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8ystem of book-keeping, writing paper, Dutcb quills,
ink-powder, red and blackc. Here we have about the
lirait of booka availabie for school purposes in towns.
In the country schois the books used were a a mile
the achool Bibie, Diiworth's spelling book and Dii-
worth'à arithinetie - Murray's grammer, Walking.
ames' arithmetic and the Engiish reader came in
later.

The siates first in use were, in size, five by seven
inches without trames, and at ieaist double the thick-
niess of a modern slate. Siate penoila were quite ex-
pensive, consequently the master usedl to search the
brooks for soft atones to, b. used upon the siates by
those of his pupils who were unable to provide pencils.
Blaek-boards, mape, and, other apparatus were for
the most part unknown.

Soholars learning to write vere required te bring
papier and goose-quilla; the latter were semetimes the
imported Dutch quille, but were uften gathered by the
children from the. geose pasture. The master usuai-
ly manufactured the ink, ruled the paper with aplum-
met of iead, wrote the copies and nmade and mcnded
the. pens. School bours vere commoniy from 8 to
12 a. mi., and from 1 te 5 p. mi., but in winter scbool
bogan an hour later. No recea was allowed during
the session. The hoiidays were lew, comprising the
King's Birthday, Good Friday, a week at Christmas,
and three veeks at midsummer. In towns, Saturday
Ihalf holidays were aliowed, aud in the country the
oustoni vas to take the fuit day e'very aiternate Sat-
urday. The. master bad but littie encouragement
from. the. trustees viio seldoni or nover visited the
achoois. In the winter season thie fires were generai-
ly kindIed by the boys living neare8t the school-
bouse, eaoh one taking his turn. In the warm suni-
mer days, the. majority of the ohildren, both boys and
girl, went to scool bar. foot, and the boys in muot
cases were net required to wear coata. Shirt, trow-
sers, and a straw bat, vas the. summer sohool attire uf
many a school-boy, who afterward by bis energy and
ability macde bis mark in the comimunit>', entered the.
learned professions, and even represented bis oouuty

acheol-be>'. in esni>' days
py,» " Hunk aud Bail,"

as at present, save that
)re freely used, cars vere
1. the, dunie can and Rtai

For the REvXw.1

Natural. Histpry ini the. (ommnon Sohools.

One of the muet abandant of minerais is common
teldepar (ortbuclasc). Although hard (six degrees),
it can b. 8cratched by quartz. Whou acratching iL,
notice its streak. It bas cleavage planes munnng in
two directions. With care, specimons eau b. select-
ed whieh wiii show the. intersection of two of these
glistening planes, They always make a right angle
with one another. Try the cifeot of heat, acid, and
water upon feldapar, and note the varions colora o!
the specimens. Enunierate the observable differen-
ces betweu feldispar and quartz-feldspar and calcite.

Mica aud crystallized traneparent gypsuni (selenite)
inay weil bie studied together. Tbey are soft min-
erais. Selenite eau be easiiy scratched with the inger
naît. Its harduesa ikr two degrees. Mica, black or
white, ia littie, sometimes flot any harder. Take the
streak of each. Observe the visible effecte, if any,
ot water and of hydrochioric acid upon theni. Heat
a 1ev littie bits ot mica in a smail test tube loosel>'
closed with a cork. The tube may bie held in a vood-
en botder, siznilar in torm and size te a ciothes-pin,
aud cut eut a littie, near the. eud et the, aplit te
receive the. tube. Alter hcating the. mica, repiace it
by small piecea of selenite, aud appiy heat again. In
une caise tihe minerai wiii vithstand the heat withot
apparent change; but in the other, it viii h. couvert.
ed into a aoft, white, luatreless powder, while drups
o! water from it viii condense on the. aides of the.
tube. Give the. names o! the. minerais unly after the
pupils have discovered that tiiy differ frein one
anotiier, and froni any minerai previonsly exaniied.
Tiie pupils ina> then b. toid fhat the. whiite puwdery
substance in the bottoni o! the. tube is calined piaster
o! Paris.

Examine ordinar>' opaque and gypsuni lu the same
manner as selenîte. They viii be tennd to agre. su
ciosely in their pruperties, that the pupils viii accept
with confidence your statement that tbey are oui>'
different torai o! the. sanie minerai, aud that the
white pewder sgain iett in the bottoni of the tube ig
aIse plaster et Paris. Bu>' a pound or tvo ut caliied
piaster of Paris. The. pupils vill b. able te teil bow
it vas made and what it lest in the proces. Direct
each ot them te mix a lai-ge épounful ut it with vater
sufficient te bring the mixture te tiie consist.noy ef
tbick mnolasses, aud then prempt>' pour it ever a
a coin laid on the bottopi of a fiat diub. Examine
the plaster ln an heur or tvu, aud carefuilly remeve
the. coin froni it. Let them. try te exp>iain the rapid
disappearan>.. of the. water, and tii. distinct impreass-
ion ieft b>' tbe coin. The.> viii nov b. abi. te show


