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ENCYCLICAL  LETTER

OF POPE LEO XIIIL ON THE
UNITY OF THE CHURCH.

To Our Venerable Brethren, the
Patriarchs, Primates, Arch-

_ pishops, Bishops and .Other

- Ordinaries in Peage and Come
munion Witk the Apostolic
See. ;

“LEO XIII. ‘

Vm:mm.s BrETHREN, HEALTH. A¥D

BENEDICTION

1. 1t is sufficiently well-known unto
you that no small share of Our thoughts
and of Our care is devoted to onr endeav-
or to bring back to the rorn, placed une
der the gaurdianship of Jesus Christ, the
Chief Pustor of souls, sheep that have
strayed. Bent upon this, We have
thought it most conducive to this salut-
ary end to describe the exemplar and,
as it were, the lineaments of the Church.
Amongsi these the most worthy of Our
consideration is Uxrry. This the Divine
Author iropressed on it a8 a lasting sign

of truth and unconquerable nmsnxth. -

The essential beauty and cothelifess. of
the Church ougbt to greatly influence
the minds of those who consider it. Nor
is it improbable that ignorance may be
dispelled by the consideration that
falwe ideas and prejudices may ‘be dissi-
pated from the minds chiefly of those

who find themsélves in error without
fault of theirs ; and that even a love for
the Church may be stirred up in the
souls of men, like unto that charity
wherewith blmst loved and united me-

Clous BIGEE T e
and dehvefed B‘u’hwﬂ’ ,
v. 25). i A :
If those about to come back  to tlieir
most loving Mother (not' yet fally known
or culpably abandonéd) should perceive
that their return involves, - not indeed
the shedding of their blood (at which
price tievertheless the - Charch  was
bought by Jesus Christ), but some lésser
trouble and labor, lev them clearly un-
derstand that this butden has not ‘been
Inid on them*’b’i the will of man but by
the' wilk ‘#nd" coiﬁmand ‘6f God. “They
ma¥y thias by the ‘hely of heavenly grace
reslize and feel the truth 6f ‘the diving
saying My yoke is svieot dnd Sxpy bur.

den light” (Matt. xi, g0 &
‘Wherefore, having put all Oat hope in
the“Father of lights,”from wliom “ecuieth
every best gift and every' perfect gife
(Ep James i, 17)<=from Him; namely,
who alone givei; ‘the " increase” (1 Cori
ii., 81—We earnestly pray that He will
gracionsly grant Us thé power to brmg
conviction bome to the mmds of men,

HUMAN co-oPmuon.

2. Although God can do by His own
power all that is effected b¥ created
nature, nevertheless in the counsels of
His loving Providence He has preferred’
to belp men by the instrumentality  of
men. And, asin the natural order He
does not ussally give fal] perfection ex-
_cept by means of man's work and action,
s0 also He makes nse of human aid for
that which lies beyond . the limits of
natare, that 18 to say, for the sanctifica-
tion and salvation of souls.. But it is
obvious that nothing can be -ermmuni-
ested amongst men save by means of
external things which the senpes can
perceive. For this reason the Som of
God assumed human nature—*whe. be-
ing in.the form of God.... ..emptied
himself, takiog the form of a servant,
being made in the likenessof & man”
(Philipp. ik, 8,7)—and thus living on
earth He taught Hig doctrine and gave
‘His laws, CODVmiag with men,

THE GHUBCH ALWAYS VISIBLE,

8. And, gince ‘it wag necessary that
His divine mission’ shan]d be perpetuat-
ed to the end of txme, He took to Him-
selt-Diciples, trained by Himself, and
made them partakers of Higown author-
ity. “And; wheén he had invoked upon
‘them from Hedven the Berer op TrorH,
He bade them go through all ‘the .world
and faithfally preach to allnations what
He had taught and whbat He had com-
manded, so that by’ the profession of His
doctrine, and the observance of His laws,
the human race might attain to holxess

| gpiritual gifts, it i8 EXTERNAL and peces-

- | THE BODY o¥ CBRIST—"Now yogégjre the,

~g.nd exwrnsl dmies but, wluch 13 'zm,.

'as that man shonl'd be 8 body or a ‘soyl}

 {o the troe Church as the intimate union

Nestorians assert, nor’ wholly in the

 natures, visible and iavisible; so tiie

‘ ,smutlon, BUCH it must umforu‘ly remain
to the end of time.

