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being crowded together 'iu insufficient quarters.
The land incremnent is wasted ini land specula-
tien; it is ultimately -added to fic co'st of ie *uses.
A means ýmust be f'ouuid to preserve this un-
earned incri&ment for the use of the. community.

Even if there were available and cheap,
enougli credit, land, mnaterial and labor t'o build
decent hiomes for ail, the housing problemn coulal
neot be solved without a proper plan. Plannring
is the funciitio.n of the architect. Mucli progress
has& been made during the last decade in1 the
design of individua-l houses and groups of
d-weling places,. But -the housing problemn of
our large cities cannot be solved by wore liouses.
he rnr.estrained and unguided gro-wth of New

Yo.rk sh'ows the waste that cornes. from. lack of
foresiglit iu planning our commiunities. ThQre
is not room for the population to live comfort-
ably, decent1ý -or heaithfully near their work.
Transportation cannot solve.the proiblemn. The
subwavs are inhumanly packed. There are not
streets en;ough to care for our traffie. New Yorkc
lias gro-wn -%vithont plan to the point whe're it
is choking its own gro.wth. More h*ouses-with-
out a proper plan 'for 'their location-eau cn'ly
lead to. more congestion and more expensive
homes. Ail effort will be wasted i f we further
increa-s e the size of eur nhilealthy and inefficient
great, cities. We should plan to decentralize
our population by developing sinaller, self-
contain-ed communities inu whichi sufficient; space*
îs provided for' agriculture, inidustry and orgail-
ized social life. These should be s'mali en'oùghi
sio that every family may have. a garden and
every worker may walk te. and from bis work,
and large enougli to allow efficient industrial
organization and the 'social, eclucational an'd
cultural activitits that make city life, attractive.
Tliey shbould be surrounded by a belt -of land
that should 'be restricted f or ail 1 time te farming
and recreation.

G'overnmental housing, thoýug i necessary as
a temporary means of -averting a crises, seemns
dangerous. and unsafe as a permanent policy.
_Municipalities -should be given, whatever power,
if niecessa-,ry, including that of building homtes,
to -avert the dangers that are threatened by the
present lack of sufficient lieuses. But the per-
manent function of the State in regard to lious-
ing should be that of education and of guidance
of the varions agencies that must need co-
operate te give us suffloient, -adequate homes,
prope'rl'y piaced in relation to work, recreation
and food supply. For this purpose. the State
and local liousing agencies, are badly needed.

As a fir'st step forward in the developinent
of sucli a honsing programme, we recommend
the adoption by the State of the recommenda-
tiens of the Reconstruction Commnittee:

1. That a law be enacted requiring the. a-p-
peinting of local housing boards in cemmu-n-

ties having a population of over 10,000 and the
appointmnent of a central State hlousing agency
for co-ordiniating local effort.

2Tlat a constitutienal aniendment be en-
acted permitting extension of State credit on
a large scale and at low rates to aid in the
con-struaction of moderate priced homes.

3. That an -eîabling act be, passed permitt-ing
cities to acquire. and hold or let adjoining
v-acant lands and, if neces'sary, to carry. on
bous ing.

New British, Engineering Society
A new engineering society lias been form'ed lu

Great Britain 'to encourage the study of the
histoýry of engineering and industrial, technol-
ogy. The.founideris dlai-m that this fielId lias been
uieglected and that the world does not appreciate
liow much it owes te the British and other en-
gineers who have donc greater service to the
world th'an generals and po-litici-ans.. Many dis-
tiniguished British engineers. have interested
themselves. ii t'he formation -of this body, wbichi
will be lQnow.n -as the Newcomen Society. Mei-
bers wvill be souglit in -the British Colonies and
Dominions, and aise lu other countries.

Physical Characteristics of Birch,
Beech and Maple

BiTrch, beeci -and maple are. very. similar ini
appearance, and bave approximately the sant,
weiglit. lence l:t lis comparâtively easy -to mis-
take o-ne of thein for anothàr. A rnetliod which
an'yone eau use to dirstingui-sh thein is 'suggested
by the U.S. Fore-st Products La'bora:,tory. The0
metbod makes use of thie relative width of the
pores and meèdullary rays in -the three woods.

If the end gratn' of bircb, beecli or maple is
out smooth witb a 'sharp knife and, examined
with a hand Tens, the pores will be -seen as tiny
lioles di'stribu-ted fairly- eveily over the -surface,
and tbe meduliary rays will appeiar as narrew
huies of'a different shade running at ri'ght angles
to 'the growtli rings.

. In beech some -of the rays are very dis-tinct
even withont a lens. The, large rays are fu.1ly
twie as w'ide as tic largest pores.

Iii maple the rays are less distinct, and the
largest are about the saine width as tbe l'argest
pores.

In. hirch the raysa are very fine, invisible wi'tl-
ont a lens. The. pores are- several 'times Iaîer,
thanl the *ra.ys, usually be-ing visible to -the ùhn-
aîded eye as minute holes on the end gri-in aind".
-as fine, grooves, on dressed faces of the board.
The poies in birci are considerably lidrger than
the pores lu beech or maple.
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