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Y:EYIT S- ' ° tah1 the matter into serious consideration
ass orBo o 22o103% and to act upon some of the suggestions

made.
There is, bowever, a drop of bitternes

No.761,Cag Street MontreaCanadaievery oup, even the moet sweet;
ANNUAIL SUBSOMRION - there ie alwaye nome one or aoLer to
.................................... 0 fling a shadow upon the sunlit place,

......................................... 150 even though the shade be but a pasing
(CityWpbeha angda.nd unsubatantial one. We were pained

subscribrt.s Newfoundland, si.5 a year in to read the. remarks of Mr. Dechene,
vanoe. O DVETIE.M.P.P., on the occasion of Bon. Mr.

TOrg ADVERSE. ~ f Pelletier's reply to r. Kennedy in the
The lua ad increasng circulation of Tan atro h shI Wt htrav WrmiEsa " ranks It among the but ad• mater of thie schools. 'With that

varudng med.iuMS In Canada. courtesy which lasa natural attributs of
his own, and which we marked on many

A lnmitedanumaber of adverusements or &- an occasion in the years of our close
Tue eWT s" aUSo perlino, flsInserton, intimacy withthe Provincial Secretary,
and 10a per lino each ubsequent InserUon. Hon. Mr. Pelletier replied in Engliah.
special ratea for contracta on appUcatnoil. Mr. Dechene called upon him to speak

An Business letter, and Communication
intended for publcation,sahouldbeaddressedto French. The hon. gentleman replied
D. M. QUiNN, Proprietor of TUE TRUE that he spoke English for the benefit
WITNEss, No. 761 Oraig street, Montreal, P. Q- of the Irish representative who required

the information. The other gentleman

WEDNESDAY.FEBRUARY 15,1893 then thanked God that he had no Irish
in his constituency. We would be long

sorry to think that Mr. Dechene was the
OUR SCHOOL BOARD. mouthpiece of even the smallest section

of our French-Canadian fellow-citizens.
In another editorial we refer to Alder- Men of bis caliber are unworthy of a

man Xennedy, M.P.P., and the course seat in a legislature where the different
be bas Laken upon the " early cloaing» elementa of our cosmopolitan country
movement. We desire also to give that are represented. It was not so Mr.
gentleman credit for the manner in Curran acted when in theB ouse off
which he bas stood by the district he re- Commons he defended French laws,
presents in keeping before the Govern- language and institutions, and spoke in
ment the question of night schools in St. the tongue of thoe who were attacked.
Ann's parisb. As long as we thought Let us reverse the medal: we will
that there was any use in hammering suppose a case in point, and one that
away at the commissioners we kept con. might very possible take place. Let
stantly reminding them of the grave us suppose that Mr. Evanturel or Mr.
mistake committed in not even offering Alec. Robillard, who represent the con-
a night school to that thickly populated stituencies of Ontario where the great-
but unrepresented district. When it b- est number of French Canadians re-
came obvious that nothing was to be side, were to ask a question of the Hon.
gained for this year, we insisted upon Mr. Frazer, and that hoeshould have the
due representation upon the Board. courtesy to reply in French ; then that
Hon. Secretary L. P. Pelletier stated last a muember fron somae western county
week in the Legislature that tie Gov- should demand that the hon. gentleman
ernment was not responsible for the speak in English ; and, on Mr. Frazer's
over-looking of the great Irish-Catholic reply that he spoke in French for infor-
district, but that the matter was wholly mation of the French member, the other
in theb ande of the ontreal Commis- were to cry out, " Thank.God I have no
sioners. He, however, added that the French Canadiaus in my constituency."
Government intended appointing an What wculd Mr. Dechene say when he
Irish Catholic representative on the would read those~remarke in the press?
Board. This is at least one step in ad- Would he noL be .thevery firet to cry
vance. W. dedicated eohlmn after out against the "fanatics," the " bigots,"
column this suminer to the subject of " the intolerant English speaking ma-
representation upon that Board, we ask- jority of Ontario ?" And yet he leaves
ed for alaymuan and a clergyman to voice himself, and all those who sympathize
tbe interests of our tax payers. or else to with him, open to the same accusation
let us have a separate School Board of fanaticismx, bigotry and intolerance.
This promise of the Provincial Secretary It ls high time that here, as well as
is one point gained, and for which we elsewhere in Canada, we should come to
have to tbank the Government. realize the fact that we can no longer

