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FORT LARAMIE.
AN OLD FRONTIER POST—THE MASSACRE BY THE
SIOUX.

Fort Laramie is beautifully loeated, ninety-six
miles north of Cheyenne, on the North Platte
River, and at the mouth of the Laramic. It lies
between ranges of hills with the Rocky Moun-
tajns in sight, with snowy peaks that present to
the traveller at first sight a Dbeautiful picture.
The military post, or the spot wherc the post
now stands, was first occupied by a fur trading
company, from whom it passed, in 1834, into the
hands of John Jacob Astor.

During the year 1849, when the California
gold fever was at its height and the great army
of gold-scekers made their way slowly and by
many months of difficult and weary travel, the
government built gnarters here for troops and
established a perminent military post. “We fol-
low this old stage and emigrant trail sixty-five
miles west reach the La Prele Creek, where
Slade, of whom Mark Twain tells so much, ran
his course of successful crime. Near this point

occurred the Grattan massacre, the first of that|

series which has made this region historic.
IN 1851 &4 TREATY WAS MADE

between the government and the Sioux Indians,
one of the stipulations being that the supplies
for the latter were to be delivered yearly at Fort
Laramie. In July, 1854, Indians to the number
of several thousand had gathered to receive their
supplies, but, owing to the fact that the goods
could not be gotten here for three or four weeks
later than usual, the Indians began to show sign

- of impatience. = I will let Sergt. Shydecr, who
figured so prominently at this time 1n saving a
further massacre of probably the entire garrison
tell the story as he related it to us:

“One day in August an ox was missed from a
Mormon emigrant train lying in camp near by.
Some of the Mormons called upon the command-
ing officer at Fort Laramic, Lieut. Fleming, and
made complaint to the eflect’ that the Indians
had killed an ox belonging to them. Lieut.
Grattan and thirty men and one field piece was
ordered to call upon the Indians and demand of
them the bucks who had killen the ox. Lieut.
Grattan was met by

THE CHIEF MATTOIOWAM,

an Indian who was held in high estimation by
the milita, The Lieutenant was informed
that they knew the young warriors who had
committed the crime, but that they would not
be smrrendered, and that the ox was an old and
crippled one, but that they would give in pay-
ment for it two ponies to make good the loss to
the Mormons. Grattan replied that unless the
warriors were turned over to him he would at-
tack the camp. Mattoiowah replied, “Very
well, there are many of my warriors here, and I
desire you to let them alone,” and turned to wall
away when the young lieuteuant fired upon the
chief. And in less than five minutes thesc was
not. a soldier left to tell the story. All were in-
stantly massacred. The news was carried to the
camp by some fur traders,  The few troops
within the post were ordered inside the stockade
the laundresses were also gathered in and when
the gates were closed Lieut. Fleming found that
his little party did not number all tgld over

twenty-ive.  Soon after they were inside the
stockade the Indians could be secen circling
round the post. The commander at once pro-
posed a surrender, but there was one braver
than he,

ORDNANCE SERGEANT SNYDER,

Who said, “No, we will not give up the post.”
He then in a mannef took command; and by him
each person was given agun, laundresses includ-
ed, and they held the fort without much trouble.
But, now the soldiers who were massacred must
be buried. Four days had elapsed, and their
bloated bodies were exposed to the hot August
sun. The little party within the stockade raised
a purse, and gave it to the fur traders, who went
to the scene of thc massacre and placed ‘the
bodies of officer and men under a thin covering
of earth. But a greater obstacle was yet to be
surmounted. The supplies which the little par-
ty within the post had were very limited, and as
it was considered worse than folly to go outsidc
the stockade, they must act at once.

SO ANOTIER PURSE

Of $100 was raiscd—all the money they had—
and given to a messenger to carry the news to
TFort Leavenworth, Ca., to ask for reinforce-
ments and supplies. The messcnger started on
horseback. 7Then came an awfui suspense. All
they could do was to wait and trust. Three
long months had passed when one day the cloud
was lifted, and they saw reinforcements and sup-
plies coming over the hills. Had they not ar-
rived the garrison would have probably perished
as they were almost completely exhausted from
want of sleep and hunger. :

TFort Laramie is now built of good frame and

‘concrete buildings.

