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" NATIONAL DAY

Tt was cstxmated by an 0ld Irish

.' _#itizen of Montreal,
4,000 and 5,000 people assisted
- the service at St. Patrick’s Church.

at

It was a pleasing sight to see the
" «Cadets of St. Ann’s and the Cadets of
“Mount St. Louis marching grandly
.along animated with the same spirit

- —

County dMarshal, John Dundon, of
the A. O. ., is a splendid type of an
Jrishman. He is a clever horseman.

The Hibernian Knights were ad-
mired by the thousands of spectators.
Captain Kane, and Lieutenants 1.
Doyle and H. A. McCracken, as well
.as the veterun Col. Feeney, deserve
.great credit for the enthusiasm they
displayed.

The Young Irishmen's societies of
all « the parishes mude o creditable
showing.

The pupils of St. Patrick’s and St.
IAnn's Christian Brothers School,werc
out in force, and were frequently
«cheered aloug the route,

‘The jaunting car was a feature
St. Aun’s parade which roused
many pleasant old memories.

of
up

The line of march embraced the
whole west end, and along the entire

route almost every house was gay
wavith bright colored bunting the be-
loved (green.

It -was o subject of general com-

ment, that there were so many youug
men and youths in the parade, muk-
ing it apparent that every succeeding
£t. Patrick's Day, bound {he hearts
of our people into still closer ties.

NATIONAL ENTERTAINMENTS

IN THE EVENING.

——

If the celebration of $t. Patrich’s

ay, 31899, in Montreal was an un-
qualified suceess, it can be said, with
cyual trath, that the evening  was
_marked by more than ordinary  en-
thusiasm.  Time was, within even

the memory of many yet alive, when
the St [Matrick's concerl
sidered o rare and

was - con-
glorious treat; in

those days one hall sufliced {0 aceon-

medate the chitdren of jdom, s @ i
rsingle concert was  deemed suflicient,
But these times have changed:; the
Irish population has  increased in o«
remarkable degreee;  variety has  Le-
come the characteristic of the  new
era; and, as a cunse ence, ot Ui,

bu
scuree sullice to give enjoyment to the

nearly o doven  entertainments

Irish  popuintiop of our city on St
Patrica's night. “The St Patrick So-
ciely’'s  dinner at the Windsor lotel;
the AL O, 1L coucert in the Windsor
Hall; the Young Teishioen's 1. and R
Association’s dramatic reprosentation
at Her Majesta’s Theatre; the St

Ann's Young Men's Society's double
of an original

Monument

represeitation
drann,  ag the
zhe various
by the associntions conneeted
1he different  lrish parishes: and  w
number of minor entertainments—all
of which were most freely patronized
—show that there is a very strong
Irish element in Montreal, and  that
t1he enthusiasm of former vears has
been transmitted  with increased fer-
vor to the men of the present gener-
ation.

Irish
Natijonitl;
parvochial concerts given
with

While we purpose giving our renders
a detuiled account of each entertain-
aent, it may not be inopportune o
here pass a few comments upon some
of the principal features of that even-

" ing's celebration.

We have heard it remnarked that
few took exception to the dinner, giv-
werl by St. T'atrick’s Society, at the
Windsor, being styled the *‘first an-
wmual dinner.” As a matter of fact it
was not the first dinuner ever given hy
the Society; but it has been so long a

custom Lo hold o convert on  that
night, that very few of the present
generation — belonging ta §t. Pat-

rick's Society— can associate the cel-
ebration of the 17th of March with a

that between *
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' cause, as well as the. enthusiasm al-
ways created.hy the splendid body. of
the Young Irishmen's literary ~and

Benefit Association, ‘may be evidenced
‘in the fact that from the doors of

L] both their entertainment halls hund-

reds had to be turned away, on ac-
count of lack of accommodation. The
same may he said of St. Ann’s Youny
i Men's Society;
i ening performances of
'Triumph’’—one of Mr. James Mar-
"tin's beautiful Irish dramas— drew
full houses to the Monument Nation-
al. Iu St. Anthony’s,
St. Mary's purishes, the concerts
were successful beyond all anticipa-

tions; and even the dramntic repres-
, entations, given on the eve, by dif-
.ferent institutions — such as St.