Heaven. In this wise, and on-this prin-
ciple, the Church was begotten. If we
consider the chief eund of this Chureh
and the proximate efficignt cavees, of
salvation, it i8 .undoubtedly . SPIRITUAL ;
Lutin regard to those who coustitnte it,
and to the things which lead to these

garily visible. The Aposties received a
mission to teach by visible and .audible
signs, and they discharged their mission
only by words and ucts which certainly
appealed to the senses. So that their
voices falling upon the ears of those
who heard them begot faith in souls—
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by, the word of Christ” (Rom. x.,17).
And faith itself—that is assent giveuto
the first and supreme truth—though re-
giding essentially in the iutellect, must
be manifested by outwurd profession-—
“For witl, the heart we. believe nnto
justive, Lut with the montir confession is
made unto salvation” {Rom. x,,10). In
the same way in man, nothing is more
internal .than heavenly grace which
begets sanctity, but tne ordinary and
chief means of obtaining grace are? ex-
ternal : that is to say, the 8acraments.
which are administered by men specials
1y chosen for that purposs, by means of
cortain ordinances.
Jesus Christ commavpded Hls Apos-
tles und their successors to the eud of
time to teach and rule the nations. He
ordered the nations to accept their teach-
ings und.obey their authority. But this
correlation of rights and dutiee in the
Christian commonwealth not oply ~conld
not Liave been made permacent, but
could not even have been: initiated ex-
cept through the senses, which are of all
things the messengers and interpreters.
For this reason the Church is 8o often
valled in Holy Writ a BoDY, and even

i m’ it is’ tie
body r‘éfmnq init ] (ving aad enargizmg
because by the infnmon of Bia puwer
Christ gnards and sustams lt, Just 48 the
vipe . gives noumbment nnd remjen
frnit!ql the brapehes nmlexl Wit And
asin an u:nala the v:tal prim-iple is nn-;
seen and invisible, _and il SVnde;u,ed
and ma 'ies&ed by the ‘movements and
I S0, the princx
ple of supernntnral llfa jn'the Church | is
denrly ;howu in that whlch I8 do;}g bs)'
it. .

From slus‘:. follows t.bat those vsho

&rburarily conjype up, and Ricture to
hamgelves & . hidden and mvxsm;e

qpprc)a»g B, human mqmmupm Whu.h
claima & certain, o!.w@xence in

out the perenma} commupiuamon of the
gifts of dlvme grace, and without all that
wh;ch tesx.xﬁes by cous(ant and undoub;.

led signs 1o the existence of that ite |80
-} which 18 drawn from God. Tt is assur- |

edly as xmposmble t.hat. the ummh of
Jesus Christ can be me one or the ot,hgr'

alone. 'i'he oonne(,lion and umon of |
bgm elements is ag absolmely neoeg“ry

of the soul and body is to buman natgre. |
The (hureh is not somethmg dead ; it is
the body of Christ enlowed with gup-
ernatural life. As Cbrist, the Head and:
Exemplur, is not wholly in His visile
human nature, which Photiniang gand

visible divine nature, as the Monophy-
sites bold, but is one, from and in poth|

mystical body 6f Christ is the true Chiyreh
only because its visible parts draw ‘life
and power from the supernatural gifte
and other things whence Spnng their
very nature and essence. But since the
Church i8 suca by divine will ang con-

‘ 1fitdid not, shen it
wounld not have been founded g per-
petual, and the eud set before it would
have been }in‘xited to some certain place
and to some certain period of time ; boils
of which are contrary to the truth. The
anion consequently of visible and in-
visible elements because it barmonizes’
with tbe natural ordér 2nd by God's
will belongs lo the very essence of the
Church, Tust necessarily ‘remain go Jong
as the Church . itself shall’ endure.
Wherefore Chrysostom writes : = “Secedé
not from the Church: for nothing is

on earth and never-ending happiness in

t

Chm'ch A0 in grievous and berpicjoua | ¢
‘erml' as also are those who regard’ t.he

the Chureh ; thy salvation isthe Chureb;
thy refuge is the Church. It is bigher
than the heaveus and wider than tle
earth, It never yrows oll, but is ever
full of vigor. Wherefore Holy Writ point-
ing to ite strength and stability calls it »
mouutain.” (Hom. De (,apto Eutropio,
n. 6.) g

Algo Augustine say_s i *“Unbelievers
think that the Christian religion will last
for 4 certain period in the world and will
then disappear. But it will remnain »s
loug as the sun—as L.ng A8 the sun rises
a1y sets : that is, as long #8 the ayges of
time shall roll, the Churéh of God-—the
true body of Christ on. earth—will not
disappear” (In Psalm. 1xx., n. 8). And
in another. place : «Tke Church witl
toster if its foundation ghakes ; but how
Cau Christ be moved 2,....... Chirist re-
mainivg immovable, it (the Chareh)
shall never be shaken, “Where are they
that say the Churel, las disappeared
from the world, when it eannot even be
shaken ?” {(Enarratio in Peulm. ciii,,
sermo if., m. 5.)

