
THE NEW POLITICS 0F GREAT LAKES WATER DIVERSION:
A CANADA-MICHIGAN POLITICAL INTERFACE'

At first glance, the troubling question of whether or flot to, divert the water of the
Great Lakes to other water shortage areas of the nation appears to, be, to paraphrase Hamiet,
quite simple: to divert or flot to divert, that is the question. And, despite the fact that the
Great Lakes constitute 18% of the world's supply of fresh surface water and almost 95% of
the U.S. fresh surface water, the uniformn response the Great Lakes states tbrough the 1980's
has been equally simple: no diversion to other sections of the country for development
purposes. Simîlarly, the position of Canada on water diversion according to the Consul
General remains, "We are opposed to ail diversions from the Great Lakes to meet the needs
of conimunities outside the basin."

While this no diversion policy may have been politically popular and useful for the
Great Lakes states ini the 1980's, the decade of the 1990's and beyond pose more difficuit
political issues. No longer is the mega diversion of Great Lakes water outside the region
loomini as the -Primary threat to the region' s water supply. Rather this threat has been