Few of our citizens are aware of the exiet as a divided nation, that race and
trouble we took in this matter. It may creed differences muet.hb submerged in
be naturally supposed that we confine thegrand ideal of a Canadian nationality.
our efforts ato editorial articles and com- While we ding ta our Failliasd défend
mentsand public expositions of theiLs principles La the best off ur ability,
situation, and to denunciations of th we recoguize that we ara deatired by
want of fairness in the present organiza. Divin. Providence to Hve inicomnon
tion or composition of that body. But with athere whaee beliefs diff r, aud if
in reality that was only a amall portion we deaire that hey ehould respect aur
-of what TE TRUE WeITNESS undextook sacred invitutionawon muet grant td
taé do, sud actually -'did do. While, for ther the concession off respecting heir
thebeneûlt off aur readera we vere peu- tenets-even hougb vo kuo'w Iheru La
niug snd publishiug ail thosh appeals, err. We muet recognize thatIbaisyDo-
ws vere quietly working ln anotWer minion je likeunto a vaitocean into

iirection. We sent several private whichieny treames pour, coamingle
letters tahinfluential members off Lb. their waters sud are aost in one identity;
Provincial Cabinet, among8t otheis Lhe D bave streame offpopulation fromn b
Hon. Provincial Secretary, lu wbie.hwvodifférent countries off Europe, asnife
'nade ont the case tatbe best offaur mare poerful than olerd accordiug ta
abilitsnd ta whih letters we recevedtb. section of the country in whiht hey

ost d satifactlory replies. Beldes, we metud Lley should ail blond in Lb.
thebedine orterview rawitd wember e pof-thé great oceu of a Canadian nationality.
nGovrndeutlihen councils ere heldsu Ifthe stream frorn aid France bas beeu
w wefftre, during wich intervieae ebroader sud deeper than Lh. others

direcinesn eea rvt

àet e tmaLteras cleary as wo knew that -haveflowed mb the-Pro-
HolJw1en.reLo.al era that b.. t je, vince offQuébec, the streaSe ynram

'a vey reaconable dtorthe BrithehbeIstes, Loafounites bre

abiityandt whic leatrs e1h reeved dtrluaia noeriela
mos stifatoy rples Bsies we.

1-
been more exténsive than the others aM
it rashed over to fertilize and civilisa
tbe other Provinces of the Dominio
There i so much good found in ail tha
elemente of Our population, so0 many
fine qualities that serve to counteract
the leu attractive characteristics of each
other, thatno man, no matter what his
race tr origin, can honestly thank God
for the absence of any one of the com-
ponent part., any particular elemPnt in
the composition of our people. It is sa
well, however, that persons so animated
shonld express their views, it is better to
know that such narrownes of mind
exista than to go on giving credit to
others for the same liberality that we
posses, 'and to eventually find that we
were mistaken.

THE LENTEN SEABON.

Once more in the revolutions of time
the Lenten season has come, a period
often misunderstood by non-Catholics,
and too often not sufficiently appreciated
by members of our Faith. AUl of our
readers know that the forty days from
Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday repre-
seDL the forty days of fasting that Our
Lord put in away in the wilderness, It
is also a time of penance in preparation
for that greatest of ail events, or rather
series of events comprising the passion
of Christ and the glorious Resurrection.
During those forty days the Church
ordains certain fastings and other peu-
ances in reparation for the sine that we
have committed and in consequence off
which the Son of God was obliged to
come down and undergo the tortures of
the most terrible of all deaths. But it is
neither our intention to dwell upon the
importance of the Lenten season, nor
the necessity of obeying the rules and
regulations of the Church. We will
have occasion during the firet weeks of
the season to refer to these phases of the
subject. For this week we will merely
draw our readers' attention to the sig-
nificance of to-day's ceremonies.

Ash Wednesday is so called on account
of the placing of ashes upon the foreheads
of the people, to remind them 'of the
certainty of death and the dust to which
all thinga mortal muet eventually be re-
duced. In performing that imposing
ceremony, and in making the sign of the
cross the priest me-kes use of the words,
"memento homo quis pulris es et in puL
verem rererteria"; "remember, man, that
dust thou art and unto dust thou shalt
return." Wonderftully significant are
these words, and if properly understood
they should serve as a perpetual sermon,
an unending appeal to man's better and
nobler feelings, and a talisman against
siru a coat of armor to shield us in the
hour of the greatest temptation. Let us
analyze these words of admonition.

