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deflite treaty form, bas heen concbuded betweeu two

othor great powers wbich, tbough themacîves wide as the

,poles asunder in their poitical institutions and forms of

goverumont, are yet uuited by the strouger bond of a

common jealousy, a common dread, and perhaps even a

comnion hatred of their great rivais ? No eue cau for a

moment doubt tbat if France felt strong enough to over-

power bier mighty neighbeur and wrest the lest provinces

freni bier grasp, the attempt would be muade hefore this

season is over. No one can doubt that if Russia feit

stroug eueugh, either alene or with the aid of France, the

Easteru question would be settled in a fashion very differ-

eut frein that which on Lord Salisbury now felicitates

the worid. The Premier is represented as baving attached

great value te the viits of Emperor William sud tbe

Prince of Naples in assuring the world of the peaceful

ideas of the great powera. But it is impossible to forget that

these visita are betweeu friendly nations sud at least pos-

sible allies, sud that, instead cf allayiug the aniînosity of the

hostile powers, tbey have bad reaily the opposite cffcect, of

rekindliug it; te au intense hîcat. 'lo bereditary enemies

the warlike pageants sud tbe roar of canon which attend

every stop of the royal visitera' progresa, speak the lau-

guage cf deiance net cf conciliation, sud stimulate

roengefut pas3ion rather than beget a love of pesce.

These miethods may put ofF' the evil day te au indefinite

future, but the day cf securo sud lasting peace in Europe

will nover dawn until the work of goneral disarmameut

shaîl have been comimenced in carnest. If Lord Salis-

bury andf the Q,,uen iiho e rves could but bring influence

te bear te lîring about ai, international movomnent in this

direction, they miîgit indeed caru the gratitude of oppressed

millions and inherit the blesaîng pronounced upon the

genuine peacemiakers.

IORI) SALISI3URY'S speech at the Lerd Mayor's
-~banquet the other day Couhed upon many cf the

greateat questions ef the time withî the force that belongs

te, bis atrong 1 ersonality, as weli as with the weight that

attaches te the words of the Prime Miniter o! Great

Britain. 'lo what exteut the imiproved condition of Ire-

land i8 due te coercien, as distinct fromi the effects of the

Land Act snd other remeýdisi legimlation ef this sud pre-

ceding Parliaments, is a question upon wbicb there is,

notwithatanding bis clear expression, roem for diflereuce

o! opinion, [t reinains aise te bbs seen whetber the

absence during the proent session of the obstruction

whicb formnerly hindered legilation is due se mnuch te

either or beth o! the above causes as to the fact that tho2e

wbo bave itherto piayed the obitructionist rôle have

been weakened sud alinost paralyzed by the divisions in

thir rankH caused by Parnei's extraordiuary course.

There cau be ne doubt, bowever, that the successive Land

Aa have proved moat powerful palliatives of Irish dis-

content, as weii they nigbt, aeeing that they strike at the

root of the groateat evils wbicb bave so long aflicted that

unhappy country. Whether these or any other -ý,easures,

short of H1ome Rule in seine feri, wiil prove a permanent

cure of [rish discontent, as Lord Salisbury believes, is per-

hapa more doulotfui. Tihe fact that Mr. Balfour is promising

a lai-goeieasure of local self-government, after the plan cf

that grauted to lengland sud Scotiand, shows bis conviction

that somiething f urther wiib bave to be done. E vidently lie

hopea, by the concession of the amnailei- niesure o! Roei

Rule, to obviate the necessity for the langer oue demanded.

Wbether this result will foliow, is at easat deubtfui. It

seemm quite as likeiy that the Ceunty Council may be accepted

as the thin end of the wedge of Home Rule, te be driven

f urther by a later Parliameut, under the stress cf the btter

organized pressure which the Couuty Council system wili

enable tbe local " patriots " to hring te bear. Be that as

it may, the course proposed by the Goverument is cleariy

the wisest it could adopt, sud another proof of the astute,

ness o! Lord Salisburv sud bis able lieutenant, Mn.

Balfour. t is in the firat place direct]y in lino with

the policy aircady se weii inaugurated, that of the devolu-

tien cf s portion of thie bunien of pureiy local legislation

frein the long over-laden back cf Parliameut to the

alîculders upon which it most fittingly resta. And, then,

in this case, as ln that of the Land Bill, the Goverument

will once more by adoptiug the safer sud better part o!

the Opposition policy compel the Opposition, fer consiat-

ency's sake, to support its meak!ures. Meauwhile, the

other remedial agencies already set in epenatien wili be

doîng thoir wonk of pacification, valuable time will have

becu gsined, sud there is at Ieast room te hope that the

vitality of the Honme Rule agitation~ may b2 gradually

decaying.

