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training hefoî e bri<'ading, as iii the EAuglish progranimuie,m
couid i)c secured. Uîîfortunately tue battalions which wej
muster in camips of instruction are invariahiy rural corps
and contaiu so large a p)rop)ortion of recruits that tlue wiuole
nine days availzbie for instruction are spent in thue rtdi-
nients of drill. lindcî these circunistances it becoînes a
question wviether the large expensc entaiied in brigadi ng
the troops is justified iy the resuits obtained. In many
corps of instruction the whoie tine is spent in squad, coin-
pany and elenmcntary battalion drill, and iii target practice,
and the force in camp is somnetinies tiever asscmbied as a
brigade.

Is it not possible that i)etter results mnight lie obtained
by organizing battalion camps imstead of brigade camps,
always provided th.it the l)attalioli couid be under coni-

petent staff drill and inspection during the pcriod of camp ?

BRITIISHI OiFICERS ANI1) Tif EL RWE\IO .
(Commnjaîtud tu ie Ihoad ro.

'lhle question as to tie proficiency of British officers in
the use of the wcapons which féon their equip)fiCflt is
seldoni taised. \'et the wholc subject is of great import-
ance, not oui>' to individuais, but to the arnmy at large. That
an officer shouki be able to act both on the defensive and
offensive ieîn necessary is indeed of vital interest. I-low
niany a lbrave f. Ilow mighit stili be unmourned had oniy the
importance of a proper training witlî the mword and revolver
been recognized sooner! 'J'le miatter secims to, bc little
considered, chicfly for t.wo reasons :flrstly, because it ai)-
iears maînly a subject for individual effort ; secondiy, be-
cause the condition-, of fighiting have so comipetely changed
with the introduction of long-range we'apons, that hand-to-
hand encouinters seeni generaliy to bc lookcd upon as be-
lonimng to a past epochi in miîary history. 'l'lie whole
inatter can best be sunimarised b>' a question Is the
British oltîcer---niore especially of the infantry-capabie,
with the training lie receives, of successfoliy defending
hiniself, or of acting on the offensive, with the amis author-
ized to be carried by 1dmi ? It is hard>' nccessary to re-
mark that no allusion is bore being macle to l)ersotlal cour-
age, either moral or physical, but niereiy as to the cfiliciency
and science with wvhich the sword and revolver cati be
handled. Neithier need any comparison lie made as to
wvhether the British oiïiccr is a better swordsmaii than lie in
the armies of continental powcrs. '1hat is flot the point;
it is a wcak thing to seck comfort in the rellcction that ai-
thoughi we are not proficient in such andi such an art, yet
those who rnay be opîposed to us are no better.

L et us giance brielly at the l)resent systemn of instruction
as irnlarted to oilicers. i'irstly as regards the sword. On
joining the cavalry, the regulations req(iire thiat the yoting
oficer be put throughi a course of feîmcîng. So far, so good.
But with respect to infantry, instruction t> officers is only
to be iniparted whien there happons to be a military gymi-
nasium at the station. 'l'lie regulation relative t<) féricing
further adds, "Ail other oflicers shouid be encouraged to
practise this exercise during their leisuire hours as muîucm as
p)ossible." T1his al)lears to be an ingcnious way the au-
thorities liave of ridding themselves of any rcsponsibiiity iii
thc inatter. Mien there is, besides this initiation into the
art of fcncing, the laugbiable farce calcd sword exercise,
gone throtigh at irregular intervals. W\ho will (lare to say
that the p:erformuance given by regimientai olficers before
,ile gencrai àt luis animal inspection is of any practical
value at ail ? It imust lie admitted, therefore, tlîat the
training anl offi<cr tindergoes does not tend t> muake hini
an expert swordsmnan.
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What then can be said of the revolver ? '[his flrearum is
gencraily understood, iii a covert kind of wvay, to be an
authorised weapon of tlue Bfritish officer. U'ew officers on
home service possess one, and stili fumer have opportunities
for revolver l)ractice ; and yet, were these ol-ficers ordered
on active service, neiriy the first article they would îrovide
theniselves with would be a revolver. %'<hat an exceed-
ingly comical army it wouild be in wvhich the rank ani file
îvere only suppiied with rifles just before their departure
for service in the field ! In EuIgland no atteînpt is made
to train officers to shoot with the revolver: it nia' almiost
be said that thé' existence of suchi a wvcapon scenis to be
ignored. In India muatters are slighitly better, for cvery
officer bas annually to expend twenty-four rounds of pistol
amimunition. 1'ancy 1 an all(>wance of twenty-f<ur rounds
in a year to effmciently exercise oficers in the use of the
most difficuit flrearmi ever invented ! It is a fact to be
regretted, bt one whici happily can be rniedied, that the
knowledge which the miajority of officcrs have of the use
of their revolvers is rather less than their knowleclge o>f
swvordsnîanship. T1his state of thîngs, it must be borne iii
mind, is not tlue fault of oficers themnselves. In seeking a1
remedy for the cvii, the chief point to be kept iii vicw is to
provide oi)portuflitieS for ail officers to imîurove tiueir sk'll
with amis.

