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NARRATIVE 0F OCCURRENCES
IN

TORONTO, UPPER CANADA, IN DEC., 1837.

[Tns following valuable and interesting narrative was
written by Col. James Fitz Gibbon, the hero of Beaver Dams,
witbin a few days after the occurrence of the events re-
corded therein, and white they were stili fresh in the writer's
memory. Some years afterwards the gallant Colonel pre-
*pared and published a smail pamphlet, giving* a more ex-
tended account of thoge évents, but the pamphlet lias long
been out of print, and is. very rarely met -with. The earlier
narrative, moreover, enters into certain littie minute details
which are not included In the subsequen t one, and has there-
fore a value of its'own. :Through the courtesy of surviving
inembers of Col. Fitz Gibbon's fàmiiy, the editor of -this.
paper was. enabled .to make several. extracts from the fol-
iowing narrative when preparing his &Mtor f the Upper.
(Janadiaitn Rbetlior last. year, buV'the narrative bas neyer
before been published vneeee, nwIl doubtiesa be read
with vivid interest by those who still remember the stirring
days of '37.1

WxEN Sir Francis Head -was askéd by.- Ris Exceilency
Sir John Coiborne liow many Troops hie could spare fromn
Upper Canada,-he answered, All.

Ail were accordingly sent in October, except the Detacli-
ment from Penet.anguishene.. On its approacli to Toronto,
I ventured to'advise'tRis Exceliency to detain it here*-
but lie said lie would not keep a Soldier in the Province:-
that ha would throw the entire care of the Province upon
the Loyalists, and -if they were not able andi willing to
defendi themselves, the soulner the Province was given up
the better.

Before, the test Division le! t Toronto for Lower Canada,
the Rébels assembleé -for training in many part -o! the
Home District, and. no notice was taken oftlie by the
Governinent.. I thought tliey mnace these dispiays te pre-
ventail thé Troops front being sent beiow, that the Rebeis
.there might be. sb far relieveti from the pressure of so many
as shoüld -be kept here. I titi not then think thiat any con-
sideràbie portion o! tlie disaffecteti in Upper Canada wouid
peril '.their ail on* the risk of Rebellion. But as November
advanced, I becamie day by -day more impressed witli an
apprehension that the peace of the Province wouid be dis-
turbcd. Six thousand stand of Arms were ordered from
Kingston, and Ris Exceiiency delivereti themn to the safe
keepipngQf the* Civil authorities of the City, andi they were
deposited if the. Market Buildings. Ris Exceilency teid

To. account for my offering advice te Bis Eicellency, 1 beg leave to
state thathe usually walkcd for exorcise eve-y morning after 8 o'clock to
the Gôverninent wharf,. Over part of this route lay my way, to my own
office, and 1 fiequently met hlmf. On these occasions he often entered into
conversation mwith*me on the state of the Province, and finding my opinions
as to approaching danger so very different fiomi bis own, s0 earnestly enter-
tained, abdlexpressed 'wlth constantly increasing apprebension, I'did think,
that hoargued as ifdetennlined to conve-t me to his opinions8. But fromn
day te day.! had'closely obsorved the management of the affaire of this
Province since the ratura of Lieut,.Gov. Gore tô lb in 1815, and he laid the
foundationi of u robe. So carry as the year 1824 there was reaeon bc
appreheend a: rebèllion ' *Having then crie daughter and four sons, infants,
1 oftent mentallyplred te the Almighty that it msai not break out until
my youngest Lon ecame 1 6 years of age, se that my boyVs may stand by mne
in the - field with arms l i.their hands. On the 7th-Decembotr, 1837, thc
two yooingest ivere with eue on horscback, bbc youngest 1O-yearà and 8
menthe old, and thc other 18 years.*

