
place in an institutional and procedural framework that would "enable the distinct character of the

European entity to be respected." In 1976, the Tindemans Report made the point explicitly by

calting for members to present a united front to the outside world and to act in common in ail the

main fields of their external relations. Lt would be fair to say that in the past these

recommendations have been honoured as much in their breach as ini their acceptance. For

example, ini international organizations such as the U.N there appears to be no strong record of

common voting.' This of course is in stark contrast to matters that fail within the Commnon

Commercial Policy where the Commission negotiates on the basis of a common position for the

Union as a whole.
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