
Energy research and development funds boosted

A $40-million increase in energy research
and development (R&D) funding for
fiscal year 1982-83, has been announced
by Energy Minister Marc Lalonde

The increase brings to $288.8 million
the total federal energy R&D budget for
1982-83. This is the second increment
planned under the National, Energy Pro-
gram. The first was $35 million in
1981-82.

"These increases are designed to ensure
a sound basis for Canadian technology
to support the policies of the National
Energy Program," said Mr. Lalonde. "'The
work to be undertoken is diverse in
nature and will assist Canada in attaining
its energy goals."

The minister noted that the increoses
continue to fulfil the government's com-
mitment to raising national expenditures
on R&D in the natu rel sciences to 1.5 per
cent of the gross national product by
1985. They are also in fine with last
yeor's recommendations of the Special
Committee on Alternative Energy and Qil
Substitution.

0f the total $75-million increase
allotted to dote under the National
Energy Program, $59.8 million will be
used to continue projects started in 1981-
82. The remaining $15.2 million will be
use for new projects.

"Once again, we are using this
opportunity to stimulate the privote
sector through continued involvement in
these projects," the minister said. "It is
our hope that these octivities will en-
courage reciprocal octivity in the private
sector."

This year's increment for new initia-
tives includes o $1 .8-million expansion
of federal energv conservation R&D, plus
an additional $5 million to the industriel
energy R&D program, which is cost-
shared with industry. It is designed to
stimulote energy efficiency and generote
increased industriel octivity in this area.

Areas affect.d
An amount of $2.5 million has been ear-
marked for hydrogen and electrochemical
research. Work in electrochemistry is the
key to the large-scale use of hydrogan and
the development of related systems.

Two major environmental concerns -

the effect of producing and using new
liquid fuels and the off ect of an expanded
use of cool - will be studieci with an addi-
tional $1 .2 million. As well, an increase
of $1 .6 million has been approved, prin-
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cipally for the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, to examine marine and
Arctic environmental problems associated
with developing hydrocarbon resources in
the Canada Lands.

An allocation of $600 000 has been
approved for research and developnient in
enhanced Iight oil recovery. According to
the National Energy Board publication,
Canadian Energy Supp/y and Demand,
1980-2000, this will be an important
component of production from conven-
tional oul fields over the next 15 years.

A further $600 000 has been allocated
for the development of technologies for
the use of tritium, a fuel for fusion reac-
tors, and for the development of fusion
reactor materials. This is the second step
in the -awareness program" for fusion
reseairch. Construction of a reactor re-
search facility at Varennes, Quebec, an-
nounced in 1981 by the National Re-
search Council, was the first step.

For the development of oeis to con-
vert solar energy to electricity, $600 000
has been approved. The objective of this
program is to establish a competitive
Canadien industrial capocity in an orea of
considerable technological promise.

Natural gos as vehidoe fuel
Canada's abundance of natural gos has
led the governiment to begin studies on
the conversion of natural gos to liquid
transportation fuels. With an. increase of
$1.3 million, Transport Canada's program
to fuel vehicles wvith alcohols from either
natural gas, cool or biomass, wilI be ex-
panded. Further studies will be carried
out on the modification of conventional
engines to occept non-conventional fuels.

A project to develop o pilot-scale plant
to gasify wood - a first step towards
methonol production - will receive o
total of $5 million, of which $1 .5 million
will be provided in 1982-83. These funds
represent a third of the project's total
cost; the balance is being put forword by
Nouveler, o Quebec Crown corporation,
and Canertech - the federal Crown
corporation responsible for commercializ-
ing conservation and renewable energy
technologies. The two orgonizations have
formed a consortium named Biosyn to
manage the project.

The federal government is also sup-
porting development of a pilot plant to
produce ethanol from biomass. A sum of
$5 million in federal funds will be given
over a three-year period.

Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau
stands with Reverend Theodore Hes
president of Notre Dame Univers
the university's recent con vocait
South Rend, Indiana. Mr. Trudeau
to the 13 000 graduates and gu,
attendance at the ceremonies
sublect of East-West relation&

Tourcan '82, a three-day marketF
signed to increose the availabilitY
of Canadian package tours, will bE
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, from AI
through September 1, 1982.

Tourcan '82 will provide an E
nity for "buyers" of tourism e
and services from across Canada
in business sessions with "sell
tourism products and service
Manitoba and Saskatchewan.