He wlho seeks the truﬂ; ‘Tanst be guid-
ed by these fundammtal priuciples.
Thu; is 10 suy. that Chyrjsl the Lord dn-
stitutes! 'and formed the Qhureh : where
fore whien we are agkeq what its nature
is, the main thing js to gee What Christ
wished and what in fact ne did. Jodged
by such acriterion it ig $h® unity of the
Chareh which must he yrmblpnnv o
sidered; and ofthis, for tbe general good,
it has seemed usefy] ﬁ) ‘speak in this
Euneyclical, ,

HOW cmus'rnmg mcaunca
4. It is 80 evident rmmuhe clear and
Irequent testimonies of Holy Writ that,
the true Church of Jeg Ql;rist is ONE,
that no Christiau can dye fo deny it
Bat in judging and @wrmmmz the

x&rﬁ  ways. Not thefubmistian of the

belongs to¢
CLripV's free '
gutire ca ;
“‘Qanyidau We.. ‘musk mnsequent}!
mvmma!o not how. the Churcl, may.
W(ﬂy be: one, but  how He, W
[ounged it, wi]led that it ahould he' 0!

+But when we consider what wag gota:

pot, in poiht-of fact, institute a Chmrcir‘\o‘
émbracé several communities similaf In,

nature, but jn themselves distint, mnl
Hacking mose bonda which render “the.

Church unigne and indivisible aftey t:hn
psenner-in whick in the symbgl of Gar
fait’h we” profess : “.‘[ behe\re in“one.
Cbargh.” -
‘“The Church in mpert of 1ts mm,be»
longsto the category of things indivisible
by nutnre, mough héretlcs try to divide
it {nto many parts;........ We say, there-
 fore; that the Catbolic:.Church ig unigue
miuéeémce inite doctrine, iy ja oric
. Hnd in its exrellence.........Furu,,,‘
‘thﬁ 911)"!8006 ot:the Chaurel,. ”.m'
rom - its unity, as the principle. of’its
constitation—a-anity surpassing all eise,
and; haviog nothmg like unto it of equsl
to it” {8, Clemens- Alexandrmus $iro-
L matum 4ib. viis, 617
Ctitist, syeaking of this mygtie- edifice,
mentions only one Ohiurch, which He
ealls HisowN—"Lwill build My me'cix,

it has not been fonnded by Chyigt; can~
not be the true Churc b.  This bewmes
‘even more evident when the purpose of
the Divine Founder is considered, * For
what did Curist, the Lord, ggk 2  What
-did He wish in regard to the .Chureh
founded or about to be founded 7 This :

t&transmlt to it the 8ame miggjon. and

'the same manidate Whiel: He Ladve-}
cetved from the Father. that they sbonld

‘be perpetuated. This He clearly resolv:
‘éd to d0 1 this He actually dig,

'(John xx., 21). .“Asthou hat, sent Mo
intothe world I also have Sentthem into
the world” (Joun xvii., 18).

But the mission of Christ ig o gave
THAT WHIOH HAD PERISHED: that is to BAY.
‘not. 80me nations. OF peoples, butthe
whole buman race, without distinction
of time or place. “The Bon of Man came
that'the world might be saved vy Him”
(Jobn iil, 17). “For there ig no other
pame under . Heaven given to -men
whereby we must be saved” (Aots iv.,
12)..
communicate without stint_to ai] man.
and to transmit through all ages, the
salvation effected by Jesus Christ, and

stronger than the Church. Thy hope is

the blessings flowing therefrom. Where-

qamre of this unity magy. havg erred in}

- Ghureh alone,, but its aagholﬁ wﬂlﬂm&mt.’

ahly done we find that Jesus Chrisgdid | - -
gt Farthermore,. the Son of God dew

For this rensou |

any.- .other Chureh. except thig one,siﬂf‘e :

i Ag the]
Father hath sent Me, I also geng: you'

The Church, therefore, is bound to

fore, by the will: of its Founder, it is
necessary that mzs Church should be
one in ali lands. m:d at all times. To
jnstify the existence of more than one
Church it would be nevessary to go ous
ide this world, and fo create 1 new and
unheurd of race-of men.

