The Parties to the conflict shall ensure that the competent authorities exercise
leniency in deciding whether punishment inflicted for an offence shall be of a disciplinary
or judicial nature, especially in respect of acts committed in connection with an escap®
whether successful or not.

ARTICLE 122

Acts which constitute offences against discipline shall be investigated immediately"
This rule shall be applied, in particular, in cases of escape or attempt to escape. RecaP”
tured internees shall be handed over to the competent authorities as soon as pOSSible'

In case of offences against discipline, confinement awaiting trial shall be reduced
to an absolute minimum for all internees, and shall not exceed fourteen days. g
duration shall in any case be deducted from any sentence of confinement.

The provisions of Articles 124 and 125 shall apply to internees who are in con

finement awaiting trial for offences against discipline.

ARTICLE 123

Without prejudice to the competence of courts and higher authorities, disciplinary
punishment may be ordered only by the commandant of the place of internment, (?r
by a responsible officer or official who replaces him, or to whom he has delega'wd his
disciplinary powers.

Before any disciplinary punishment is awarded, the accused internee shall be
given precise information regarding the offences of which he is accused, and give
an opportunity of explaining his conduct and of defending himself. He shall be permitted’
in particular, to call witnesses and to have recourse, if necessary, to the services of
qualified interpreter. The decision shall be announced in the presence of the accus®
and of a member of the Internee Committee. d

The period elapsing between the time of award of a disciplinary punishment i
its execution shall not exceed one month. ¢

When an internee is awarded a further disciplinary punishment, a period o
least three days shall elapse between the execution of any two of the puniShments'
if the duration of one of these is ten days or more. ¢

A record of disciplinary punishments shall be maintained by the commanda?
of the place of internment and shall be open to inspection by representatives of th
Protecting Power.

ARTICLE 124

Internees shall not in any case be transferred to penitentiary establishInents
(prisons, penitentiaries, convict prisons, etc.) to undergo disciplinary punishn'len
therein.

The premises in which disciplinary punishments are undergone shall Conf‘?rm
to sanitary requirements; they shall in particular be provided with adequate bedding’
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