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Manitoba's marital property legislation to be r9-writtefl

FS. Manor has provided the followiflg
article on Manitoba's controversial Mari-

tal Property Act, reprinted here from
Canadian Scene.

The two acts once described by the

former Manitoba NDP government as the
"most progressive legisiation in North

America" - the Marital Property and

Family Maintenance Acts - are being

shot down by the new Conservative
administration.

Roughly, the act stated that one-haîf
of ail property of a married couple, in-

cluding the husband's business assets,
belongs to the wife. The bill was fought

vigorously by the then Conservative
opposition, not s0 much because of its

basic aim to give the wife a better chance

but because of the legal entanglenients
this would cause.

The Chamber of Commerce and other

business representatives pointed out that

the act would mnake it impossible for any

partnership to exist, since one-half of a

company's assets would always be in

doubt. Banks claimed that they would

have to investigate the marital situations
in the homes of businessmen before being

able to grant a loan to the business.
Lawyers, too, were highly critical of

the act that was, they claimed, written in

a slapdash mariner that would lead to

endless litigation, which in turn would
consume the substance of both partners

government was that the bill would not
be proclaimed, and that it would be re-
written.

The New Demnocratic Party opposition,
flanked by various women's liberation
lobbies, is up in arms, but the goverinient
has stood firm and its only concession has

been to enlarge the panel of lawyers
charged with rewriting the bill by giving a

seat on it to a woman lawyer.
There is a clash here not only of legal

conception but of fundamental philoso-
phy. Ken Houston, the most vocal critic

of the legislation, who is now on the

panel that will rewrite the act, has told

the hearings held under the previous
socialist government "that marriage does

not translate into dollar values, and should
not be considered only as a business part-

nership under the termns of the province's
Partnership Act". He also claimed that

"the legislation's retroactivity is a massive
assault on the people of this province
who do not share your philosophy".
These people, incidentally, voted in a

landslide against the govemnment.
The bull is, of course, of great i-

portance to recent immigrants. Family
counsellors have often found that immi-

grant wives in marital difficulties have
no idea of their rights.

Most experts agreed that where the old

legislation might have erred to the wife's

disadvantage, the new legislation swung

too far the other way. There must be

much legal and philosophical patching up

before the NDP legislation can be trans-
formed into a workable act.

- Air Canada

about 210,000 charter-class passengers
for the entire year in 1977,

Canada/PIiilippfles double taxation
agreement in force,

The Secretary of State for Externat Af-
fairs, Don Jamieson, and the Amnbassador
of the Philippines, Privado G. Jiminez, ex-

changed instruments of ratification relat-

ing to the Convention between Canada
and the Philippines for the Avoidance of

Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion with respect to Taxes and
Income.

The agreement, which was signed by
Mr. Janiieson in Manila in 1976 when hie

was Minister of Industry, Trade and Com-
merce, now enters into force. It is ex-

pected that the pact will give fresh impe-
tus to commercial and fmnancial exchan-

ges between Canada and the Philippines
by overcorning obstacles regarding the tax
status of firms or individuals of one coun-
try deriving income fromn the other.

strengthened economic relations between
Canada and the Philippines will result.

Whale protection body

Fisheries Minister Roméo LeBlanc re-

cently announced the formation of an ad-
visory Committee on Whales and Whaling,
simnilar to the existing Committee on
Seals and Sealing formed in 1971.

The independent committee, which

comprises six experts from a variety of

backgrounlds, will advise the niinister on

research and management of cetaceans -

whales, porpoises and doiphins - in Can-
ada.

Chairman of the cominittee is Dr. Ian

McTaggart-Cowafl of Victoria, British
Columbia. Dr. McTaggart-Cowan is dean

emeritus and professor of zoology at the

University of British Columbia, and

chairman of the Canadian Environmental
Advisory Coundil. He is the author of

more than 200 publications on the bio-

logy of birds and mammals, conservation,
and the environinental impact of natural
resource development.

Canada, which has prohibited commner-
cial whaling in its waters since 1972, has

remnained an active member of the 17-
nation International Whaling Commission
which pursues conservation measuros
throughout the world.

Small whales are harvested by Can-
adian Inuit for their own consumption,
and a few small whales are captured ini

Canada oach year for display in aquaria.


