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made up their mintis to face the secession of Mr. Chamberlain and Sir
Chartes Dilke, with one other member of the Cabinet who took the saine
side, and ]et the Qovernment be broken up, if that was the inevitable con-
sequence, rather than abandon those clauses of the Crimes Act which were

deemeti essential. to the preservation. of loyal life and property in Irelancl.

0f this we are certainly informed, and we state it with satisfaction because
ià shows that opportunism, as political roguery 15 110W styled, lias not

triumphed over duty and honour in the breasts of ail British Statesmen.
Before the delivery of Mr. Parnell's arrogant manifesto avowing that he
would be satisfied with nothing less than the Dismemberment of the
Ulnited Krngdoin, the division among the Liberal chiefs continued to sub-
sist, and Mr. Gladstone remained unwilling to resume the leadiership of a

party which was disunited on the great issue of the day. Mr Parnell and
Lord Randoipli Churchill between thema have chang'id the scenie. The
Liberal Party is now united, at ail events in opposition to Dismember-

mient, and can appeal to the nation to give it sunch a majority over Par-
rnellites and Tories combined as will prevent Mr. Parnell f rom being master
of the bouse of Commons andi place the Union out of danger: an appeal to

which it is highly probable that the nation, now fairly brouglit face to face

with the danger, will responti. Lord Salisbury's fortune lias kicked the beam.

Ma. GLADSTONE'S manifesto, though. we were told that it had caused
Unhoundeti chagrin among the Liberals by its tameness, has manifestly

serveti the purpose with which it was drawn up. It hias brought ail sections

of the Party, that represented by Mr. Gosclien as well as that of Mr.

Chamberlain and the Radicals, again undpr the Grand Old Man's umbrella.

It appears to be about the best stroke of strategy that Mr. Gladstone lias

ever made. The full text of it is not yet before us, but we may assume

that its leading points have been correctly given. It declares for the

abolition of prirnogenriture and entail, and for the reformi of the bouse of

Lords. Both of these articles were evidently indispensable parts of a

Liberal programme anti the second is the necessary consequence of the first,
8 flce, without the entaileti estates, a hereditary House of Lords would be

a moire set of coronets on poles. Agricultural depression is as severe, and

the prospect of improved prices for grain ani an increase of rents is s0

Poor that a desire soers to be gaining grounti among the great landowners

theinselves of unfettering their estates anti facilitatingy sale in ortier that they

Illay be able to save themselves fromn utter muin by making the most of the

COtnmaodity in their hantis. On the critical subject of Disestablish ment,
e4r. Gladstone's trumpet seems to have uttereti no certain soiint, lie having
raerely intimated lis willingness to entertain the question by s-iying that

iU is opinion, the Churdli would survive the change. On this point the
Party is not united, the section representeti by the London Sp,-ctrttor being

8troogly opposeti to Disestablishinenit, while the Nonconformist enthus-
iasw by which the movement was chiefly sustained hias sufforeti abatement,

with the strength of Nonconiformity itself, through the general decline of

eligions zeal and the growth of secret scepticismi which prefers the quiet

shelter of an established Churcli. Mr. Glailstonre's apologetic language on

the subject of the intervention in Egypt anti his intimation of willingness

t' Wvithdraw fromn the country, will conciliate the strong Anti-Jingoes of
the Party who were deeply scandalizeti by the war, thongli it will by no

iiieans conciliate the Jews. Of the schemne for piirchasing the Irish vote

by the disintegration of the Uniteti King lom which was propountied some

I ioI7ths ago by Mr. Chamnberlain through the EoPtnight/y, anti whidh we
were confidently assureti was to be adopted as the Party programme, the
Milifest, makes no mention ; in its place appearb a tieclaration of adhemence

tO the Unity of the Empire, coupled with a promise to whicli no Liberal

Will demur ini favour of an extension in Jreland, as well as in the other
Xingtiou1 s, of local se1f-iovernment. NKom is there any expression of sympathy

itMr. Chain berlain's semi.socialistic plans for holding to ransom the

Pro7perty of the rich. These deficiencies, no doubt, Mr. Chamberlain notes,

Yet le emphatically tieclares his approval of the mnanifesto. Ilis policy

bias been, and still is, to ativance under cover of Mr. Glatistone's naine.

Ollly in. Mr. Gladstone's naine can he hope to win the election. When the

electî 0 n lias been won anti Mr. Glatistone lias retireti, Mm. Chamberlain

'il' strike for the leadiership iii his own naine andtiutier his uwn flag.
Thern the Split between the Libemals and the Radicals will come.