T HE latest reports fromi China indicate that the aresTof disturbance is being enlsrged. According to sm

accounts the wbole Empire is in a ferment, and on the eve

of another great rebellion. Ronce the massacre of mis-

sionaries in one quarter snd the placards threatoning

foreigners in others are regarded as the outcome of the

rebel temper snd policy, the chief aimi being to embroil the

nation witb foreiguers in order to emabarrsss and cripple

the Government. Be that as it may, the fact that warabips

are coming together from ail parts of Chinese and Japanese

waters, aud that the Yang-tszi-Kiang is covered with men-

of-war flying the British, American, Frencli, German,

BRussian and Spaniab flaga, shows that serious trouble is

anticipated. The ambassadors appear te be acting in

concert te a degree which is itacîf an evidence that they

believe the danger to be serious. The Goverument at

Pekin ia said to be paralyzed with terror, fearing lest evil

days like those of the great Taeping rebeihion may be in

store for the country. t is quite possible that aIl these

rumours are wido of the mark, and that the disorders may

prove te be local in character and temporary. If it be

true, as is rumoured in the lat reports, that other mission

stations are boing attacked and further massacres of mis-

sionaries tsking place, the Empire is certainly in danger of

being beld to a strict accountability. Ritherto, bowever,

the Government seems to have done everything in its

power to prevent, or put a stop te, outrages and protect

foreiguers, and so long as snch a disposition is shown, it is

likely that foreign nations will recognize the difficuitios of

the situation and act with forbearance, especially since

they aIl probably desire the coutinusuce of the present

Ohinese Goverrnment.

D <RJNG bis viit to the United States s littie wbiie

ago, the 1ev. Mr. Barnet made the start]ing asser-

Lion tlîat labeur conditions in the city of Boston were

worse than in the citv of London. Iu a series cf sermons,

the Rev. Louis A. Banks, an loquent miinister of the

Episcopal Methodist Cburch in South 1Bostoni, bas recently

made public facts discovered by hiis ewn personal investi-

gations wbich go far to prove the trutb of Mr. Barnet's

statements. Soine of these facts are truly appallîng.

For example, a wemian witb a tbree,-yeýar-old cbild to sup-

port was making for a leading dry-goods firoi white aprons,

a yard long, bemmed across theý bottoui and on both sides,

making, witb the strings, six long seamns. For these sho

was paîd at the munificent rate cf fiftejen cents a dozen.

By working sixteon hours she could make four dozen a day,

but the care of ber child prevented lier from rnaking more

than three dozen, thus earning forty-five cents. Even this

poor pittance was reduced to forty by an express charge

wbich she was obliged to psy for tbe carniage cf the goods.

Another woman makes treusers, or Il pants," sonie ef

tbem "Ilcustom " work, for ten cents a pair. Another

makes cbeap overcoats at four cents apiece, another knee

Ipants " fer boys at sixteen cents a dozen pairs. StilI

suether, an English woman, is working on fine cloth

pants. By working very long bouirs sbe can complote

four pairs a day. Sho recoives thirteen cents a pair.

Perbaps the mos4t painfully suggestive among many bar-

rowing cases is that of a young womnan wbo wass nak-

ing overails, in wbiclb hy actual mneasurement tbere

were in each pair 32ý1 feet cf aewing, for ive cents a pair,

less expressage fer tde lot, te sud fro. Says a writer in

the Christian Union, froin whoae account we quete:

"lThe poor girl stated that while she was compelled to

make a (loZn pairs a day, in the b-louse cf Correction,

wbere somes of the work was done, thcy bad but te finish

igbt pairs a day and bad comfortahle iodgings and good

food." Was it strange Il that she bad sometiînes ssked lber-

self wbetber it would not be better to commit some crime

and be incarcerated, where life would be far more endur-

able than in the close sud noisome tenement ? " Sucb are

some of the fruits of the Il sweating " proceas, as carried

on in the Ilcultured " city of Boston, tbe borne of Ameni-

eau Philosophy. One would be tempted to preach a

homily to bis Republican neighbours on the blackness cf

human greed, or to moralize on the terrible fruits of the

much belauded law of competition, in business if e across the

border, were eue but sure thiat uotbing of the kiud is

going on in our ewn city and country. But wben we

thiuk of the prices t which many articles ef ready-made

clotbing and other products cf baud-labour are placarded

for sale in the doors and windows of sbops in the city

of Toronto, we can but sbrewdly guess sud fear that tbe

sweater is uotuukuowu in our fair city, sud that if we

could but go bebind the scenes snd trace the process of

manufacture of some of these marvellousaly cheap articles,

we right find that those who purchase theinare deal-

ing in the very life-forces of their fello,-beingi Alas,

that even in our miost prosperous places il bread sbould

be so dear and human life so cheap."

