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hon. member for Lambton (Hon. Mr. Mackenzie). The hon.
gentleman had said that he had seen occasion to modify his
opinions on this matter, and he (Hon. Sir Francis Hincks) might
also find occasion to modify his views.

He had referred to a Government of which he (Hon. Sir Francis
Hincks) was a member, bringing forward a scheme to make the
Legislative Council elective. It is perfectly well known that
members of a Government sometimes have to give way their own
opinions in order to carry on that Government. At the time the
Government of which he was a member was formed, it was
essentially necessary to the success of that Government that he
should support the gentleman who especially enjoyed the
confidence of the people of Lower Canada—he referred to the late
Judge Morin—who enjoyed the respect of every one who knew
him.

There was a very strong feeling in Lower Canada in favor of an
elective Legislative Council. Mr. Morin insisted that the principle
of an elective Legislative Council should be adopted, and it was
with the greatest reluctance that he (Hon. Sir Francis Hincks) gave
way on that point. His old friend, Mr. Baldwin had opposed the
principle of an elective Legislative Council. He (Hon. Sir Francis
Hincks) had not so strong an opinion, and as other matters of
importance were carried out, and concessions made to the reformers
of Upper Canada, at that time, it was considered that the measure
for an elective Legislative Council should be brought forward. He
had always thought that there was great danger of collision where
there were two elective bodies. He hoped the hon. gentleman would
withdraw his motion. He was glad of this opportunity to explain his
action with a Government of which he was a member, and which
proposed to make the Legislative Council elective. At that time he
yielded his own opinions with reluctance, to opinions which were
then entertained by all his colleagues from Lower Canada.

Hon. Mr. HOWE: In reply to the hon. member for Halifax (Mr.
Jones), said that when that old manifesto was written he believed
every word of it, and he was of opinion that the larger number of
the representatives of the Province of Nova Scotia chosen at
Confederation did not at that time entertain the opinions of many of
the people. With regard to those gentlemen he had had influence in
appointing to the Senate, the first vacancy was offered to Mr.
William Stairs, brother-in-law of the hon. member for Halifax, one
of the wealthiest and most liberal-minded men in the Province. He
regretted that Mr. Stairs had not accepted, as he was chairman of
the Anti-Confederate League, and had the confidence of the people.
Mr. Northrup was next offered a seat in the Senate, and declined,
but subsequently accepted another vacancy. He presumed that Mr.
Northrup could have got a seat in Nova Scotia, where his father sat
for 30 years, and his family had fought the battle of liberal opinions
and responsible government, of civil and religious liberty in that
province, before the member for Halifax was known, or any one
supposed for a moment that his name would be classed with that of
John Northrup the elder. As to Mr. Northrup, the younger, he had
known the constituency he represented (Hants) to have been offered

April 29, 1872

to him by influences which could not be resisted, and when he was
nominated to the Senate he held the metropolitan seat. Next came
Mr. McLellan, whose father for twenty years represented a
constituency of Nova Scotia, advocating all improvements and
reforms, and when the old man died, young McLellan inherited his
father’s position in part of his will. His hon. friend had said that he
could not be elected for Colchester, whereas, they had carried
Colchester; in spite of all his hon. friend could do.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER felt it is his duty to repel the unjust and
unfounded imputations cast by the hon. member for the County of
Halifax (Mr. Jones) upon a body of gentlemen than whom he was
bound to say their superiors did not sit in each branch of this
Legislature. The hon. gentleman had undertaken to say that
gentlemen who were recommended for the Senate by the
Government of which he (Hon. Mr. Tupper) had the honor to be the
head, obtained those positions in a manner undeserving the high
positions to which they were called. The hon. member knew that
when the leader of the liberal Opposition in the lower House in
Nova Scotia, following the dignified and exalted example which
had been set them by the two great parties in old Canada, joined
hands with him (Hon. Mr. Tupper) in endeavouring to accomplish
the great question of the union of the Provinces, he (Hon. Mr.
Tupper) adopted the same course in reference to the party with
which they were connected as the First Minister of the Crown had
stated he felt bound to adopt with regard to the great Liberal party
of Canada. When the Senate was chosen the first thing done was to
tender the twelve seats at the disposal of Nova Scotia to twelve
members of the Legislative Council.

He would ask the hon. member how he dared utter the imputation
in this House that he (Hon. Mr. Tupper) carried the union in the
Legislature of Nova Scotia by the corrupt means which he had
insinuated, while he was able to rise in his seat and say that of the
two-thirds majority that carried that measure in Nova Scotia in the
public assembly, not a man was offered a seat in the Senate, until
all the twelve seats had been tendered to the members of the
Legislative Council. Eight were accepted by those gentlemen, six of
these at the nomination of the Liberal party.

The hon. gentleman has stated that these men were unworthy of
the high position. Would he state to this House in the hearing of the
gentlemen in the Senate, that Sir Edward Kenny was unworthy of
his position? He (Sir Edward Kenny) was an Irish Roman Catholic
who by his industry, talent, and his manly conduct in every position
in life, had raised himself to the position of one of the first
merchants in the Province. He was a gentleman who commanded
the undivided respect and confidence of men of all classes. He had
filled the high and honourable position of President of the
Legislative Council, for a long series of years in Nova Scotia, and
when called to the Senate it was felt by all that no man in the length
and breadth of Nova Scotia was more deserving of high position.
John H. Anderson was another Senator who had done credit to
himself and country. After long and laborious service in the
Legislature, and having attained a position as one of the first