Mary's College, and Mount St. Louis
Institute— were patronized, just
if no other form of celebration
‘ taking place in the city. It will
long hefore a  more thoroughly
universaily enjoyable St. DPPatrick’s
| Night comes to Montreal; and while
,heartily congratulating all who
'took part, in any form, i the
, : memoration of Ireland's patron saint,
Vave will give the details of each par-
. ticular entertainment.

us

Though the dinner with which 8t
Patrick's Society celebrated the even-
ing of Ircland’s festal duy was not as
largely attended as expected, *it was
nevertheless, n marked stuccess.  The
successful manner in which it passed
off, will undoubtediy do much to add
to the popularity of like oceasions in
the future. The speeches—the  main
feature of such gatherings — were
bright and enjoyable, those made in
proposing and responding to the two
principal toasts, “‘lreland”” and &
ada,”” breathing sentiments of broth-
erly affection towards all speaking of
the great achievements of Irish-
men in the past and the present, ang

an-

holding up Lhese as examples worthy
of the emulation of the younger gen-

erittion of to-day.
The dinner took plaece in the ladies’
ordinary of the Windsor Hotel, which
bunting,
Tlag of N,
its lettering
promrienl

had heen  made bright with
wmong which the
I'atrick’s Society,
of wold, was arcorded
place, whilst the soft  light of
fairy candelabra cast a pleasant glow
across  the  tables, bright with (Le
sheen of glittering ware., About 120
persons atiended the dinner, and jed
hy the P'resident  of the Society, Dr.
15, 3. ¢ Rennedy, (wearing bis chain
office), and the pliosts of the evening,
of

an

green
avith

maay

they touk their seals  to strains

ot i i i
iy J\\u velebrate,’ rendered by
eflic ent orchestra under
of I'rol, Wilson.

——

the direction

James

presid-
were

of the sociely
and right
inelmding repres-

‘The president
ed, and  an Lis left
the invited guests,
entatives of the dilferent national so-
wlio wore their otlicial chains,
on his rizht

civties,

Inunediately wis seated

Mayor 'refontaine.  then Messes. R
Gott ey, M., president of  N¢
George's Socjeiy; AP Riddell, sec-

ond  vicepresident ol S Andrew’s

Societa; o, Judge Curran, Mr. M.
J. I Quinn, Q.. AL, Charles T
Smith, president of the Board  of
the Board of Trade; ¥, J. Hart and
Rev. I'ather Kavanagh, s, On the

president's left were Messrs. Damase
Parizeau, president of St Jdean Bap-
tiste Society; J.- Familton Ferns,
president of the Irish Y'rolestant
Beneveolent  Society; William  Seath,
president of the Caledonian Saciety;
r, Drummond, Hon, J. L. Bittinger,
consul-gencral of the United States;
Sir Willinm Hingston and Hon. Dr.
Guerin, M.I..A. The vicechairs were
occupied by DMessrs. I'. ¥'. DMeCafirey,
§. Cross and F. J. Curran, and among
the general company present were.—
1.1 Itonnyne, Michael Guerin,M.Fitz-
gipbon, D. bclintyre, W. J. Crowe, A,

Hewit, J. . Kavanagh, M. ii.
O'Connor, H. L. Sait, Frank J.
Green, M. J. Morrison, . M. Feron,

.. B. Deviin, Edward Cavanagh, D.
Tansey, Ald. T.areau, Robert Bicker-
dike, M.L.A., Ald. Stevenson, Jchn
TFaley, W. J. White, Jnmes Wilson, B.
McNally, John Ferns, Felix Casey,
Michael Sharkey, Dr. F. J.Hackett,
. J. Ln\'erts’ J.A. Rowan, Thos.
Wright, T. . Tunsey, P. J. Gordon,
John J)upuns, W, G. Kennedy, W. .
Kennedy, W. Il Cox, James Loner-

dinner. JTor so many years has it
been the custom Lo hold an
concert, that the imaugurntion of
dinner, to replace the concert,

1L

be fairly considered a new departure; ’

and, as far as the present is concerin-
ed, this year's dinner.was certainly
ihe f{irst of the annual dinners com-
menced and intended to he held in the
future. However, so old is the Soci-
ety, and so far back can its history
be {raced, that we could almost say
that it has celebrated St. latrick’s
night at one Lime or another, in
most every imnginable manner. One
thing certain; the idea of the dinuer,
when so many other associations are
holding conterts, or literary and
dramu.tu. so:rees, seems to have been
a ha.ppy one, sad met with favor and
well-deserved success.