That the one Church shonld embrace
all men everywhers and at alltimes was
seen and foretold by Isaias, when look-
ing into the furnre he saw the appear.
ance of a jountain conspicuous by its
all-aurpdssmg aldtnde, which set forth
the image of “The House of the Lord”—
that is of thie Chureh. “And in the luat
days the mountais of the House of the
Lord shall be Wpared on the top of the
mountaing” (Tss, i 2)-

But thig mounmin which towers ovar
all other mountding is oNE; and the
Honase of the Lord to which ALL warions
shall come t peek the rule of Jiving js
also oxg, uA,n{f{ill nations shall flow
into it. And many people shall go and
8ay: Come, andl 16t us o np tothe
mountain of the Lord, and 1o the Honse
of the God of Jacob, and He will teuch us
His ways, and _we will walk in His
paths’ (Ibid., ji., 2 8)-

Exmm“mg xhis passage, Optatus of
Milevig says: “liis written in the pro-
phet lsuing ; ‘fron Bion the law shall
0 forth and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem,’ For it ig not oa Monnt Sion
that Isuigs sees the valley, but on the
holy mountain ghat is, the Chureh,whict
bas raised itself conspicyously through.
out the entire R‘omun world under the
whole heavens............The Church ib,
therefore, the spiMnal Siov in which,
Christ hiag been consmuted ‘King by
God  the Futher, and which exists
throughont the entire earth, on which
there is but one Catholic Church” (De
Schism. Donat.m., lib. 1if, 8. 2. And
e .eays: “What van be so
pisaifedt de, _g . mountaln,. or 80, well
kuown ? Thepearo, it ie erus, moun-

‘mim which ape unknown because they
be 'l are situsied in some remote part of the

@tth....ocr. But thigimouutain is not un.
koown ; for it hiag Riled the whole face of
the world, and about shis it:i8 said that
i "is - prepared on the. sumnit of the

¢ mnmna” {In Ep, Joan., tract i, n, 13),

CHRIST THE BEAD OF THE CHUKCH,

ersed that the Charch shoukl be His
mya&iml body, with which He should
"unllpd a8 the Head, after the manner
the’human body which He assamed, to
| whielt the natural bead is physlbfdgfiw
Iy upited. - As He twok to Himself &
.| mortal body ‘which he gave o “suffaring
and death 1n order to pay the _price of
 mau’s redeniption, so also he h“ one
moystical body iu”which and” thronzh
'which He renders men - partakers of
holiness and - eternal palvation, . God

‘r.heCpnruh which is_His body”’ (Epb. i,,
2323) Scattered und leparated mern-
' bers. caunot possibly cohere with the
‘tiesal 80 a8 to make oifs body. But B,

Panlsaya: “All the: members of the
,body, whereas they ure many, yet are
one body,ao alao is.Christ” (i Cor. xii.,

120 . Wberefore ;hm mystical body, he
e | declares, is “compacned and fitly joined
together. The hLead, Christ : frors whom
‘tlie whole body, being compacted and].
fitly joined togetber, Ly what every
joint, supplieth according to the opera-
tion in the measure of every pary” (Eph.
iv., 15-16).
separated ove from the other, caxmot be
united with one and the seme head,

+| “Tpere is one God, and one Chﬂst and

 His bhnrch i8 one and the faith is one;
and ome the people, Jomed together in
‘the solid unity of the body in the bond
| of concord. This unity cannot be broken,

nor the one body divided by the separa-
tion ‘of ils constituent parts” (8. Cypri-
anus, De Cath. Eccl. Unitate n. 23). And
to set fagth more clearly the unity of the
Church he makes use of the illnstration
of a lving body, the members of which
cannot possibly live unless united to the
head and drawing frow it their vital
force. Beparated from the head they
must of necessity die. “The Church,” he
says “cannot be divided into parts by
the separation and cutting asunder of
members. What ig cut away from the
rother cannot live or breathe apart’
(Ibid), What similarity is there be-
tween adead and a living body ? “For
no man ever hated his ewn flesh; but

bl

,Hns divine wisdcin, Hé ordahnd in hiq
 Chiureh Uxrry of F.m-m al vim\

“hath wade Him ( Chm;} head . over all|
'should all Chtistinns, withioat' eXception,

