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A distinct loss is recognised to have
fallen upon the Empire at large, as well
as upon Canada herseif, in the death of
lier Premier, Sir John Thompson, with
sucli tragie suddenness a few minutes
after having been swern in a member of
the Privy Council at Windsor on Wed-
nesday. The great regret expressed by
the Queen is echoed by al lier subjects.
Very highly approved as most ftting is
the offer made by the British Govern-
ment and accepted by Lady Thompson
to convey the remains of lier late bus-
band to Halifax, Nova Scotia, on board
a man-of-war. Sir John Thonipson was
universally regarded as a warm and
powerful supporter of Imperial Federa-
tion, and it is remembered that in the
present year lie opened at Ottawa the
Conférence designed to knit in dloser
bonds the Colonies of the Emipire.-
United Service Gazette.

The commiander of tlie French expedi-
tion to Madagascar, General Duchesne,
won bis laurels ir. Tonquin and Formosa.
lie is a native of Sens, in the Yon ne,
where lie was born in 1837. At eighteeii
years of age lie entered the Military
Acadeniy of Saint Cyr, and two years
later received bis commission as a sub-
lieutenant in a liue regiment, with whicli
lie Darticipated in the Italian canipaigni.
At Solferino lie beliaved witli great gai-
lantry, and was wounded, and he receiv-
ed the Cross of the Legion of Honour
for bis bravery, Durinig the Franco-Ger-
nman War lie served as a captain with
Laveaucoupet' s leroic division, wliicli
was (leciniated at Forbacli. Hie then
passed several years on active service in
Afr-'ca, returning to France in IS83 witli
thue rank of lieutenant-colonel. With
General Negrier lie proceeded to Ton-
quin in conmnand of the Foreign Legioli,
and, operating against the Chinese,
storined at the liead of bis men the en-
trencbiments at Bac-Ninh. lHe ais, par-
ticipated in the capture of Hnng Hou.
Promioted to a colonelcy in September,
1884, lie wàs sent to engage tlie Chiinese,
wbo were then besieging Tuyen Quan,
and by a brilliant coup de main succeed-
ed in relieving the garrison and in re-
victualling the place. A month later lie
was despatcbed with a strong force to
Formosa, where be frequently engaged
the Cliinese, and, in spite of their super-
ior nunibers, inflicted several signal de-
féats on tliem. His conduct during this
campaign. earned lii, besides the pro-
motion already notcd, a Conmmandrship
of the Legion Of Ilonour. Returning to
France in 1885, lie took command of the
i îoth Regimieit of Infantry stationed at
Dunkirk. Here lie remiained uutil, in
1 888, he received the grade of General
of Brigade, when lie was transferred to
Cliateauroux. Finally promioted a (,en-
eral of Division in Septeuber, 183, lie
received the command of the 16th Divis-
ion of Infantry at Bourges. At the pre-
sent nmoment ie lias charge of the i4tlî
Division at Belfort.

The proposai to create a new naval port

at Port-en-Bessin, betweeu Cherbourg
and Havre, is generally weli received in
both the naval and niilitary circles 'of
France. The situation of the place is
favourable, for the entrance having been
itnproved, a harbour will be accessible iin
whicli the lirgest battleships may be
secure. It is flot proposed to reduce the
importance of Cherbourg, but, in view of
thie great difficulty of adequately fortify.
ing that place, Port-en-Bessin is regarded
as the site of an important secondary
harbour. The idea is not altogether new,
for Admirai PoIlu de la Barrière lias
touclied upon it, and a host of writers
have discussed the defence of the Coten-
tin. In military circles the creation of
the new port is bailed as a step to that
end, for there is an uneasy feeling abroad
that a sense of insecurity in the uortli
miglit tend to paralyse in some degree
the nîilitary operations of France on lier
eastern frontier. The possibility of an
enemy latiding lu the Cotentin, fortify-
ing hinîself behind the hunes of Carentan,
and taking Cherbourg lu the rear, lias
long been a bugbear to Frenclimen, and
found expression, iin a remarkable fasli-
ion, in the projet of M. Cabart-Danne-
ville -wlio explained liow au invasion
niight lie effected-to baud over the de-
fence to the Navy. The Tempsas criticised
adversely the proposai for the iiew port,
and lias attributed the project to the
weight of local in fluence, but this judg-
mient seems not well founded. Port-en-
Bessin sliould give a stroliger base to the
Frenchi feet in the nortl, anîd its posi-
tion, connected by strategic uines with
Cherbourg and Havre. would be one of
mucli ituportance.-Army and Navy Ga.
zette, Novenîber 24t11.

