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SA UNTERING9.

PEItHÂPS nothing is more characteristic of the movement in fiction of the
last decade than its vigorous trend in the direction of translations. The
foreigu element in the fiction of the average country-town public library
used to, consist almost exclusively of "lLes Miserables " and "Sélections "
from Balzac, witb possibly a translation of "lManon Lescaut" which. bad
slipped in by the inadvertence of the board of directors, or the somnewhat
limited acquaintance enjoyed by these gentlemen with the Frenchi classies.
Perbapa it is flot much better now, for the country-town library is slow of
assimilation and its directorate apt to be of the opinion that ahl foreigu
literary matter emanates directly from the devil ; but there is at least the
opportunity to-day for its shelves to be replenisbed with the very boldest
and beet of the novelists working, under the varions independent theories
of their age and country. The readers of snch libraries may lay them-
selves under the spell of almost the wbole of the imeomparable Il Comedie
Humaine "; tbey may know the grace and penetrating cbarmi of Daudet ;
the tbrobbing réalisai of Flaubert ; niay read between the, lnes ail the
subtle pbilosophy of Georges Sand in the liglit of lier passionate life. A
wbole new set of ethics in fiction înay be revealed to themn in the novels
of Toistoi. Tonrgenieff tbey bad in Englieli before, and baîf a dozen other
notable Russians are available in Frenchi. These two great foreign schools
absorli tbree quarters of the interest of the reading public, but the thoughît
of any number of isolated novelists behonging to other countries reaclies
our publie-of (lerrnany, Italy, Spain, Scandinavia, even of Japan. Popu-
lar intereet in books of this sort bas risen to a heiglit whicb muet astonish
the pubiebers, accustomed as they have been to tind a prejudice instead,
arising from the unfarniliar names, the unrecognizauble social situations, the
foreign cliaracter-ideais of other than Anglo-Saxon fiction makers. The
average novel reader likes above ail a book in wbicb. bis imagination wil
permit biîn to feel at home, a book in wbicli the people taik as lie woîuld
like ta bave talked, and act, as lie would like to bave acted, and a book
which makes any number of sacrifices of the probabuhities in order to
arrive at an ortbodox and comfortable conclusion. At least, that is wliat
the average novel reader used to like. And lie could flot bear the foreigu
novel because lie neyer could get into relation witb it. But lis taste
appears to lie undergoing a change-a conversion to catbolicity.

This tendency to the introduction of foreign literature bas been miade
the ba8is of an argument that deduces intellectual poverty at home. It is
flot a fair deduction. The last décade in England and America bas pro-
duced no Baizacs or Toîstois yet recognixed, but it muet be remembered
that Balzac and Tolstoi are of no decade, but eacli of his century. And
we have, plenty of native books that compare more than favourably with
the minor foreign productions borne in to our shores on the wave that
brings the greater ones. It is not necessary eitber to suppose that
because people are reading foreign books tbey are not also reading
home productions. There is no exclusive principle of that sort in litera-
tuare. The more widely the taste of the people is developed in tliese
mattera the keener and readier their appreciation of the tbings wbidh are
at band. It is certainly pleasanter, and 1 think juster, to attribute this
new and growing interest to, the love of travel wbich bas been so increased
by the clieap, qnick and easy modern means of going abroad, to the object
lessons of commerce wbidb tbrow so strong a liglit upon domestic and
social life other than ours, and to tho expanding perception and deligbt in
procees which is one of the cliaracteristies of the better literary taste of
the age, and whicb is abundantly gratified in the observation of foreign
methode.

Wbatever its cause, the result, of the admission of these new influences
upon the minds of iction-makers in EngIish must be an interesting one.
We have no business rasbly to conclude that our novelists were subject to
them before, in the original, with ail the additional potency of the foreign
vehbicle for the foreign idea. If the average novelist is much of a linguist,
his work, adorned as it of ten is with the most commonphace of conventional
foreignisms, fails to show it. It would be much more reasonable to con-
cliade that hie is not usually a university graduate, by the samne token and
for mucli the sanie cause lie is not usually versed in the languages. The
average novel does not represent so, mucli stock in popular interest to its
author, upon the dividende of which lie can enjoy American comforts at
home and European huxuries abroad, pay luis taxes and educate bis family.
A W. D. Howells may enchain the multitude, and go and live sumptu-
oushy in Florence on the income fromn bis books, acquiring Italian enough
to make himi a critic of the poets of that country. A Robert Louis Ste-
venson may lead it with a torch into regions of psychical darkness unex-
phored before, and reap the wberewithah to travel to the United States
and add ahI the various dialects of American to hie list of lingual acquaint-
ances. But W. D. Howehhs and Robert Louis Stevenson are flot produc-
ers of the avorage novel. A fair type of that clase miglit lie taken from.
among working journaliste, professors. lawyers or doctors, men whose
efforts in fiction are put forth chiefly to supplement a main income from
another source, and are not at ai necessarilv indicative of either the desire
or the opportunity for lingual accomplishients. The work of an author
of this clase muet be influenced more or lese, according to bis receptivity,
by thie new insighit into foreign ideale and their treatment. Hie will miss
the sublest part of the art in the adaptation of the native word to the
native uses, but the force of the centrai idea and the significance of the
cpisodes that cluster about it cannot fail to imprees bim. The effeet of
this will not lie found in any change of bis human and other material, for
the average novelist muet employ, to lie successful, alwaye that which lies
close to0 band, but in the wav in whicb lie regards bis material, and the use
f0 whicli lie pute it. And as the great body of society is more affected in

its principles and purposes 1by the average novel tha aj it cares to admit, the
effect there wilI also doubtless reward the observer.

