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(b) The Commission had no authority ta supervise theelections as a whale.

(c) But the Commission could flot remain indifferentto the implementation of the Cambodian undertaci.ng regardingtree elections. A watohing brief was necessaryt-o dischargeits responsibi1it1es towards the former membersý of the KhnierResistanIce Forces under Article 8 of the Geneva Agreexnent.
(d) These responsibilities of the Commission.mightb. defizaed as follows:

(Î) It had to examine the Electoral Laws ta makesure that ýthey do safeguard secrecy ofballot.-

(i) It had to study the application 'of the laws Of'the country ini regard to democratÎc fzeedomsso as to understand "the scope -of Article 6.
(iii) It Lad to satisfy itself that there was noadiscrimination against the former membersof the Khmer Resistance Forces.ý It followedfrom this obligation regarding anon-disnrimj-,nation that the Commiassion Lad.to kee.p.itse.rinformaed of the conduct of the electoralcampaign, the nature of the electoral practiC60in the country, the liberties enjoyed by theparticipating citizens, etc.,. in order toasoess the rights or the former members orthe Ehmer Resistancýe Forces towards whom itLad a special respansibility.

17,A11 the practical steps that the Commission took i*the electoral period were in accordance with the guidingpl'inciples enumerated above. Our main object was to secUrebasic information regarding the conduct of the electionS.Our approach can be shortly described as one of generalobservation and flot of supervision.-

18. The roi. of the Commnission in the elections cameup for discussion with the Royal Government whose view wasthat the elections were an internal matter. We expi'ainedDur stand as stated above, WNe impressed on the Prime wMvinister (who was aloo Minister for Foreign Affairs) thatgad no intention of iiterfering in the internal affairs o'#aMbodia and that if w. discussed certa in electoral issues'iitIh km, it was in order to assist the Royal Governmentits ta.Ic of implementIng its undertakings given atGen eva.The Prime Minister was satisfied with the exposition ofdiposition and throughout the electoral period we Lad r erelations with the Goverment. On the other Land, therGflisunderstanding of our position among the parties. Tteoppoition parties assumed that we Lad wide powers ofsuipervision and besought us to intervene. The press 0f teIlopular Soeialist Ooemunity insinuated tLat we were eceIour pawera and interferîag in the internal affairs ofGamb1odia. The Royal Government, hoever, stated in acommuanique that the Commission was adopting a correctattitude to the elections.


