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as widely representative as possible of the whole body of gradu-
ates and undergraduates of Toronto University. The composi-
tion of the staff and of the directorate is a sufficient guarantee
that this intention will be fairly carried out. Our columns are
always open to contributions or communications from our read-
ers of whatever party they may be, so long as they bave some-
thing to say and say it in a fairly readable manuner. We assume
neither responsibility nor censorship in relation thereto, but
allow every man’s word to speak for itself, and are therefore
desirous that as often as possible our contributors and corres-
pondents would allow their real names to be appended to their
productions. Thus we seek tc reflect University opinion as a
whole, and not at all our own views concerning it, or the views
of one party or another in the University. We are sure that
whatever false views have existed in any minds as to our position
in this regard would be entirely dissipated by an unprejudiced
examination of THE 'Varstry itself in the light of the above obser-
vations. :

Whether students wear academical gowns or not is surely a
small matter to all sensible people. But with that strange per-
versity which so often characterizes those who should know better, |
‘the faculty of Laval University attempted to force on their stu-
dents a costume' obnozious to some of them, and the result was'
that the very existence of the institution has been imperilled by
the organized resistance of the students. It ig said that at
length the faculty have yielded, and gowns will not bs worn.
The authorities at Queen’s College also have issued a proclama- |
tion threatening certain pains and penalties to students not |
wearing gowns.  The Queens’s College Jowrnal in

. ) # no-
ticeably obsequious article endorses the action of the1
faculty and puts forth certain alleged reasons therefor. For'

ourselves we do not hesitate to assert that it is a ground of as-'
tonishment to us how men whose professed duty it is to develo
the minds of others can occupy themselves in such a trifling
business. We never heard of a thoroughly earnest and success.
ful professor who paid the slightest attention to trivialities that
are suited to the capacity of tailors’ apprentices. (We beg their
pardon!) Students should be allowed to use their own diseretion
in such matters. 1f there remains any longer any reason for
wearing gowns, that reason will keep vitality in the custom. But
nothing is more ludicrous or more surely destined to ignom-
inious failure than any attempt to continue by arbitrary
measures a custom from which the life has long since departed. '
We commend to Queen’s and Laval the example of University
College, where, although the regulation requiring gowns still re-
mains on the calendar, the good sense of the president and most

of the professors is seen in allowing the students to do as they !
please in this particular. |

The question whether professors should sit upon University
Examining Boards appears to be again coming up for discus- |
gion. The immense influence of examinations upon the intel- |
lectual life and progress of Ontario is not in general properly ;
estimated, Under the, present sysiem the University exami- |
nations dqtermme _a.lmost entirely the nature of the education
imparted in our High Schools, and through these that of the
Public Schools also. It is then a matter of infinite importance
that the. greatest care should be exercised in the selection of
University examiners. Those whose duty it is to make this
selection bave two great difficulties to overcome. There are fow
persons ehgxble. for the position who have the requisite abilit
to apt as examiners, and'the greater number of these are un)-,
willing to accept an appointment probably because of the in-
sufficient remuneration offered. And if the Senate are to be
precluded from making some of the appointments from the Col.
lege Faculty, the difficulty will be much increased. Moreover
there seems to be no reason why professors should nof be eligi:
ble for the position. If a person have the qualities of a good
professor, he will probably maky & good examiner also. But of
course, the mere fact that he oceupies a professor’s ehair is r’not
a sufficient reason for supposing that he is a proper person to
be chosen as an examiner. There are objections against cona

stituting the Examining Board entirely of professors, but these
of course do not warrant their execlusion altogether. Such ex-
clusion would lead immediately and directly to very serious evils.
Examinations, then, instead of being instruments of education
and supplementary to teaching, would usurp a position whieh
does not belong to them and control the teaching. College pro-
fessors would degenerate info mere ‘° coaches,” and instead ofa
system of liberal education we should have a system of cram,
and a more disastrous intellectual calamity than this cannot be
conceived as befalling any country.

MODERN LANGUAGES AND THEIR NARROWNESS.

The reader will recall our figure of the mosaics in last issue.
The mosaics are works of literature ; the blocks are words and
individual expressions, and their form is the simple root-mean-
ing of words; Grieb represents book assistance of all kinds;
the light and atmosphere are that inexpressible, though
emphatic something in German nature and modes of thought
by virtue of which alone German forms are called a languagt
as distinguished from all other languages, and receive a genius
—a, life and spirit of their own. '

To those who give the matter any serious consideration it must
be evident that a language is just as little independent of this
mental light and atmosphere as ordinary colors are indepen-
dent of light in the physical world. Appreciation of German
language-forms implies the power of transferring oneself 0
this German light and atmosphere, and we can appreciate the
forms only in so far as we are able to examine them in this
creative and wivifying medium. Language is not a written
thing simply. It is the merest accident that it should be such
at all. The written forms serve only to call up the real langt”
age, which lies far desper than any forms can reach. They aré

p nomore the language itself than a fossil skeleton is the live

mastodon ; they are the remains of what once was an exigtenc®
in the mind of the writer—nothing more ; and we, the readers
are required to clothe these ““dead bones” afresh and breath®
into them anew their breath of life ; and each one of us for him-
self. If the dead forms are more expressive to you than to you!
neighbour, it is because you inspire more vitality into thet
than he: you have a larger fund of experiences and association?

 With which to clothe them. You may faney that all the beauty

of language lies in the forms themselves, because thege are he
immediate cause of the thoughts with which your mind is occt
pied; but a little consideration will shew that these depend »
entirely upon personal associations for their peculiar forcé
Ou'r only possible conclusion, then,is that the only language-form
which are language-forms—which we can in any sense be said ¥
know—are those which are directly associated with our personal
experience.,

This may lpe granted ; but have we not our language experi'
ence in English? Is it not a simple matter to give our expefi'
ences in German dress ?

We have our store of English experiences, and in so far W%
know our Englishi ; but to those who have caught the force and
truth of our figure of the mosaies it must appear absurd ¥
speak of clothing English ideas in German dress, or of obser"
ing German forms in an English light. The sum total of G¢*"
man th_ot}ghts and feelings may equal the English sum tot#”
but individual German thoughts and feelings do not coinei? -
with Knglish : else would their language forms coincide, A8
the mosaic we find that nearly every block selected from 02°:
composition exhibits peculiar projections and curves, #8°1
espeeially tints, which no block—perhaps no number of bloc¥
taken from the other composition can match, so do we find witd:.
words and expressions in language. Germans have their €.
periences .and associations entirely different from ours; ghetf ;.
language is and_ always must be the outcome of thege, and ovf.
only way to their language is through their experience’. g

We all know that in commencing the study of a language ws
regard each word as a clearly marked equivalent of one or mO*}
English words, and that at our next meeting with that parti¢%d
larword the English form immediately rises in our mind 88%%
sugaests the ideas  The ghost of the Fnglish word naunts thﬁi :