" the populanty of the A. 0. H., and

annual l

may | penter, Hon,

. nor, Johi
‘ C. Shannon,

al-
i

gan, «Henry J. Kavanagh, Michael
Jurke, 1). A. McCaskill, C, A. NMeDon-
nell, Prof. J. A. Fowler, G. A, Car-
Jas. McShane, . B. Me-
Nawmee, Uhief of Police Hughes, Jus.
Dillon, 3. J. Coughlin, T, W. McAn-
ulty, W. L. Durack, bir, 5. J. 0'Con-
A. Rafter, 12. J. Coyle, 1.

John . Curran, 1. J.
Cloran, Capt. Frank Loye, Edward
Q’'Brien, Gerald . Tgan, T. A,
Iaynch, S. Harris, I’. Wright, I’. .
McKenna, D. C. Brosseau, W, T. Bur-
gess, James Davis, A. G. H. 8i. Denis
and James C. Mangan.

The following was the musical
programme rendered during the din-
ner:—

Alarch ‘*Day We Clelebrate.”
Qverture.. .. . .."'Donnyhrook Fair’’
Irisli Melody, *‘‘MyLittleIrish Queen''
Fantasia .. “Gems of Ireland”

EEIRLERTS

'_ t o upprecm.tmn of its magnificent
- in -~the interest of the Irish

.March .. .. .. .. Knights of Columbus’’

the afternoon and ev-
‘O’ Rourke’s |

Si. Gabriel’s , showed that the bonds which

and |

P 'Circus Girl™.
Belection. 7 ;, .. ‘"Moore’s Centenma.l"
March ...... ... ve eeee 'Charlatan"
Jubiles .. .. .. “Ha.nna.h’s Promenade’’
Irish Medley ... ... ... “‘Royal Irish’

‘i}alse s oeeegs

a me,ma

After the menu had been dicnssed
and the toothsome delicacies done
full justice to, the chairmean rose 1o

' propose the first toast, that of Ihe
" Queen,:’ and in doing so he took oc-
casion to speak of the excelleat turn-
l out that had marked the pracession
in the morning, and remarked 1hat it
eon-
nected the Irish Canadinas, or the
"Irishmen who had made their hosmes
in this country, with Irelanl +were
very strong. The majorily of Irish
Canadians in Montreal hud never
seen Ireland, but, nevertheless, they
always looked back to the old land.

were the old sod, and always exhibiiad the
be ; utmost enthusiasm ot cversthing that

concerned its -welfare. St. L'awrick’s
Society, he then went on 1o say,
while in a measure it bound the 1r-
ishmen of Montreal together by its

com- ! fnat.ional character, was essentinlly o

charitable associgtion. The junidy at
the disposal of the Society were in-
vested in securities, and the interest
therecon was used for the beneit of
the poor in Montreal. Of late yeurs
this mouney had not been used for any
other purpose than that of charity.
The Society difd their best avith the
means at their dispesal, and tried to
alleviate the wants of their suflering
fellow-countrymen in this city. The
Committee, of course, would very
much like to see more money coming
in, so that its sphere of work could
be enlarged. In conclusion he men-
tioned that it was the intention this
yvear to nmake some amendments o
the constitution, which had not bheen

allercd for nearly hali n century. He
likewise said that in former years

the socicty had held o c¢oncert, buy

lthis time they coveluded that they

would make o Cliiligé and hold a din-
ner, and so give all an oppdFtunity of
gathering romd the festive board and
recalling reminiscences  and recollec-
tions O1d  Ireland, Mr. Frank
Ferns then contributed the ‘Cruiskeen
Lawn™ in good style.

of

The chairman in rising to prose the
foat, Ireland,” was enthusiastically
cheered. Ife said in part:—

It is not without (repidation that
I rise to propose the toast of Ireland.
Whether sve consider the antiguity
and perfection ef its ancient civiliza-

tion, the influence of ils sons in mod-
prn times in pearly gery coumry in
the world, we find the subject  so0
viest, s extensive, that it would
require many volwmes to narrate it.
wWhen  other  countries were in the
depth of barbarisin, she was in the
sunstdine  of eivilization. Ier sons
were  to be found in Giermany, in
France, in Italy, and in every land

where the civilizing influenece ol edu-
cal ion had made its way.

