-I cannot now recollect th exact denomination, but
When a company failed to carry on that great publi i was a very large on . The Minister of Finance, no doubt,
work and complote it, Parliament dee'ned il wise t tak remem bars it, whether il was the Great Short Line, or the
the necessary stops 1 constrrict as a public work European and American Short Lio; but i Paroime mag.
the portion in tb. Island of Cape Breton, and the nificent name, very long and vory expansive. When the
reason at that titne, I take il, that Parliament did not make fon, gentleman, thon acting as Minister of Railways, pro
arrangements t build, thon, Iis piece of forty-five miles posed to Pariam n th .t they shotld grant h3,200 a mile as
bNtween Oxford and New Glasgow, a portion of that general a subsidy, I enquired what grounds there wero to blive
systez, was becausc that portion of the lino was involved in that the object hichs bestated would bc accompishod,
difficaltios. The company to which I bave referredand which would roally baccomplished by the grant which ho pro.

ad already begun to build the pioce of fortyfive miles long, posed, apprehenshre as I was, that n that, and i many
baving a contract in referouce to il, and having done certain of other cases, the hon.gentleman woald lead us along
work, failed, and left this matter in a tanglo, as far as i m an expendituro manifold that which bupro-
this portion of'tho work was concerned. Weil, wben Par. sented to the rouse ais the total expenditure dt be incr-
liament took tbis definito action in referenco bo the Cape red, when ho asked as to engage in that transaction.
Breton extension, these difficulties existed upon a portimn The hon. gentleman stated with the griatost positivones
of the seventy miles-I think I alluded incorrectly to i as that ho had iad communications, representationst and negro-
fer ty-tive miles; it shortmns the distance by forty-eive miles, tiations with capitalistl and able mon who wore concerned
but il is about sovonty miles long. Parliamout bad already in the company we wereonsubsidise, and ho pledgd hlia-
Fanctioned the construction of that portion of tbis soveuîy self that the resultas woald bc satisfactory. The resulto
miles as a public work, the pieco lying between the towu of wore vory far from saisfactory, and oth.r proposais were
Picton and New Glasgow, which, as explained in the dis- Mftrward made, and grat dfficultiTsh a the bottom of
cussion wben that malter was before Parliam nti a part w ich we have neyer b permitod to look, were encodnt-
of this piecobew n Oxford and New Glasnowt There- red, as to the contract and the relations of tie Government
fore, I say th t won Parliament having first 0 all atte ted to the ompany; but in the end It happend that soma workI
to build ptis piece of railway, and the portion inyape bebiev e was doe. I know of no law nder which the company

areton by a company, and that arrangement aving fallen incorporated for the parpose of conswructing the work and
throgh, Parliament thon took up h l o very portion bt faili g altogeth to b perform its work cold have a lieon
whic allusion bas bon maie last, lying between Oxford upon the nterprise in reforence o wich somin grading
ad New Glasgow, and baving bui t that part of it was doe. But that i by thgoway. Thon afner a yur or
which was not involved in tho tile of thecompany. two or i ree w.wero appealed ad misericord am. W
Sincethon t ob rights in that piece formerty owned by the wre told there wero certain unlortunat 3prsons, laborers
Oompany have passed from 1he company The Legire atur and all bcontractors, along the lina, who had invhpod


