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limaI, when he pronounces tbis Being to be inscrutable, he
îs false to his own better thoogbts.

13EGINNINGO0F RELIGION.

lu nur ox'erv day mood we are occupied %vilb the lbiugs
that immeliatelv present lhemselves t our sousos -\vitb
what we sec and bear and laste and hiaudie, or xve are
eugaged iu shaping lhings mbt new forms, constructin., a
hons, or a sleam englue, or a book. There is anoîher
mood of whicb xve bave ail had exporience, in which we
turn away from ail Ibis dotail, and xvo sav bo ourselves,

Ail is une," andi Ibese tbings 1 see arounîl me are but
parts cf cue slupeudoiis witole :" ail finite thîngs are lu

incessant flu'-tuation, transition and melamorphosis; evoît
the ' s0 schi(l-seeming earth' bas gene tbrough many
changes. aud is moving b ait uukuowu doom. Successive
generaîbous of animais and of men are ever appoarîng and
vanishiîug lîke forest ba-ves, au il yet, tbrougb ail Ibis busy
growtb aud de -av, thero il sowe'ipil,'t1 Ibal is unicbaitge il
and uucbh't ýoahie. rhîs there arises in us a deep and
solermi emoition, hotun of thc conîrast of the funite and
the iitfiuiîe, the transitcry aitheb eternai-an emoîlon
tbat iuforms the noblest, if also bbe sa'ldest, verses of the
poels, and Ihal lies at th2 hirtlî of religion it ail ils formis
-aun modes. Here in fact we bave lthe first vague, shadowy
and udefine I c >nceplion cf God. But observe tbat or
attitude is mtinly negali,,e. The supreme, xve say lu Our-
selves, is nef any or ail cf tbese fluite lhings that sve see,
and bear, aîîd tcucb, bol sometliing allogetber bigber.
Ho does nul pass away, bol r-nains for ever.

iSIrfNCFi( *S t;'NKNONVAB,-TFHO INITIAI, SiTAGE OF REcLIGION.

NIr. Spucncer separtes lthe fitite au ilthe infinîte,
the knowii and the uuknown. Tite ittitite ho couceixes
as a sbt, I îvv Xoitder, a vag-ie, illimîitabie soînething
wh icb elu les the grasp of dlefiite thoughl, tid svhich'
jusl becauise of ils il lfiiteîîess ,îud iitp tliaility, aif rds
free play 10 lthe inmaginative and C!nto11it' c)abreý Aiid
unduuble'lly there i1s so)mî'tbiug fascintiril iu titis c lu-
ceplion. But il is it te ho ail and eud ail cf religion,
bol oniv ils initial slate. As inex'itabl.v as say lc our
selves, 'Tite tiukno\vabie is,' Ibore arises tbe queosticn,
.Bol w/oit is it l' There is no wav of escapiitg tîte dilem-

ima ebîbor cf pisilively cou -civiug the Infinite, or cf
ccnfessing, Ibat imagination bas outroît realily. Tbal
realily wbîcb tbe intellect cannot aI ail coinpreblend, the
imaginaliou will accu let drop. A Gud Ibat is ncl known
is for us no God.

Him who is ignorantly worsbipped will afler a lime
cease 10 ho worsbipped at ail. To tellos Ibat tbe unity c f
-ail existence is for evor iîîscrutable is to prepare tbe xvay
for the rejeclicu of ail bellot iii the divine. But, as a
malter of fact, while Mr. Spencer and bis fciiowcrs pro-
claim. te inscrulability cf the intinito wiîh Iheir mauîhs,
in their bearts thev confess tbal Ho is ''ccii fat fiont aity
nte cf ilis," For tb1 ev tel uis that Ho is ''manifestedl 10ils

in ail existence,'' antd tat xvbicb is s-)' mauiifesîed" cari-
nlot ho unknown, mucb iess uukîîowale,

RELATIONS cF SCIENTIFIC ANI) RLLIGiOIIS c)EVEIOPMENT.