In this superiority
i pnesure,
lish  kings attempited to subdue
inhubitants, Dersecution againsi
then the law of the
days in refer-

a later period,
wis Jost when the Fog-
its

principles  was
Those were the
Jonah Barrington
hHhe

land.

which Sir.
“The persons of men may -’
eperced, but it is beyond the reach of
huan  power to  subdue the rooted
hereditary passions and prejudices of
and patriotic

ring to
suid:

u persevering, ardent:
people.’’

But justice made its way, and from
ihe pennl days -<ve may pass to the
doys of Grattan and Flood, immeortal
naumes it the history of Ireland. The
work they founded vanished with the
disappearance ‘of the Irish *arliament
and was transferred to the Dritish
Fouse of Comimons, and there the
complex questions of vital interest
1o the nation have been threshed out.
until we see lreland getting the bene-
fit of better laws, and, as at the
present time, o measure of local
Home Government. I say it to-nighe,
that there are British statesmen who
are striving hard Lo give to Ireland
that measure of- justice which will
make it o happy and prosperous
country, and we ardently hope that
there efforts mmay be crowned with
sticcess.

The influence of Jreland on the pro-
gress of civilization has been im-
mense. There js not a country in ku-

rope but has felt it. XMer children
have found their way to all parts of
the carth, and wherever they have
gone they have betome enthusijastic
subjects of their adopted land, with-
olit forgetting the dJand of their birth.
The historinn of the future will trace
out Lhe beueficent effeets of Celtic in-
flucnee on nations.

1L is for us gathered around  this
buanquet table, to drink to the {ouast
of Ireland, the land of our fathers,
the land of our sires. May prosperity
and progress be hers, and muy  she
bo blessed with that measure of lib-
erty which we in Coanadn enjoy.

Mr. Justice Curran, who was called
upon to respond was greeted with
cheers. His apeech was a masterly
ons and awakened the greatest en-
thusiasn. Not a few of those gather-
ed around' the festive board, citizens

proniinent in every walk of life, de-

| men and
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clared . tha.t xt wos the BEort o! his
jite. The fo]lowing is a synopsis:—
He sa.id.—Thls m an unexpected
|hom:or and an ap010gy is due. I am
itakmg the place of the Hon. M. Hac-
kett, one of the most brilliant young
' Irish Canudians in our country, then,
my usual atmos-
phere for some years past is one from
which sentiment is of necessity ex-
cluded. Iy right this {oast belongs
to one of Irish birth, and I cannot
claim to be of the manor born; but if
to have beten a member of St. Pat-
rick's sotiety for 37 years; if to
have filled every oflice in the associa-
tion from the lowest to that of pres-
ident, if to have been identified with
evory Irish movement, as the associ-
ate of - nmy lamenied friend Senator
Edward Murphy, if to have been
rocked in 1ny cradle awith the *‘Irish
Emigrant's Lament:’ ag my lullaby,

as, you afe aware,

give me a right to respond to this
toast, theni indeed I may claim the
privilege. I felt like addressing the

two presidents, for I not only see
the president of 8t. Patrick's Society,
but the president of the Iri:.lh Prot-
estant Benevolent Society as well, we
are all brother Irishmen, or descend-
ants of the same Celtic stock. This
morning the Irish Catholic knelt be-
fore the altar of God and adored Him
according to the ancient rite.