me that lie preferred putn tetinto tlie care o! -thé
Civil authoritiei ratherthanthe Militia;, that. tfie disaffeted-.
shoulti not have. cause te. say that lie -in:tèdè i themi -tou
useti in the work of coercion. 'Volunteèrs moun*téà: Qîard
over th6m every niglit for three or four'ni* lts. whfen Ris
Excellency directeti-that no furtler g :.r. qhui b..ekpt,
as hé apprehendeti no danger whatever-and saiti to* me
that, lie was much inclinedt have then .brought tu the Gov-
ernment House and placed under. the charge, of his own
domestics, and wouid do 'so.but that lie did not like -to alter
thé arrangZement heli ati matie, su- confident was hie that n lo
aLttemptWould ha, made to disturbe the peace o! the Province.
The Volunteer Guard 'was, lu consequence,*dismissed fromn
the City-Hall. -Tlie Order te this effect 1 received Iiont
Ris Excellency anti delivereti to the Volunteers.

,During the week ending witli Noveinber *anti begining
with December I took the liberty of *urging Ris Exceiiency
th have some preparation. made for resistance sliould, au in-
surrection break.ont, fo'r that the facts dqy -by day. made
known te me. im.pres sed me sti'pngly with the necessity of
being on our guati-but hie uniformiy resisted every sug-
gestion for openly preparing ourselves.- ;

Vnwilling ta Içave myseif anti' my neighhours entirely at
the mercy of contingent .dangers. I made a list of the per-
sons and their sons living 'Weest of :Yonge Street, in the
City, upon whose loyalty .1 thought I could dépend, and I

proposed te* Ris Excellency te let me'- warn thent' te be
reatievery niglit before retiring to bed, by.having their
arma loaded, andi their clothes * reatiy te dress quickly and
run to the Parliament House on thle ringing of the College
Bell: anti also to permit me to Counsel the Mayor and cor-
poration with their neiglibours te be in a like state o! pre-
paration in the City East o! Yoùge Street, and on aiarntf to
assemble at the City Hall. The College Bell and City Belîs
to be useti te give the -aiarm; 1 untiertakino' te have the
Coliege Bell ruug to give the firat alarmn. Ris ExoeUIency

permitted me to do this, and it was iù part performed by me
West of Yonge Street, before the outbreak; but the Mayor

neither gave warning nor had any one to ring the church
Belis, anti 1 lost haif an hour o! the ntost valuable tite, on
the night of the outbreak before I could have those Balla set

a riging.On Satuiday thé 2nd December I received such informa-
tion front Markham anti places te the North as te éonvince
me that not a moment-sliould be toit in taking measures of'
tiefence, anti I went instantly to the Goverument House.
White on my way I met the President o! the Bank of
Upper Canada anti I urged him -to taka immediate stops
for the tiefence of the Bank. -On arriving at the Govern-
meiýt House, 1 !ound assentbled wvithl Ris Excellency, tlie
Chie! Justice, 'Messrs. .A.lan anti Sullivan ýof the Executive
Council, the- Attorney-General and Solicitor-Generai, Mr.
Justice Joncs andi the Speaker of the Assambly.

I ' reported the information: I had recaiveti anti the naine
of the principal person,' a' M8gistrate, front whom, I hati re-
ceived part of the information. ,Little weight was attaýdli
te it, and the gentleman- un question was 'sent for, andi in an
adjoining roomh examineti by Ris Excellency anti 'the
Atterney-General, wlio soon returneti, anti tlieAttorney--
General declared that whât they hearti did not -at. al
antoun .t to what 1 bad stateti. *Mr. Ailan of* those present
alohe concurreti in my opinions, and. he:strongly supported
thè'm, as 'for. exampla :--When -the At.iýrney-GenerAl re-
turised he. said, WIy, the information..,brought by this
Magistrate is at thirti or fourth Iand, tenti does not at al]
make-the salne impression as'.wh'at Col. Fits Gibbon said."
I answAercd, "Not at fourbI hand, Sir, but w:hat impression

has, it madle on Mr. L..'s own -inind ? " Mr. Allan said,