It is not pleasant to note the more fréquent rc currence of the novel
with theological aimes to serve. Before the prej adices awakened by IlThe
New Antigone," in Roman Catholie interests, have quite subsided, cofino
Robert Eismere, in the interests apparently of a kind of ChristianitY
without Christ. This last book is of a literary stature to attract the att6lr
tjon of two such éminent tcritics as Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Andrew Lsng,
who have both reviewed it, altbough Mr. Lang's article does give onelOh
impression that it was Mr. Gladstone's action in the matter that drew the
later reviewer's wonderin g attention to the novel and led him to beljeve

that it was vortb while to record a different opinion. The theologi'âl
romance always starts witb a fair-seemning resamblance to ail other
romances. If the docttinal bias of any of its p~eople is disclosed, that 01
the author is not even hinted at until the reader is welI under way, Bfl

bas allowed himself the luxury of absorption in sc'enes an(l events that Or'
new to, him. Theni by degrees is unfolded the, motion of the book, at fr
alitost casually, then with detectiblo systemr, tinally wiÉlh ail the pasOlt
sincerity of apostlesbip. And with cmnviction uponi tlîis point comes to
the readler a sense of being treaclierously used. le hsas taken. up this
romance in the belief, if hie bas gone to the trouble of believingr anythiI9
about it, that it shares thé prime purpoîe of ail fiction to biin, that O
anusing the oft depressed humani product of civilization. Hie olI
have objected to somne large general ai jus of a lofty character iii connectiolG
with the amusement, tthat lie -should be uplifted by contemplation of ber'*
ism or stirred by imaginiary contact with generosity. But tijis interférece
withi bis owni private and unassailaule convictions of dogmia, this gratuit0il
instruction in matters where hoe firily ýîelieves bis éducation comPleel
above ahl this trickery whereby lie haq brýen induced to enter an aru0ellt,
in whicb there is no personal satisfaction in talking back, lie very naturaîll
rescrnts. Hie leans back iii bis chair %vith an air of irritation, and S.is

IBah 1 " The inter *jection explains lus state of mind, and it is not a llo
ant state of mind to feel one's self liable to as the resuit of any chaGCS
romance that may forin one's suminer indulgence.

Mr. Lang's préference for takingo bis theology Ilneat " is a prefereleo
hie shares with a good many people. One does not easily think Of ~
essayist more popular in bis likes and dislikes than Mr. Andrew D11 9,
As children ohject to tinding a rhubarb powder iii a teaspoonful of r-'P'
berry jam, so do we obect to finding tenets perdus in the seductive Pl
of our romances. Tbey are not easier to take tbat way either. A" weo
remiember of the otber expérience, the bitter always stays on our toflguo
to be swaliowed at leisure, wbile the sweet is quite spoiled bv the 11nixturS'

Fiction seems deterrned to broadeni its scope in ail directions.
encroaches upon metaphysical, scientîfic and économic groonid withitl te
last few years have been marked. Imagination alone would formiIlg
insufficient capital for the novelist of to-day. And it is quite excusebS
if in its exultant mardi forward an ambitious department of literat'lîS
sbould take some false steps. SARtA J. DUNCAN'

GURRESPONDENCE.

M'OILL UNIVERSITY.

To the Editor of THE WEEK :*l

Silam very glad that, at last, one of the Governors of 9al
University has brokeni the silence witb which that body has ever 0
criticismn of their actions. Mr. H-ague's letter is perbaps an auaUrY.O
better days, wbea questions atfecting the University will be frankl dior
cussed and decided, as the balance of reason is, flot as the preju dicoS a

desires of one man dictate.
An outsider, to understand tbe goveriiment of McGilI U-niversity,.Iu-o

know the Principal. H1e must see in him, not only the entert5'l
lecturer, tbe pleasant bost, but the unan of unusual ability, of great a ea
tion, and unyielding wiiI, the man, wbo is able to caîl to bis aid res0u'
of tact and craft and shirewdness, whicb would be the making of Cii)'

politician. Do not suppose that this is any fancy picture. Sir ilo
himself once boa4ted, in a public address, that, had lie accepted the Id
tion given him in bis early manhood to enter the fiel'1 of polities, le jid
have climbed into a position intinitely more lofty, in the eyes of the '0i
than the one hie now holds. For forty years tbis man, who bas eth
moulding of the great University lie presides over, bas swayed it " for
pletely as any despot ever ruled a people. Most of wbat hé has done 130

it, lie bas done wisely. Sucli a man could not do otherwise t
now, new ideas of education are crystallizing into netliods, and lie cliuig? 0,the old with tbe sanie intense conservatisxu that bas made limi ou18I5P'ous innatural science as tbe defenider of tbreadbare théories. 1 dl the
wbo broke up a united congregation, because the majority propOse., biO
innovation of an organ, will not readily accept any reform so fraugbt,
eyes, with risk as co-education. 0

Mr. Hague bas explained wliat lie tbinks necessary Of the cons~.th,11ib
of tbe Unuiversity as follows: 'lbh duties of tbe Governors are, Iii
first place, to administer tbe property, enduwments, and finances "o
College ;secondly, to make appointments to ail offices thereinl Os
thirdly, to frame statutes for its governmnent. Purely academic funl P~
and alI matters relating to the educationai work of tbe UniversitY, oi0
the bands of a mucli larger body, almost nîl of whomi are distivg0 '
educationalists." .oei

11He falls into a very obvious contradiction. Sturely the aPPOde3li
of professors, and tbe framing of University laws, are Ilpurely aco
functions," and should be witbin the jurisdiction of Iltbe mUdîl ltlrg
body," known as the Corporation. Sncb a re-arrangement of POo
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