
SIBERIAN TRADE PROSPECTS DOUB3TFUL

Inland Transportation Not Availahle, and Courntry Lacica
Suitable Currency, Says Trade Official

THERE is no possibility of estublishing an extensive tradeTwith Siberia, according to a letter received by th1e
Canadian Departmexxt of Trade and Commerce from A. D>.
Braithwaite, financial expert ut the Canadian Economie Corn-
mission, Siberia. The letter, which is dated April 12*11,
says-

««At the timie of writing this report there is comple
disruption of trade thruughout Siberla, owing very.Iargely
to the disorganization of the railway system, caused partly
by millitary requirements for transport of troops and sup-
plies, partly by the. vast nunuber of pasbenger and freight
cars requisitioned as dwelllug places for unssian and allied
oificers aud for governiment officiai, and refugees. Tis r-
qnisitioning flot only withdraws that amoaxkt of rolllng stock
from the active operations of the. railway, but flis up the.
sidings at ail the principal stations, miaking it a very difficult
matter to operate the road, even te the lirnited extent whlch
is now being dune.

"While the temporary Siberlan <Kolchak> governmeùit
dlaim te have saine gold, there is nu gold standard on whieh
to base the issues of currency. There i. nu constltntloiial
government viiose pledges of revenues from the various
sources, such as customns, inland revenue, rallways, tele-
graphe, postal or taxes of any kind could be accepted as a
securlty or basis for sncb issues, nor could concessions of
lands, foreste, mines, etc., be taloen with uny dere o!
safety. At the time of the revolution the. Kerenk gov-
ernnient, being taced with heavy expenditures, adopted the
simple expedient of operating a printing press and turn-
ing out currency by the millions. Foflwing the. fal oft*he
Kerensky governinent the. plates wers selzed and the. opera-
tions of the prlntlng- press conttnned by the Bolsieviks.
There are aIso large issues of the. old Romaoff vurrency
entstanding-that is, issues made by the. Imperial goveru-
nient betore the revolutien. None o! thes. issues have
any security ln tihe way of gold reserves behlnd tiien, ai-
thouhitis well knovix that before the. deularatiux of war

RUSSRn urrncyissues were ainply secured l>y gold reserves,
but as tii. notes now prlnted and belng printed have n*o
dates, series or numbers, 1* i. impouuible to say wehr
th1e notes vere lssued before or atter the Boislievlk revolu-
't1i, andi t is difficult te even rongbly estiniate the. asnun
of Bueii issues.

"I am t<old ech armny lias 1*. own printing pres. If
regulatlans ver. ever mnade regardxxg the. Issues of ur-

Rulule Quotation is Faiing

"The value of the ruble bas been rapidly
Whereas un mny arrivai ut the end o! Februai
vas roughly calculated ut 10 ýte the dolL
quotation is 18.50, and it is impossible ta bu
on foreign countries at any rate.

"Under suci conditions us now exist, owing
of railway transport, there are practically nu
no meane ot creating fureign balances ziguinst
of exchange can lue sold tu puy for imports or te
belp to stabilize the value ut the ruble, so thal
Canadian manufacturer wish tu seil goods in
could ônly receive in payment a currency whic
depreciating in local value, and is of no puref
ontside o! the country o! issue, and in exchang
hq could not receive funde available in any nuý
world, 'except penliaps to a limited extent in
China; in tact I understand that the importE
ruple i. tunbidden into England, France, the U
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