Canada’s commitment to Northern economic and social development includes a deep
respect for indigenous traditional knowledge, work and cultural activities. Going for-
ward, Canada will promote a better understanding of the interests, concerns, culture
and practices of Northerners, including with regard to seals and polar bears. In this
context, Canada is committed to defend sealing on the international stage. Seals are
a valuable natural resource, and the seal hunt is an economic mainstay for numerous
rural communities in many parts of Canada including the North.

PROTECTING THE ARCTIC ENVIRONMENT

The Arctic environment is being affected by events taking place far outside the region.
Perhaps the most well-known example is climate change, a phenomenon which origi-
nates outside the Arctic but is having a significant impact on the region’s unique and
fragile environment. The resulting rapid reduction in Arctic multi-year sea ice has had,
and will continue to have, profound consequences for the peoples and communities of
the Arctic. What happens in the Arctic will have global repercussions on accelerating
climate change elsewhere.

Strong environmental protection, an essential component of sustainable development,
starts at home and is another important way in which Canada exercises its sovereignty
in the North. Canada has long been at the forefront in protecting the Arctic environ-
ment. As far back as the 1970s, Canada enacted the Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention
Act (AWPPA) to protect its marine environment, taking responsibility for enacting and
enforcing anti-pollution and shipping safety laws applicable to a larger area of Arctic
waters. In August 2009, the application of the AWPPA was extended from 100 to
200 nautical miles. In addition, regulations requiring vessels to report when entering
and operating within Canadian Arctic waters have been finalized and are in force from
July 1, 2010.