He attended 2MXass and marched in
procession, as in testimony of his
faith as wtll as of his love of the 01d
Land, To-night we are assembled
here as it i3 to be hoped we shall al-
ways meet around the social board,
without creed differences. No country
less than Ireland can aflord to see
her sons divided upon such lines, Qur
national glories in the field and for-
um, in every art and in every science,
in all that goes to make a nation
grent, are {og closely hound together
] to permit a severangs. May St.
Patrick’s night ever find thig sons of
St. Patrick united in heart and hand
as are the Irishmen of BMoutreal ,ar-
ound this table. You ask :ne wo
spond to the toesl of Ireland,

re-

80

gracefully proposed by you, s
Chairman. It would reyuire the ol -
quence of an O'Connell, the jpatrine-
ism of an Emmet, the faith of 4 Nt

Patrick, to do it justice. let me osk
ask you to stand iwith me, in nua—cin-
ation beneith one of the old round
towers, whose solidily and s;wnwiry
attest the ancient civilizaiion of
which you have spoken. ¥ fteen Ll
red years ago, Si. Patrick won the
hioodless victory of Christinnity over
Paganism. What is the panorama
that unrolls itself before our view?We
witness a phenomenon that has never
been seen in the history of any other
race.  During those f{ifteen hundred
years nations, kincdoms and  em-
pives have tone and gone. Siatesmen
amd heroes liave appeared upon  the
seene; men who seemed to hold  ihe
destinies of mankind in the hollow of
their hands, 7To those nien mont-
ments of brass and stone were crect-
ed, but those monuments have erumb-
led into dusi, the very names of those
men are unknown exeept to the stud-
ents of hislory, but the name and
the fame of St, Patrick are engrazven
upon the hearts of a grateinl people.
The early monuments erected to his
honor, may be but a few crumbling
stones, but in the old world, and in
the new, Cathedrals are standing and
others are heing built bearing the
name of the Apostle of Ireland. In
Canada from Cape Breton Lo Vancou-
ver, in every city of the United
States at the Antipodes, as well as
in the old world, his name is revered,
antd his deeds proclaimed from tens
of thousanfs of pulpits and plat-
forms to-day. Hundreds of thousands
of men in lands unknown and un-
dreamt of in his time, march in pro-
cession with the symbolic shamrock,
that he exhibited to the King and his

nobles at Tara, pinned 1o their
breasts, the ancient airs that the
bards struck from their harps re-

sound in every quarter of the coloniz-
ed world, the language he spoke is
being revived in great universilies,
and from every land under the sun,
the waves that break upon the shores
of Irelund to-day carry on their
crests, the blessings, the pruises, the
prayers and patriotic devotion of
Ireland’s exiled sons and daughters
and of those who are proud to pro-
claim themsdves the descendants of
the race. Wecannot tarry to follow
the panorams of those filteen centur-
jes. One striking spectacle uny be too
harrowing for iyour coentemplation. If
so close your eyes upon the famine
scene. The stricken [figures may be
more than you can benr, the old wo-
children falling by the
wayside. The march of the hundreds
of thousands to the emigrant ships
has taken 7place, and sail has been

What is the
that has taken

across the Adlaniic.
transformation scenue

trodden famishing crealures, but their
children have taken their places. Cun
it be that in one generation so great
a .change has taken place? You see
amongst the highest in the land the
‘descendants of these same exiles.
Here is the 1A hat of Lhe cardinal,
again an army of archbishops, bish-

set for the land of the [ree. Now look |

place? ¥ou no longer see the down- !

ops and d.xstmguished priests. -In the
Ycouncils of the _nation, in. the army,
and in the navy, in.every learned pro-
'fession and. honorable ca.llmg,. the
descendants of the exiles have ;. ac-
hieved distinction. And how dld they
repay the hospitality thus extended
to them, When a fratricidal -war
broke cut, that threatened the in-
stitutions of the great republic, were
the Irish “exiles wanting 'in their
duty? Upon a hundred battle fields
did they not pour out their blood,lay
down their lives for the flag that
gave them a home and a citizenghip;

