
impact assessment, pollution control and management of toxic substances, database
management, hydrolic applications, environimental decisions support systems)

> experience and expertise ini capacity building (i.e., application of river basin
management, ecosystem and conirunity-based approaches, education, technology
tranïfer* -especially low cost technology to developing world)

> The involvement of civil society in water-related policy was also raised as an important
component of any strategy, especially by Stephen Owen, University of Victoria.

> The need to bring together the major players for better collaboration in order to build
coherent international capacity was voiced. The problem of coherence was also raised
in relation to NGOs, international organisations dealing with water-related problems; as
well as the Canadian government itself (CIDA, DFAIT).

>» Canada could lead the necessary move from strategising to implementing concrete
practical solutions. Many participants pointed out that despite a myriad of meetings and
conferences aimed at alleviating water-related problems, little has been done to actually
implement the ideas they have generated. Others addressed the general ineffectfieness of
formai agreements and protocols and suggested new practical ways of approaching water-
related issues have to be found.
Canada could play a rote of a skilled "neutral" facilitator to water-related disputes
and confliet.

CONCLUSION

The idea that Canada is in a unique position to pursue a global strategy for water was
reaffirmed by Ralph Daley and others. He said that given the good reputation Canada lias in the
world there is room for develoDinR a Canadian foreign policy niche in water-related issues.