A remarkable woman, Mrs. Ermimic A. Smith
President of the Daughters of Aisthetics, died
in Jersey City on Wednesday last. An import-
ant portion of her life was spent among the In-
dians of New York State, the result being that
she compiled for the Smithsonian Institute a dic-
tionary of phrases in the Iroquois language,
which was just on point of completion at the
time of her death. She also compiled a diction-
ary of the Tuscarora and Mohawk languages.
Mrs. Smith was the first woman ever clected a
Tellow of the New York Academy of Sciences.
She was a Fellow of the Association for the Ad-
vancement of Sciences, and at the last meeting
at Ann Arbor, Mich., she acted as Secretary of
the Anthropological Society. Besides being at-
tached to these, Mrs. Smith was a member of
the English' Anthropological Society, to which
she was elected unanimously, and was one of the
lcaders for Sorosis, being chairman for a number
of years. The Indians among whom she lived
gave her the name of Ka-tei-tic-Kcoast, which
means Beautiful Flower.

THE MOHAWIK INSTITUTION.

(INDIAN INDUSTRIAL AND NORMAL SGHOOL,) BRANT-
FORD, ONT.

This institution will close on Saturday, July
roth 1886. Parents are required to take away
their children between the hours of 10 2. m. and

. Page 155;
noon. o

Money for railway tickets to be forwarded to
the Superintendent before the 6th of July.

The institution will re-open on Saturday, Sept.
4th, 1886. )

Thirty boys and thirty girls are admitted from
the Tuscorora Reserve, and fifteen boys and fif-
teen girls from any Indian reserve in the Do-
minion.

Pupils are boarded, educated and clothed free
of charge. Those who are fitted, if desirous,
may be apprenticed to various trades or be
trained for schoo} teachers.

Ten deserving pupils are maintained at the
Collegiate, - Brantford, to obtain second and
third-class Provincial Certificates.

Candidates for admission must be between
the ages of 11 and 17 years and able to read in
the third reader and work the simple rules in
arithmetic.

Applications, stating age and qualifications,
must be addressed to the Rev. Robt. Ashton,
Superintendent, box 18, Brantford, before Au-
gust zoth.

N. B.—Pubpils whose names are upon the reg-.
ister of the Institution must return on the day
the school opens or NOT AT ALL-

Back numbers of THE 1ND1AN free to new sub-
scribers.

The American Agriculturist

THE INDIAN

For Two Dollars per Year
To Indians only.

The American Agriculturist is an Illustrated Monthly
Magazine. It contains useful information regarding the
Farm, Garden, Hearth and Household.

The Indian Publishing Co.
Hagersville, Ont.

THE MARKET REPORTS.

. FISH MARKET.
Reported by ¥. Keckic, Toronto.
No. r L. S. Salmon Trout, in hf. bbls. $3.35: qr. bbls.
$1.85; kitts, $1.00. No. 1, L. S. White Fish, in bf. bbls.,
$s.00; gr. bbls., $2.65; kitts, $1.50. No1 L. H. Ronnd
Herring, in bf. bbls.. $2.50; qr. bbls,, $1.40; kitts, 75 cts.
No. 1 L. H. Split Herriog, in hf. bbls., 83.00: qr. bbls..
$1.70; kitts, go. No. 1 Labrador Herrings in bbls., $4.00,
No. 1 Cod Fish, in quintels, $4.00.
All fish arc inspected before shipping.

"FUR MARKET,
Reported by C. N. Basteda, & Co., Toronto.

Beaver, per 1b,, $2.00 to $3.00. Bear, ¥ ., $2.00 to
$15.00. Bear Cub, $1.00 to §6.c0. Wild Cat, 50¢. to 75€.
Fox, Red, 50¢e. to 75¢.  Tox, Cross, $2.50 to 3.50. Fisher,
$#4.00 to $7.00. Lynx, $2.00 to 83.50. Marlin, s50c. to
$1.50. Mink, 10c. to soc. Muskrat, 7¢. toroc. Muskrat,
kits. 3¢. to 4c. Otter, $3.00 to $9.00. Raccoon, 10c. te
70¢. Skunk, 10c. to goc.  Wolf, $1.50 to 82.50. Deer
Skin, 15¢. to 20¢.

{Prompt rcturns for all furs shipped to us.
Central Bank, Toronto.} ’

GAME MARKET,
Reported by Dixon & Morton, Hamilton.

Parlridge, 40 to 45cts. per Brace; Quail, 20c; Ducks, 30¢ ;.
Red Heads, 4oc; Gray Heads, 45¢; Canvas Ducks, 5o ;
Mallards, 35¢; Teal, 2oc; Wood Duck, 2cc; Snipe, 15;
Plover, 15¢; Woodcock, soc; Cock of the Wood, 40¢ ;
Game Pigeon, 15¢; Wild Pigeon, 13¢: Prairie Chicken,
8oc; Sage Hens, 7oc; Deer, 3% to scts. per 1b; Moose
Deer, sc; Beaver without skin, 43 to 6c; gabbita, 29 1o

Refggrence

25¢ts, per Brage; r 23 TR0,