Holland end Norway are now follow-
ing the lead of other powers in adoptiug
a smail-bore magazine rifle. The experi-
ence obtained in the Lombok affair lias
probably opened the eyes of the Nether-
lands Governuient to the necessity of
arming the lnfantry witli a more up-to.
date weapon than the in mm. Beaumont
rifle, whicli las somewhiat unsuccessfully
been transformed into a repeating rifle
by the addition of a magazine. lu the esti-
mates for 1895 a sumi of two a and haîf
million florins is to be provided for sup.
plying tlie first instahuent of 6.5 m.
rifles on the Maunliclier systemn, .nd for
the erection at Amsterdam of the neces-
sary sliops and appliances for manufac.
turing tlhe new rifles and their amnînni-
tion. The first requiremients will be
liuited to x4,ooo rifles and carbines,
with a supply Of 400 cartridges per amni,
at a total estimated cost of nitie million
florins. In Norway thee iilitamy coin-
nîiittee on sîxtall amiis lias eported ini
favour of the introduction of a 6.5 mnm.
Krag Jorgensen repeating rifle of a some-
whiat iniproved type to that recently
adopted for the Danish AAmnîy. The coin-
nuiittee recommuends thant 20,000 of the
uew rifles sliouI<1 beinanufactumedabroad,
and 4000o at the Snîall Amms Factory at
Kotigsberg. Tlhese 21,000 rifles wili be
suficient to re-armi the hune battalons,
au(d as soon as tlîeylhave been issued the
01(1 10 1,5 mui. Jarnîaiî repeating."rifles%

will be handed over to thie Reservée bat-
talions. When the supply of the new
rifles reaches 70,mo) the Reserve bat-
talions will also recei ve thue 6-jnh. rifle,
and the jarman rifles will be mnade over
to the Landwelir battalions. Thé ueW.
pattern ' rifle, whicli las a magazine hold-
ing five cartridges, weiglis 8 lb. 13 Pz.,b
exclusive of bayonet, which'weighs over
8 oz., and the initial velocity of the bul-
let 15 2,296 foot- seconds.-United Service
Magazine, November 24th.

Leinster Regiment (Royal Canadians)
(rootl).-Headquarters and the service
companies will embark at Bouîbay on
Saturday next in the hired transport Dii-
wara for conveyance to Queenstown,
where tliey are due January i .

A few years ago a party of Americun
naval officers were visiting a British slip,
and the conversation turned on the va-
nious vessels then present, and their dif-
ferent capabilities, &c. Sonieone remark-
ed that the Anierican flagship possessed
great coal stowage capacity, according
to the printed description, and asked lier
fl.-et engineer if sucli was the case? He
replied, "YXes, sir, lier cubic space for coal
stowage is very great, very great indeed,
but there is somewhat of an obstacle or,
so to say, a hitdli as regards the practical
utility of the stowage space in question.
The bunker space is uDdoubtedly great,
but for some reason, probably good, the
constructors have made a kind of 'bang-
ing tunnel ' tlurough the bunker, and it
is necessary to send a couple of firemen
or coal trimmers behind this tunnel dur-
ing coaling, to trirn the coal so as to 611l
the bunker, and when tliey have doue 80
there is no nieans of extricating these
men, so that it is à question of sacriflcing
the large extra bunker accommodation
or the firemen, and hitherto the firemen's
interests have carried the day." It is
likely therefore that the coaling of otiier
slips besides cour own are hampered by
the necessities of their constructin.-
Arnmy and Navy Gazette.

As an experienced officer pointed out
in onr columns last week, there is no
doubt tliat the time lias corne for facing
the question of rifle ranges in a business.
like manuer. The paramount importance
of good shooting in aIl branches 'of the
Army is not sufficiently realized by thie
British public, else thie Government
would lie less diffident in dealing with
the provision of ranges on a scale suit-
able to modern needs. Matters are very
differently managed ia the great armies
of lie Continent, where the most tho-
rougli-going and wellthouglit.out ar-
rangements are made, not only for sup-
plying good weapons and ammunition,
b)ut for giving the so!lIiers ample iustruc-
lion and practice in their use. Now that
the value of land lias reacbed its lowest
limit, it would be a wise policy to acquire
at once what sooner or later we must
possess, namely, an adequate number of
safe and convenient ranges for firing the
new suîall.bore rifle. This must be regard-
ed as a necessity for any efficient miii-
tary force, and it would be well to pro-
vidle it before the musketry of our soldiers
deteriorates, and before the occurrence
of further accidents. In more instances
than one, the places wliere practice withi
the Iee.Mýetfordl is permnitted are abso-
lutely unsafe for the purpose,- and it is
riglit that the attention of t.bose respon-
sible should lie urgently called to that
fact.