members of His bady, of His_flesh and
of His bones” (Eph. v., 29:30),

Another head like to Chrigt . mnst be
invented—that is, another Chrigt—if he.
sides the one Churcli, which is His.
Body, men wish to get. up anothe¥, “See.
what yon wiost beware of~—~see what you
must »voi l--8ee wnat yon mnst dresd,
It happens that, as in the human bo?lv
some member may be cut off —a hand,

a finger, a foot. Does the soul follow the
amputated memher? As longas it was
in the body, it lived ; separated, it tor-
feited its lite. So the Christian is a
Catholie 80 lony as he lives in the hody =
entoff from it he hLecomes a heretice—
the life of the spirit follows not the’
amputated member” (St Am..umnus
ﬂermomlxvu 4

The Churel of Curist, therefore. fs one
and the exme for ever ;
it depurt from the will and command of
Chlirig the Lord—leaving the path of sal-
vation they enter ou that perdition,
“Whosoever ig sepurated from the Church
is onited to an ddulieress. He has cot hin-
self off from the promises of the Church,
and he who leaves the Church of Christ
cannot arrive at the rewards of Christ.
....... -He who observes not_ this nnity-
observes not the aw of God, bolds not.
the faith of tire Father and the Son,.
clings not to ‘salvation™ (8, dyprianns,_
De Cath. Ecel. Unitate, n.6)

‘ UNITY IN FAITH.

6. But He, indeed, Who made this one
Church, also gave it uNIrY, that is, He
made it such that all who are to belong
to it must be naited by the closest bonda,
80 as to form one society, one kingdom,
one bady—~*gpe bady and one apirit, as

'yon are called int one hope of your call-

ing” (Ephyiv. 4}, Jesus Christ, when
His densh was nigh at hand, declared
His will in this matter, and solempnly
offered. itm)o thus addreasing His Father:

them alsh who throug!i shelr word’ ehall
belleve in'Ma......that they alsg muy be
one. in. Usaanttat they may be made
perfact in one” (John xvif., 20.21.28),
Yes, ‘He, commanded -that this unity
shonld be ‘#0 closely knit and so perfect
WH:S followers that it might, in
som¢:measure, shadow forth ‘the union
mgm Himself and His Father: “I
‘pray that they all may ba one as Thoy
F.&bﬂ‘ in Me and- I in thee” (Ibid 21).

are the natural results, Wh

which'is.
the:first of those bonds whieh: inite nafi

to God,and w hence wa. rpee:va the name-

of the FArrarypi~*one Lprd, ong. faithy

.one baptism” (Epty. vy 5}. “‘That is, a8

there is one Lord zmd one baptism, 0

have but one faith, ~ And 8o the Apostle
St. Paul not. merely begs, but entreats
and _implores . \Christians to be all of
the same mind, and to avoid differences
of opinions : “I beseech you, brethren,
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you 4}l speak the same thing, and
‘that-therebe no schisms amongst you,
-and that yom be perfect in the same-
‘mind and in the same jndyment” {1 Cor,
., 10).  Buch passages certainly need 1o

And so dispersed members, }

interpreter ; they speak clearly enough
«for themseives. Besides, all who profess
Cbristianity allow that there can ‘be but
one faith. It i8 of the greatest import-
jance and indeed of absolute Decessity,
as to which many are deceived, that the
uature and character of this unity should
e recognized,
ready stated, this is not to be uscertain-
od by conjecture, but 1y the certain
knowledge of what was done; that is, by
seeking for abd aseertaining whnt kind
of unity in faith bhas been -commanded
by Jesus Christ, )

BY CHRIST.

7. The heavenly doctrine of Christ,
although for the most part committed to
writing by divine inspiratson, could not
unite the minds of men if left to the
human intellect alone: It wonld, for

and contradictory interpretations.
the doctrine itself and of the mysteries

it involves,
divergencies of the

nourisheth and cherisbeth it, as also
Christ doth the € “hurch : because we are

and of the disturbing
{Continued on page 8)

thosewlio leave

‘Vomfurmemowly do 1. pray,. but- for .

"“_Agreement and union of minds js the -
‘deemury foundation of this perfect con--
Acovd amongst men, from which: CONCRDS.
rence of wills and :nimilarity of setion

And, a8 We have als:

THE KIND OF UNITY IN PAITH (X)MMA\DED'

this very reason, be subject to wvarious .

This.
is so, not ouly because of the nature of .

but also because  of the
human  mind:
element - of

-~
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