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sions, of experîments badly made, tainted xvith errors which theyhave flot knowni how to perceive, or which they have not knownhow to avoid. Spontaneous generation is tieu a cim-era."T1hese researches marked out Pasteur as a remarkably acuteobserver ývithj great clearness of mind. His writings aremarked for their lucidity of expression, and in the debatesproduced by theni in the French scientifie societies Pasteur
proved himself a keen controversialist, absolutely fair to hisOppoflents, but demanding of theni proofs of their statenments,
flot rnere wvorcls. " You say much but prove niotinig," waë; lusùnly reply to one opponent who endeavored to drowNv his demon-
strations i a 'torrent of words.

Pasteur's work on fermentation and putrefaction set many
other investigators to work, and afllofgst these the one towbom surgery owes so much, viz., Lister. Many nmen hadpreviously puinted ont that there xvas a close resemiblance be-
tween fermentative processes and infections disease, and, xvhenPasteur proved that fermentation depended upon the vitalactivity of microbes, Lister began to study wvound secretions andhad no difficulty ini detecting mimerons bacteria in these dis-charges. As Pasteur hiad shown~ that the microbes of fermienta-
tion were present in the air ancl surrouincings of the fermentable
material, Lister concludcld that these wound bacteria w\ere inilike manner (leriveci f rom the air and surrondings of thepatient, and he then ,,,et himiself the task of preventing theentrance of bacteria, or preventing their developmnent iii the
wound. \Ve (Io not eml)lov to-day the exact systein Listerclevised, as it hias been greatly improved tipon with oui- more
exact knowledge of the if e history of the wounid-infecting bac-teria, but Our present methods are a direct outcomie of hiis.The antiseptic and aseptic systemn of wouncl treatnient has, withanesthesia, madle modern surgery, and proved one of thegreatest blessings and boons to suffering ilankind. One canonly form sorte adequate idea of the value of Lister's workwvhen it is remernbered that the average mortality froni thegenleral run of operations rau from twenty to fifty per cent., andfrom thie saying of the French surgeon, Vulpian, " The merestpin prick is an open door to death." Lister ahvays attributed
bis basic ideas to Pasteur, freely crediting him wvith the honor,as witness the following extracts from his address at the Pasteurjubilee in 1892: " Truly tiiere does not exist in the entire
world any individual to wvhoni the medical sciences owe morethan they do to you. Your researches on fermentation have
thrown a powerful beani which bas lightened the baleful dark-


