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to share power with republicans and nationalists in the Northern Ireland
Executive.6 On the 7* of March last year an election was held to approve
and implement the St Andrews Agreement and it delivered a strong
mandate for power-sharing. Subsequenty the DUP and Sinn Fein
announced they had agreed to the restoration of the devolved institutions
as of the 8* of May and since that date the Assembly has been in operation
with the people of Northern Ireland being governed once again by men
and women they elected. Of the original Agreement, the major issues still
outstanding today are the devolution of justice to the Assembly and the
decommissioning of Loyalist paramilitary arms.

The Northern Ireland peace process is not yet complete and the
Assembly is operating today with all the customary success and setbacks
faced by democratic parliaments everywhere. Not everyone is satisfied
with what has been achieved and some believe that others have gained
more from the process than themselves. Concerns exist about residual
paramilitary influence, and the security forces remain vigilant over the
potential for action by dissident groups not on ceasefire. But the majority
of troops have left, the remainder reduced to the normal garrison status
that exists elsewhere in the United Kingdom, and the new police service is
gaining respect and confidence within nationalist communities where
before it faced suspicion and hostility. The streets are busy and the shops
are crowded, construction cranes fill the skyline and businesses are starting
to emulate the burgeoning economic success that exists in the Republic
across the border. The feeling seems to grow day by day that the violent
days of the Troubles may now be in the past.

I want to conclude this presentation on two points: one regarding
Canadian involvement in the Northem Ireland peace process and the
other a return to the issue of jaw jaw. Since the process started in 1994 a
number of Canadians have played, or are playing, key roles in it. When
David Angell was posted to Canadas delegation at the UN in New York,
Foreign Affairs replaced him with Clifford Garrard from the High
Commission in London. Clifford worked with the Independent
Chairmen during the talks leading up to the 1998 Agreement, and after
his retirement from the Department he remained as a member of the
decommissioning body until we reduced our numbers a few years ago.

6 Northern Ireland (St Andrews Agreement) Acs 2006. Chapter 53. 22 November 2006. Office

of Public Sector Information. www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2006.



