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Canadian Forces participate in non-defence activties

During 1979, the Department of National
Defence (DND) provided assistance to a
number of non-defence agencies. Ex-
cerpts from the department'5 1979 annuai
review, which foilow, outline some of the
tasks undertaken by the Canadian Forces
during the year.

search and rescue
The Canadian Forces have the responsibi-
lity for co-ordination of ail search and

rescue (SAR) activities in Canada and

adjacent ocean areas. This includes ful
responsibility for SAR related to air
incidents and provision of aircraft re-

sources in response to marine incidents.
Surface vessels requîred for marine

SAR are supplied mainly by the Depart-

ment of Transport's Canadian Coast
Guard and, to a lesser extent, by the De-

partment of Fisheries and the Environ-
ment. The Royal Canadian Mounted
ponice, the Departmeflt of Indian and

Northerii Affairs and the Department
of Energy, Mines and Resources also
assist with operations.

Responses to SAR distress situations
are co-ordinated by four rescue co-ordina-
tion centres (RCC) situated at Victoria,
Edmonton, Trenton and Halifax. These
centres, under the operational control
of the respective region commanders, are
manined by Canadian Forces members,
with officers of the Canadian Coast
Guard attached to ail centres except
Edmonton.

Rescue centres have at their disposai
dedicated SAR resources composed of
fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters and
surface vessels, including hovercraft.
When necessary, the RCC may cail upon

Regular and Reserve squadron aircraft
and ships of the Canadian Forces to
augment the SAR capability.

in border areas, co-operative SAR

agreements have been worked out be-

tween Canadian and U.S. authorities tu
provide for the most efficient use of each
country's SAR fadilities.

AUl govemument services related to SAP~

are forrnally reviewed on an annual basis.
This process involves local identification
of SAR needs in ail regions of Canada,
and assembly of these into a comprehen-
sive set of proposais for review by the

Interdepartmental Conînittee on Searcli
and Rescue (ICSAR) which is co-chaired
by senior officiais of DND and Transport
Canada.

Recommendations from this commit-
tee formi a proposed national plan of SAR
activities for the coming year, which is
submnitted to ministers for consideration.
Canada's fourth national SAR plan, for-
maly approved by the federal cabinet in
November 1979, places emphasis on a
balanced interdepartmental response to
national SAR needs, both in terms of re-
sources and prevention through education.

Incidents increase ini 1979
During the year the four RCCs responded
to a total of 9,251 incidents, an increas
of 1,238 over 1978. This represents an
average of more than 25 a day. 0f the

total number, 1,945 were air incidents,
6,566 were marine related, 515 were of a

Search and rescue personnel respond ta a
mnedical evcscuation in British Columbia.
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