
THIE FUEL SITUATION IN THE WEST j
Althuugh some UTnited States coal is now assured for

Vesterp Canada, the faict remains that local supplies will
e increasing-ly relied upon. Witbiout do(ubt, the mines in
peration in AUberta and British Columbia can meet ail
ýquirements, for domestic and steam coal, of the whole
.>untry to the bead of the lakes;- but the question~ re-
iains, wiIl they? It will flot s-oon be forgotten that the
acst, outside of Alberta, was in serlous danger of a coal
~minc last wvinter, owing to labor troubles at the mines
iring the~ summer of 1917, and the car shortage during
.e winter months. Manitoba certainly needed al] the
ithracite in hand durinig the extreme and long winter

1917-
Nevertheless, Alberta alone could rneet the entire de-

ands of the Wecst were its mines adequately' operated
id the danger of a car shortage ove-rcome. Saskatchewan
is. immense deposits of lignite; and the rcent Dominion
-ant Of $400,000 for carryiag on experiments in briquet-
ig this coal, may make it largely seîf-dependent in the
ar future. It is initeresting to know, in this connection,
at Professor McLaurin, of the University of Sas-
ttchew,.an, has for some time been engaged on the
oblem of furnishing lighit, heat and power to farmers
that province througb the uitilization cf straw which is

1w largely wasted. While this work is still in the ex-
riental sta.0e sufilcient is know,ýn of probýable results to
ise high hopes that ultiniate suiýccss will be achieved.
lis wîll mean even more to the prairie provinces than the
dro-electric enterprise to Onta-rie.
A few weeks since the Edmonton "Bulletin" issued a

ecial supplemient covering the coal problem lin Alberta,
particular, an(] 'In the prairie provinic_s in general. One
iture of this supplement is the material and data fur-
;hed on the coal resources of Albetua, so f ar as these
ve been developed, and their reclation to the econiomÎc
3 of the Wtst. The "Bulletin"' takes umrgand
th~ a certain amnoult. of justice, at a recent statement
the CommTission of Conservation on the western fuel

Dlem; and particularly at the commission's observ-a-
n that "'it is inconceivable what wvould happen if the
portation of hard and soft coal f rom the United States
re prohibited."' In 1916, 533,0oo tons of anthracite
d 2,37,6,000o tons of bituminous coal were imnported
tii the United States into the Canad'in West. Especi-
y during th'e stress of war there would be no bardsbip
lier with respect to prices or supplies, through the
Lib2g off 9f the&se imports, provided Alberta and British
lumbia grappled whole-heartedly with the probleni. lIn
vord, Wj'll Alberta rnine-owners guarantee to supply
ý fuel neds of Manitoba and Saskatchewan under these

distinct service has b-een per-
unation on tht public. Natur-
;t of the lakes know littît of
mners hold the advantage, so
ý froni the oler Canadian
elief in tht East is that the
pplies, bath of coal and wood.

Many westerners who bl
Albýerta coa] for domesti
it holds the fire longer e
greater in bulk and prodi
but on the other hand,
clinkers. 0f course, fur.
will not give satisfactory
but that is the fault of
just here it may be ment
work is hein g carried on
give g,,ood results in bui
minous coal and lignite.

Alberta mines have sr
botfi Saskatchewan and I
carried from Fort Wi]lit:
and the transportation pi
coal throughout the prair
difficulties. The Edmnoný
ports of coal f rorp tht
manently cut off; as it
mines to, rise to tht de r
them without friction ané
question which must be
merits. VVhat Mcose Ja
and other western cities-
thousands of consumners
litre andî now _is simply
owners deliver the g-oods!

POSITION 0F BANKS IN ENGLAND

Amon- the oldest and strongest of the great hanks of
tht world must be numbered Lloyds Bank, Limited, of
England, which bas c4vmpieted its 6oth year of business.
Sin ce its commnence'ment the banlc bas grown until -at
presenit it occupies a position among the leading' financial
1institutions of the world. Since 1865 no0 less tlian 48
other bankirxg, corporations have been acquired, some of.
themn joint stock baniks and sorte of them private batiks.
In 1884, entrance into, London business was obtained by
the acquisition of the businesses of Messrs. Barnetts,
Hoares & Company, who had been established about r677
and Bosanquet Salt & Company, who had been estab.
Iished in 1796. Following this year, rapid expantsion.
characterized the bank's activities. In 1865 the numbci
of offices was 14, by î88o it had increased ta 45, and by
1884 tO 53. WIthin sixteen years fromn that~ date the-
numbeLr mnounted 'up to no less than 312 and in 1903 ta'
411, while at prescrnt the number is over 6oo. Çqrre-
spondents are maintained throughout the world. The
Canadian agents and correspondents are the Intperial
Bank of Canada, the Canadian Bank oaf Co>mmercçe, the,
Banik of British North Amnerica; thie Banik of Muntrý_aJ,,
tht Domninion. Exp-ress Company and the Royal Bank of
Canada. An ordinnry hanking business, as we knuw it,
is transacted. The bank and its branches als-o execules
purchases and sales of stocks and bonds, and is prepare<i
ta act as executor and trustee of wills, etc.