destinies of the Union were trembl~
ing in the balance, who was the em-
issary that hastened to Europe to
avert misfortune and was successful
in the mission but Archbighop
Hughes. Then a son of . Ireland did
noble work, just as.to-day an Irish-
man, the Chief Justice of England,
Lord Russell of Killowen, has been
chosen to settle the long standing
difficzlties, between the Empire and
the United States of America. Time
flies and others have to speak, we
must needs turn our eyes from such
contemplation, The Ireland we have
toasted is the Ireland of yesterday,
of to-day, and of a glorious {fo-mor-
row. The Ireland of to-day is full of
promise. Its new institutions will be
ithe nurseries of the stalesman of the
future. To-day the Scottish Celt, aid-
ed by Irish Generals and Admirals,
governs the empire. The turn of the
Irish Celt must come. Not merely to
govern his own country, {hrough
Home Rule, but to govern the un-
dimmed destinies of the empire at
large. Then shall we see the triumph
of ideality over materialism. Ireland
shall be the leading partner in the
combination. Let me in conclusion
thank you for the enthusiasm with
which you have received this toast. J
[ thank sou jn the name of this Ire
land ofBrian Boirhme, of Columbkillof
Aidan, and of that long list of saints
and sages, scholars and soldiers who
mmade her a distinguished nation cen-
turies ago. In the name of the Ire-
land of Grattan, Flood, Plunkett, and
Bushe, in the name of the Ireland of
Emmet, of O’Connell, and of Shiel.the
Ireland of Butt, of Justin AlcCarthy,

and of Charles Stewart Larnell. As
we are assembled here to-night, so
may our thildren and their great
grand children assemble around  the
festive board of years tc come and
may their proud anthema be Iirin
Mavourneen, ¥rin Go Bragh.”’

AMr. G. A, Carpenter then gave with
fine effect, the popular ballud, “Q,
I'romise Me."”

Ifon. Dr. Guerin  was called upon

te propose the toast ol “‘Canada,”
and in doing so he said:i— 1 think,
AMr. resident, you are to be congrat-
ulated vpon the success of this  our
first step towards having an anuual
dinner on St. Patrick’s night. It wuas
with a little trepndation that the so-
ciely undertook this tusk, but we
felt that once {he Irishmen of Mont-
real, irrespeclive of creed, had an op-
portunity of coming in contact with
each other, within a very short time
the largest room in the Windsor Hot-

el avould nol be spacious enough to
contain  those attending the ban-
gquet. We have seen in the other cit-

jes the success that has crowned ef-
forts of this description. We know
well that in New York City the sons
of St. Tatrick meet every St. I’at-
rick’s night ond celebrate by one of
the grandest banquets of the year the
patron feast of the Irish people. I
hope. therefore, that our people will
see the advisabijlity of taking up this
movement and bringing our fellow-
citizens into friendly contact in order
that we may become belter known
and become better friends,

“In rising to propose the toast of
‘Canadn,” I feel that I am called upon
to touch, perhaps, one of the most
sympathethic chords in the heart of
every gentleman here presentf We
all feel, notwithstanding the venera-

our forefathers, such sentiments to-
wards the land of our birth or of our
adoption as should thrill every right-
thinking citizen, for we have every
reason indeed to feel proud of Cana-
da which, although perhaps to-day is
not known throughoui ithe universe
as it should be, is, nevertheless one
of the grandest territorieson the fnce
0iGod's earth,a territory with an ex-
tent from an imaginary line, line <3,
1o practically the North I’ole; a land
the riches of which are still undevel-
oped aud unknown; a land which, for
health and every comfori, is, I am
sure, superior to anything that is
known in creation.

And whilst spenking of Canada, s
an Irishman 1 immay say it is our
duty to entertain  the most sympath-
elic feeling towards our Canadian fel-
" low-citizens; for, as Irishmen,
we came mere outcasts from our own
Inud, were we not received as broth-
" ers? Were we not made happy, in-
: dependent of language, independent of
'crced; and.are we not received here

as brolhers? Gentlemen, it is the

duty of every Irishman to be loyal o

the country of his adoption; and I am
f sure thot the Irishmen of Canada will
be as true to their countny as the Ir-

and in the supreme moment, when the

tion we entertaln towards the land of.

when |
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ishmen of others pa.rfs 6f thé Em- - .

plre. Is it not to our credxt to point_-

'to every posxtlon. we may 8y, in the

ing and to see that it hesbeen attain-
ed by Irishmen? ‘The very highest
post, as Judge Curran very able men-
tioned, that of the Chief Justice of
Englend, is at present occupied by an
Irish Roman Catholic; and while the
'winds are ringing with the victories
of the British forces in Egypt, to
whom whom is it due but to Lord
Kitchener, and Irishman? And at'the
present day svho ig at the head of
the British forces but Lord Wolseley,
an Irishman? And who is at the
head of the British navy? Lord Ber-
esford, and Irishman. In fact, gentle-
i men, when we awake to the situation
we practically govern Great Britain.
There is one thing to be said about
Capada, and that is that we should
all be proud and happy on account of
the liberty that exists inthis country.
I don't believe there is any country
in the world where there is such true
liberty as is found here in Canada.
Every man is on the same footing,
;every mean hes the same opportuni-
ties; and if the Irishmen don’t reach
the top rung of the ladder, it is the
fault of the Irishmen, and not the
fault of the country.

