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L the v:avs of peacef‘ul progress through the United Nations may be restored,--
Lat we may be ro strong that the menace which hangs over Europe may be dissi-
ted and that’ the people there will come again to enjoy their freedom from care
{4 went and ever-present anxiety.
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‘ But these arrangements in relation to defence collaboration ovcrseas
o in themselves not enough. From the very nature of the contingencies which may
ve to be dealt with and by reason of the existing locations of resources in raw
terinls, manpower, economic facilities and mandfacturing capacity this North
dirican continent has becoms the base for the provision of much of the varied ‘and
Jiuninous equipment and supplies need2d for the restoration and- sustenance of the
J~opeen economy and for the concuct of defence in war should that become necessary.
longer is this continent of America irmune by reason of distauce from the scene

r possible hostilities and so our _industry would present a major ob;]ec+ive to
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- ;tack should the possibility for this be left open.
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Kot only therefore is it necessary for us to rake defence arrangements
2or the protectlon of the North Atlantic Community as & whole but, in view of our
dscial problems in Horth America, it is also necessary to continue: the intimte
:3-operation between the United States and Canada in defence matters.

The North Atlantic Pact is therefore not some magic formula by which
may have shifted a burden to other backs to bear but it is a great co-cperative
fensive endeavour which will call to us at kast for equal sacrifice and effort;
14 this to be efficient--as it must be--requires that we work together in all
:dfence matters from the elementary planning for civil defence through the exacting
+Ysiness of research to the development of new weapons and resources; in design
{d standardization and methods of ranufacture of equipment and their quantity
sduction; in organization and training, on land, at sea and in the air--it calls
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] 4+ the closest association in all these matters right up to and including the

:doloyment of our forces in war, if that unhappy eventuality should come.

In the linited time available to-day it is not possible to even sketch
s organization which is evolving here to deal with all these important aspects of
-1z problen and to indicate how they are to be integrated with the corresponding
{t-up on the other side of the Atlantic. But I would like to mention one feature

:q tre o*ganization between Canada and the United States which is novel and for

:jich there is no counterpart elsewhere and that is the Yermanent Joint Board on
“fence,

This Board was established by the President of the United States

1d the Prime linister of Canada in August, 1940, not by some formal treaty after
jng negotiation but by the simple process of a joint statement giving form and
:fstance to & conversation -- an intimate conversation -- which they had held in a
Ailway car on the previous night.
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| The President and the Prime Ulinister gave this Board the responsibility
to cormmence irmediate studies relating to sea, land and air problems, including
{rsonnel and material." It will consider, they said, "in the broad sense the
“Ifence of the northern half of the Western Henisphere." The word "permenent” was
3rt of the criginal designation. This Board was thus designed as a continuing and
f_flfl*'lble arrangerent to work out and prepare the measures which should ensure the
“{ture existence of our two countries in tsaflety on this continent until such time
the world had rmoved forward to a new order based on friendship and goodwill
‘{tveen all nations, when perhaps the strict precautions now necessary may possibly
{relaxed. I cannot overemphasize that this Board does not represent any alliance
-§med as a threat to other peoples.
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The Parmanent Joint Board on Defence is organized in two national
Ptions, each with a Chairman. Vihen the Uoard meets forrally, the Chairmen preside
~jmt1y. but with a single purpose, which is to cnsure that a proper answer is

"en to every problem in the interests of the mintenance of North hncrican security.
.J Procedure is by way of discussion and agreement, never by vote, and in all its
“Istory every conclusion has been unanimous. Very often, discussions end interchange
information serve to bLring to attention some point on which there may have been
lack of understanding in the olations between the nmed Forces of the two countries
o sveas ond