W'E have on former occasions commleite(l on the injkY
that is likely to lie inflicted on British publisherby

the provision of the American Copyright Act wich

requires that, in order to enjoy its protection, tbe e0Y5 Of

foreign authors must be printed front plates prepad la

the UJnited Stittes. In other words, ail the mPchèic5î

work necessary to publication must be donc on this deof

the ocean. If the sanie conditions weue laid dow and

enforced by the British Copyright law in regard i> the

publishing of the works of United States authors in tXs5t

Britain, the two selfish enactmtents might counterba9,nc

each other and neither country bo much the worsP A

matters are, the advantage seenis to ho wholly on th side

of the Aniericani publisher. It bas been popularl, suIY

posed, and the thought is orie of the irst that su'ge5ts

itsolf, that the result of the clauses in the iJnited States
Act referred to might bie that both the English and .iiier'

can editions of new and important works of Britisb

authors would be printed froîn American plates e"

here another difliculty, and a vcry serious m PrC-

Hents itself. Arnerican plates, as the'Io Mms has ' Djitd

out, involve American spelling, and Ainericaa pei

ing, as we ail know, is an a1tomination in the eyes O

British readers. The conservative instincts of the peOPl

so slow to accept innovations, woul(l scarcely bc, ab]@ tO

survive the loss of the a in labour, /ienour, etc., and of va"'

ous other superflucius letters in other words. Tlhe Out '

cone of the difficîilty wilI be watched with a good deal Of

curiosity. Meanwhile, British authors sein disposed to

accept the new American law with satisfaction and thal1k'

fulness, leaving ail sucb rminoir natters to aditist thel

selves, as they will soion (Io, to the new condition4.

017A WA LETTEMl

T was broad dayligbt on Wednesday miorniing last week
Iwhen the division on Sir Btichard Cartwright"s afeid

ment to the tariff resolutions was reaclhed at laiet, but the
galleries held a number of spectators, among them n ot&
few of the sex described as fair. That aujectit'e muet be
confined to physical qualities, for if ever you wish to boer
the purest partisanhip-it would hardly do to 8ay tinblll5h
ingly oxpressed-the talk in the little coteries of w0onee
who affect Il gaing to the flouse " atrords the opportunitY'
Even admiration of Mr. Laurier's or Mr. ChapleBe'
oratory, or appreciation of the conversational powers01

certain Il wips," is qualiied by expression of ý feeling t00

strong and too keenly worded to be nerely regret that the
particular man under discussion is on thewrong Oide'
Rfis female critic is invariably on the rigbt oue. AJI,,o
for the uncouthness, stupidity or general "bad forinO
somebody, is it not always made up for by h.s being 9 1e

a gond Conservative, you know," or Liberal, as the c'go
may bie ?Titis sîmplicity of motive and thougt is VIr

feminine, and therefore doubtless very 'carming.P.or

baps it but expresses the relative crudity of the Canadi»o
masculine idea of polities. [t lbaves, however, the fleld
stili open for any ambitious woînan wlii is quali1ed'
capable and desirous to exercise in Ottawa that subt 0'
reined, and at timoes potent, infl uence which is well knOWi"
at Westminster, but whicb as nover been pos sessed WO
any extent bore, even by the wives of the lastt
Premiers, with aIl the genuine respect and liking each0
these gained in society at large sud ini their politWcel
relations.

The vote gave the Governnment a majority of Wny
six in an almnost ful House. Two seats vacant, which n057
fairly bie put down as Conservative, would offset the P09 1'
ble defection of Messrs. Tarte and Savard, so this figer0

represents pretty well the actual miajority. [t shows thae
the Conservatives, in spite ef mincir differences, have uld6
up their minds to stand solidly together ou tlieir old trad

Flatform, aud have not weakened at ail in thoir wavillg 0

the old flag tbough the old leader is gone.
With the tarif debate eut of the way, the luariflg o

the docks for the next serious encounter at close quiirtor

began. The remainder of the week was given to legislat'IlO
sud a number of Bills, nearly ail of minlor impo.rios,
were passed and sent to the Sonate, whicb body is b
pretty busy. Amoug the incidents of preparation for "
political struggle in1 the bye-elections was a Bill to 60d
the time for preparing the Lists of Voters under O
Electoral Franchise Act fromt the lst to tbe i5thj
August. All available recruits are hein,, actively drutlO
up by both parties, and the Revising Officers are haViflg
busy time of it. &

The Royal Assent that couverts a Bill into an Ac t
given ou Friday to this measure, two other Govern"3n.
Bis and a lot of private Bills, including four divorce 13'î'0

For the third time thi8 session the 1ssent has beefi 9
by deputy, as is usual during the course of a sessiofl,
when the Governor-General is in town. On this ocs
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