Tbese consîderalicus lead 1<> a truer conception cf the
ïnlellecloal developmteîtt of mar ian is t t bo fouit i elîber
in Comte or lu Spencer. Against tbe former xve inusI
deuv Ibat tbe development cf religion was a îtoreiy ne-
-tive prcces in wbicb the b"lief in the divine %vas gradua'i-
ly reflnei awav, util il vaitishe- int mota niig; as against
tbe latter, w-, must deiay that the soie rosidiiiin cf religions
progreas is tbe ,)llsciousness5 cf an imîdefinable and on-
tbinkabie reilitv, Science afid religion are inseparable
strands cf tbou-;bt Ibat h-tve beýýn intîerîsvined from tbe
daw~n of reasoi. The advattce of reli.-ion and ltbe a Ivance

of science are realiy phases of one great movement of
thought. The one has gained nothing tbat has not been
equally a gain of the other. As that scientific wonder
which urges men on to the conquest of fresh fields of
knowledge can neyer die away so long as mani is man. so
religion musî continue t0 seek for ever worthier and
nohler conceptions of God. Thus harmony is introdured
int our view of the wbole process of spiritual advance;
and thus also Ive gel rid of the fretful pessimism at present
in fashion, as well as of its couterpart.

"TPhe barren optixniistiC soPiiisi ries
Of coîi'ortale ioes-"

the one springing frorn a seltish concentration on one's
own petty pains, -and the other from an eqoally selfish
c<onting up of one's immerliate pleasures, and we learu to
symnpathize 'vith that large optimism of the purest and
highest mninds of ail ages, wbicb, xibout turning away i
indifférence from the xvretcbedness and the evil of the
woibi, conteînplasîs ail lhings under the formn of eternity,
and tests in the indestructible laith of

One Gtîd, one lis e e leicent,
Ancd one fer-off divinîe event,
'l'o whjci thie wvhoie creistion movos."

A&NNUAI[ GAMIES.
cc ONLXY hope il xviii be a fine day to-niorrow, was

Ithe oft ropoated exclamiation of rnany a student on
\Vednosday afternoon, and the hope a as îlot vain :for
On University I ax', 187(), that ficlie and \s ,iwardj old
nuonarch, the weathcr-1ing, svas iii one of bis inildest and
miost gracions îuoo lIs .Aud twas weli he was so, other-

%vise thle \thietic Sports Of 187t) would not have passed

off so suiccessfuliv as they u]ii. The main cause xvby the
sportIs were iiore iîîteicsling this yeaî tban hast is due, we

believe, 10 the sug-gestion made hast sessioîn thal the coun-

mittee cf managemenl shouid be appointed in the Spring;

and thus leave plenty of lime 10 make doliberate and com-
ploIe arrangements, instead of the impromptu aud hastily
conceived plans on whicb lhey were borelofore conducîed.

''Tis is a precedent which %ve hope 'viii beroafter always
be followed. Anoîher good move, and one which is much
to thecredit of the commiltee, Nvas the invi*ing of the
Modical and Miiiîarv studenîs, bo take part in the con-
tests, thus creating a friendly spirit cf emulation among
the three institutions, and alae showing that there is a
growing desire that the Medical and Arts studenîs shouid.
be un as harmonicus and cordial termis as becumes those
wlto, if they beiong to different cuilegos, are under tbe
samne University. And xve hupe it, viii itot lie the last
lime that the disciples cf Minerva, AEscuiapius and Mars
will be seen competing on lthe saime grassy sward for the
praises and laureis of tibeir fello\vs. The evclus were ad-
vertisO(l 10 begin at one4tharp, but it was ot until baîf an
hoor or so laler that the bell was rung for the flrst cou-
îesî-puttiug the 2o lb. shot. Iu this about a dozen
brawny Milos entored the arena, and ail made exceedingiv
good throwing, but the first lhrcws cf Pratt cf '83, and
Young cf '82, cf 29 feet and 28 fi, 10 in. respectively, wore
nover exceeded. 'rhese ' pots' are exceptionabiv good,
and would do crodit bo professional athles. The next
on tbe list xvere lbrowing tbe ligbl and beavy bammers, of