" Remember, man"; do not for one
moment allow your mind to stray from
the contemplation of the fact before you,
recall it under ail circumatances the
truth that should ever stare you in the
face, beware that you never forget the
solern and undeniably true words " that
duEst thou art." You are composed of
Clay, of the most perishable of material,
and it is fashioned byhe Hand of God
into the most beautiful of earthly forme.
It i the spirit that animates that dust
which gives il the light, the power, the
beauty that it possesses, and the moment
that spirit departs, just as surely as from
dust you came,:so certainly "unto dust
thon shalt return." The light ie ex-
tinguished and the lamp i jshattered;
the spirit has gone back to the eternal
source whence it originally came, and
the casement Lha1 held it is now merely
the clay from which it wyas originally
made. You may be buried in the sands
of the desert and your- remains b.

soarched ..ino nothingnéw,7on DIaY b.
eatu into the deptba of thêeccean, and
your body become the prey offe esIae,
you. nay be interred in nome rock
formationwbere the chemical process of
petrifaction Will take place; it matters
not where, or how, or when, but one
thing is certain, those remans shal
eventually become pulverized, they shahl
finally be reduced to mere dust. This i
not a matter of Faith, it is not a truth
that religion calis upon us to accept as a
dogma, without any tangible evidence of
its reality; it is demonstrated by the ex-
perience of aIl times. Do you seek LIe
proof of the fact that you shall return
to dust?

Come to yonder cemetery and you
cannot find one, in all that vast city o
the dead, that bas not been reduced to
ahes. Go into tue vaults of the great
cathedrals, descend juo the winding
labyrinth of te.cataconbs, ai every
step you are confronted with evidences
of the great and undeniable truth that
"unto dust thon ehalt retturn." It is a
condemnation that sweers the whole
human race; rich or poor, great or small,
king or beggar, all, without exception,
have had to unadergo the same process of
decomposition, off retiluCtin Leto dust.
Penetrate the inuer chamibers of the
great Egyptian monumeiail, and there in
the sarcophagi, are to be found the
mummies tat have continued to exist,
in their embalmed state, for three, and
even four thousand yeara. Unwrap one
of the bands, expose the form t the air
and light, and immediately it crunbles
into dust. Vainly bas the inventive
faculty of man ransacked the secrets of
science in order to counteract (hat uni-
versal return to dust, but the genius of
man ias fallen down impotent in pre-
sence of the supreme law, while science
has been confounded by the perpetual
recurrence of the same ryeults.

A sad prospect, indced, for poor, frail
humanity ! To be born in pains, to
struggle for a few years ininmisery, to die,
at last, in sufferings, and to be reduced
to dust. The Atheist, the Materialist,
the Freethinker muât certainly shudder
when he reflects-if ever he does reflect
-upon this inglorious Lermnination of so
promising a career. IL is painfully true
and we cannot bear to realize that it
must eventually come tous all. To have
lived a short space, to have attempted
much and accomplished nothing and to
go down into the eurth without any pros-
pect beyond mouldering in the dust.
Perchance a few may not go downI

" Unwept, unlonored and unsung,"
but even the tears are short-lived, they
cannot last beyond the life of the sorrow
ing one, theb honors are -uselers, and the
song cannot be beard by the ear that is
reduced to ashes. What a dreary,'miser-
able prospect for the unfortunate, un-
believing Atheist, the man who lias no
soul, or thinks lie bas none, who believes
in no God, or attempts to deny Him.

But for the Catholic, the one with a
pure and honest Faith, a sincere Hope
and a fervent Charity, what a glorious
prospect even in this reduction to the
dust! The sun of life may go down into
the great gulf of the tomb, but it imme-
diately appeare uponL the horizon of an
unending day beyond. That dust is
gathered by theb ands of angels, in the
fulness of time, and at the sound of the
last trumpet the bodies of the millions
shall arise, not as they went down, but
glorified in all the perfection of spiritu-
ality. Time ball be lost in Eternity,
Mortality shall be merged in Imniortality,
the Corporalsliall becomeas the Spiritual,
and each particular grain of that dust
sball be a. prism-upon> which the 'rays pf
God's glory shahl play, thoi.eby lending
t t he body the.infinite splendorof

.- ountless inconceivlble beauies -;l-


