
CallingAll Regio-Cots

is doorned tc, remain am-ateurish, late, new system, without the imprimatw of a
and woefully under-resourced, as the U.N. Sccurity Council resclution, inter-
cxperîcaces in Bosnia,, Kosovo, and Sierra vention by regional powers will become
Leone have shown. A Wilsonân world 2. mere iavasion-however honorably
this may be, but it is a miserly and self- motivated-and carry with it the z1ueat
absorbed Wilsoni=ism. J= as the death of regional hegernony. It wM bc unwel-
o£the nation-state has been greatly exag- corne ta the loca.1s and lay the seeds for
gerated, sa has the idea that the needs fuzure conict.
of the «intern2tional communit)P'wW On the cher hand, without a force or
cver tminp, national interests. Arnelicans coalition of forces xeprescnting rcgional,
today may no longer have a clear idea of milîtary musde, a perpenially cash-strapped
what their national interests ue, but one U.N. is certÉri ta continue ta lose credi-
niterest ofwhich they are quite =c is that bility, as it did in Bosnia, East T"-Or,
their sons and daughters never agaia and Sierra Leone before reponal powers
die in battle steppted in. C=ent evcnts ha - forced

if the United Simtes will, not lead the realpoâticiam and libere, inten.àtionalîsts,
chargt for the U.N., no one else is likely to so long a-t odds, into bed togtther. One
fUf& vacu=. Indeed, despite the agMs- mindset has, in rnzny si=tions, becorne
sively pro-U.N. rhetoric of British Prime impossible without the o-ther,
Minister Tony Blair and cher Western This sugMts what the most important
1eadem, UN. peacektepùig today has been future role for the U.N. might becoxnc--
lugely sloughe'd onto the developing a legitimizer for local forces. ta many
world. As the Eràhimi report notes, nations, today7s Se=ity Council may

In contrast .to the long tradition of seern more likc a domiaeering Star
devdoped ceuntdes premding the bulk Chamber than a fount of international
of die troope for TJX pewckteping opera- jurisprudence, The council's irnaze woula
tions during the Orginizationî fint 5a certainly benefit if otl= major powexs
Yffl, in &0 lut few Ye2rs ý7 Perctat Of such as Germany and japen were made
the =Op$ in fon=d MitarY unit$ - wue permment members, thus ridding it of
cmtributed by developing countrics. its World, War 111-era mustiness. But flawed

or n04 the Security Council $tifi hm unique
OUT or- THE 130X poteneaL it is the only effec&z tlibunai
The report paints a bleà piaure. But therc and repository for interngtional case law
may yet bc a way out of this box--d the for dealing with etl=c &-muing and other
tur, of the debote me drasticEly altered hurnaaliulim horrors. As such, à must con-
ta accouat for regional devolution. Ile tinue ta = as the ubîter ofiaterventions.
'=ergence of U.N.-=ctioned regio-cops The use of U.N,-approved regional
îýh&nm many diinp. For one, it may peacckeepers WM help solve another czit-
elow us ta fmaJIy leue behind the inter- ical problern- how ta keep hurnanitarian
,minable debate between.proponents of intervention afigned with national intezcst.
in'ternational norms and institutions Aumalia, watcbizg the chaos in Ti=or
(like the U.N.) apd those -who push i= acrose the sea end perhaps feuir4g an

Under the =s1aught ofboa't people, was only too
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