'['le first act of the authorities ouglît to be the construc-
tion of at icast two revolver ranges iii every barrack in the
United Kingdom. Tihcse would lx: but sîiail iatters iii
tiîenisclvcs, and occupy but little moin, but wheuî onice
tliey are in existence, one great cliffcuity under which otfi-
cers desirotîs of inîproving their siuooting îîow labour wvill
be reinoved. Besides thîs, every re.ginuelt of cavairy, bat-
talion of infantry, and battery of artiilcry shouid be enabled
to start its own sciuooi of arm. A special fecicng in-
structor, whose dut>' it shouid i>e to (livide his attention
betweeuî tue difféenmt corps iii a garrison, shoul be ai>-
pointed to every station where troops are <îuartcred. Spcciai
classes, with certificates obtainable at their clos5e, iigt also
be held at large iiiiliîary cent.-es, soie!>' for lie training of
officers iii fencing and revolver shootinug. Once a yeair onc
great nter-reginîeîîtal contest could he instituteci and held
sîîîîultaneouisly at différent stations thr >ughiout tie cou ntry,
every reginuent being obliged to be represcnte(l iy a teami
of at least six officers. In the confmdential reports at a gen-
eral's annual insipection, sl)e(ial mîention sluouid bu' made of
the pistol shooting and swordsnuanship carried ou dur-ing
the prcceding twelve uionthis. Agaiuu, a rcturn of ail
matchîes siiot muiglut be subinitted quartcriv, togtther witu
the rcsuhts, to the lîeadquarters of the respective districts.
Finaliy, it would ensure the due practîce of arns, so essen-
tial for tue saiety of officers, if fencing and revolver shoot-
ing werc included in the exanuination for puromotionu. Th'lis,
roughly, is a schenîe whcreby an important matter nuighit
reccive the attention due to it. Were it adlopted, the
British armuuy --olfliccrcd as it is at present hy the )i-avCSt
gentlemen aîîy force can show--wouid tincdoubtedly -on
tainu sone of the nuost deadly shiots and finest swordsnueîî
in Europe.

oTTýlAW%.\ SOLI)IRS ON l)UTV.
Another lias l)een added to the long list of service'ý

rendercd by tue Canadian Militia in aid of the Civil 1pow('cr.
I.ast wvoek a strîke occurred at the lumbher niliis adjoiningu
tue Chaudiere Falls in Ottawa and 1 1111. About 1,500 l'le">
(luit work to denmand shorter hours anîd lihUîeîc pay, ti
great mnajority going ratier tînwilimigly ;àt the c' unand ot
the leaders. An Vtteilult wvas ina(ie to force onît also it,
cmuîpioyees in the E ddy factories at Il uli, and entranco t-)
these places wvas forcibly gained, Mr. l-'dly anîd bis cluic
assistants bemmug ratdier rougiuly Atmdld i\t. righit's quamv
ries also the mien wvere conupelled to qIuit, -mn< M r. C. .