Wi'IEN the rebellion in the North-West broke ont, we noteti the strain
Which the division between British and French sympathies respectin g Riel

atid lis cause was laying on the bond of Confeâcration. At the time we
'vere coamisely abuseti for revcaling a dangerous feature of the situationy

thotigh suppression of the facet wvhich stared everybody in the face woulti

ha"beenl as liopeless as anr attempt to husli up an eclipse of the Sun. The

P'enchi we Were told, were as zealous as the Britjsh, anti Frenchi troops
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were being sent to the North-West. To the North-West Frenchi troops
were sent, but it was not deemeti expedient to senti thera to the front. There
can surely be 110 doubt now as to the real state of the case. We do not
blame the Frendh. It is perfectly natumal that they shoulti sympathize
with men of their own race anti their own religimn; it is perfectly natural
that their heurts shoulti be on the side of n movement the success of which
would have given their race and their religion the ascendency in the
North-West. We, in their place, shoulti feel as they do. But the fact
remains. The extension of the French nationality, attendeti as it is with
an increased intensity of French sentiment anti with a revival of Colonial
feeling towards Olti France, is the great anti growing danger of Confedera-
tion. We believe, anti mejoice in the belief, that the social relations between
the French anti British in Canada are perfectly gooti. The political
relations are as friendly as those of separate nationalities, with different
languages anti religions, incntieti in one state coulti be expecteti to be. But
British anti Frenchi Canada aie two nations: their fusion is less probable
than ever, anti the assimilatîng forces of British Canada are far too weak
ever to have a chance of converting the Frenchi into British. It is true
that in the Swiss Confederation German, French anti Italian Cantons are
combined. But there are not two great masses of antagonistic nationality
confronting each other as there are in our case; noir tioes the difference of
religion coincide with tbat of race anti language. Moreover, the Swiss
Confederation was formeti by the pressure of an overwlielîning necessity
arising fromn extemnal danger many centuries ago, anti time has ceinenteti
the structure which, if reareti to-day or yestemday, it miglit be difficult to
sustain. Even Switzerland hat ihem Secession of the Catholic Cantons anti
was brouglit to the very verge of civil war.

A DISAGREEMENT between British anti French Canada furnishes the
Irish etiitor ýof the New York Post anti Nation with an opportunity, which
lie eagerly seizes, of venting lis social spleen against the British character.
bis cherisheti theory is that the British are too, arrogant, ill-inannereti anti
otiious to get on with people of any other race. This, lie maintains, it is
that makes themr as conquerors specially odious to the conquereti. Tliat as
conquerors they are specially otiious to the conquereti is a fact which lie
continues complacently to assume in.face of the recent display of 1-indoo
loyalty to British mIle. Hie affirms that the Britisli-Canatiians habitually
insult the Frendh by accusing themn of neglecting vaccination anti of tiirty
habits, particularly "lof not tubbing," whereas, lie says, the Frendh are
really cleaner than the British. That neglect of vaccination causes com-.
plaints when it is bringing upoil a city the ravages of small-pox is sumely
not a very conclusive proof of insolence of race on the part of those whose
lives are entiangered ; anti the etiitor of the Post anti Nation will finti that
the outcry against the Frencli-Canadians on this grounti is .iust as louti in
Maine, Vermont anti New Hlampshire as it is iii Montreal. The idea that
the British -Canadians are in th(> habit of insulting the French by reflec-

tions on their personal cleaîmliness, anti by accusing them of not tubbing, is
a characteristic product of the Celtic fancy, quickeneti by the influences of

New York anti inspireti by the Natiotnalist inovement. Tire social relations

betîveen the two races, we repeat, are entirely kinti; the most stutiious

respect lias always been slijwn by the British authorities to the religion,
laws anti customns of the French ; anti the French have hati their full share
of power anti of honours. Their cliief men have been anti are proud to
wear titles conferreti by the British Cmown, anti it was one of their leaders

who saiti that the last gun fireti on this Continent in tiefence of British
dominion woulti be fimeti by a Fr(,eh-C'iatiian. Does any monument of
Spanislh conquest bear on its opposite sides the trames of Cortes and Monte-
zuma, as the monument at Quebec bears the names of Wolfe anti
Montcalm î The editor of the Post anti Nation contmasts the unpopularity
of British witli the popularity of Roman coriquest. The Roman conqueror

of Gaul slew a million of the natives, made slaves of another million,
extemminateti whole tribes, mavageti large districts, anti reserveti the gallant

leader of the conquemed nation, Vercingetorix, to be butdhereti in colti

blooti on the day of triumph. By sncb- methotis the populamity of the

conquest miglit soem to have been ensureti, yet they titi not prevent
rel)llion untier Civilis, or the agrarian insurrection of the Bagaudie in

later times, while, after flve centuries of Roman mule, a hantiful of barba-

rian invaders coulti mardi througli the favoumite province of the Empire

without having a loyal swomd dmawn against themn in its defence. In

British India, thouigl theme have been military mutinies anti local riots,
there hias neyer been anlything womtliy of the name of a political rebellion,
anti when the Empire was thmeateneti witli Russian invasion, offers of men

anti money poumeti in from every sitie. India lias a free native Press, anti

if she is wrongeti hem cries can be heard. Insteati of being the most

oppressive, the Englishînan lias beewi the least oppressive of conquerors,