I remember so well, when visiting the
Centennial Exhibition in Chicago, a
few years ago, that I saw the bull
signed by the VPope, authorizing Fa-
ther Boyle to accompany Columbus;
and the first man who offered Mass
on the shores of America was Father
Boyle, an Irishman.

Therefore, should we concede any-
thing to the English, French, Scotch,
or anybody clse? This country is ours
gentlemen. We are the pioncers of
this country; we have uo reason to
ask any consideration from anybody.
We were the first {o arrive, and as
the great Irishmarn, Biedahis; said:
J'y suis, i’y reste’ (I am here, 1 te-
main). We have come here Lhis day,
and we arc iutending to establish
ourselves on u firm footing—to make
our influence felt —and we intend to
do it in no aggressive way but in the
most brotherly manner possible. -In
conclusion, gentlemen, 1 nay use the

—_— ——

words of the poct, and apply them
to Canada:—
I.ives there aman with soul so

deadd,
\WWho never to himself hath said,
This is my own, my native land?

I therefore ask you to fill your
glasses and drink  to "The Flcalth
and DProgperity of Canada.” "

Mr. J. 8. Dupuis then sang, with
much acceptance, **Q  Canada, . mon

which was encor-
Mr. W. ., White,

pays, mes amour,'’
ed, and afterwirds

by request, sang “The Brigadiers,””
in good style.

Then, Mr. M. J. 1. Quinn,  amid
cousiderable applause, rose to reply

to the toast, amd spoke asgfollows:—

“I thank the president and oflicers
of 8t. I'atrick’'s Soecielty JTor  having
given me an opportunity of respond-
ing to the toast of 'Canada,” so elo-

quently proposed by ny friend Dr.
Guerin, Canada! What sentiments of
love the very name awakens in the

heart of every man belonging (o this
country! DMy [friend Dr. Guerin  has
tuken tu our race the eredit of having
discovered nnd of daving litst said
Mass in America. I3ut certainly he
would not claimm too wmuch if he said
set-

the Irish were among the first
tlers of this country; becatise it is
historically correct that amongst

those who came ih the middle of-the
cighteenth century to settle in Cana-
da, from France, were many soldiers
of that country who had been expat-
riated from Ireland.

“Irishmen 1n Canada! To what pos-
ition can e look, that is an exalted
one, where we will not find the name
of a Canndian. Beginning with the
names of those nwho came about 1750
to this country, we have shortly aft-
er the conquest of the country by
Eogland, in the person of Col. Guy
Curlton, g representative Irishman as
the Lieut.~Covernor of what was then
Province of Quebec. Within a  very
short time of his attaining that high
dignity, we have a struggle with the
then new-born United States of Am-
erica — an attack made Uupon this
country by the people of the United
Stutes, headed by Gen. Montgomery,
wlho consecrated with his noble biocod
the field of old Quehec. TIe was an
Irishman. So thot going ‘back in the
history ol this country for one hun-
dred years, we {ind two Irishmett
struggling under two different lags,
for ascenduncy in Canada. In 1791
when this country was united, we
find that Edward O'Hara, a son of
Hibernia, was rcturued as member
for Gaspe in the then Legislative As-
sembly. Iiven before that time we
have visiting our country as a Brit-
ish officer, a mman avho afterwards
laid down his life in the cause of Ire-

land for the principles, pqsaibly, of
liberty that he had learned in his
travels through this country. I re-
fer to Lord Edward Fitzgerald. '

British Empire that is. worth attain- .

Shortly after the dawn of the pres-. .~

ent century our shores were grated. by
the presence of one who waB not con-
tent dlone to be.ths poet of Ireland,




