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I.

TIhe virgin ray, young, eoy and lushing, trips
Along the fields wihh downeast, noclest eves-
And, looking roundlier with asweet surprise,

Smiles to beliold lie delicate, green tips
Of tender leaves, and lhuds that ope their ilps

To the moist kisses of the aimorous air,
Whose rival is teic be. Oh, false and fair

To yield vour lhonev-dew to wanton sips I
"l'le s-ky is angry witlh unîgrateful May,

Tlat shie lier blooming favours thus bestows--
And sa keenc darts froninîsty quiver throws

And tel Spring's darling weeps the morn away.
Capricious nynph li At ove no mure sle plains;
For other, flattering airs, comie whispering softer straits I

Il.

Tie birds sing checrily, the streamlets shout
As if in eclio-tones are all around-

The air is filled wi;h ne pervading sound
Of nerriment. Bright creatures flit about-

Sliglht spears oft emerald glitter from the ground,
And freqtent flowers, likliens cf blooi are fund;

A id, fron ithe invisible army of fair tlhîings,
Floats a loiw muirmur like a distant sea!

I h1ear the clarions of the insect-kings
Marlal thieir busy colhorts on the lca.

Life, lire ii action-'tis ail music, aIll-
From the enliiveniing cry ofchildren fee

To Ite swift clash of waters as thley fial';
Rl eased by tllee, oh Spring, ta glua, wild liberty

PRA1 111E SKETCHIES.

Co xcu.s.-i t was on te fifhl day of our travel homewî'ard,
after leaving San i\Iignel, vien the mounîtains iwere slowly lessen-
ng lbeliiind us, anditar away bel're us stretched tthe great plains,

hiat our attention was attractedi at about eleven o'clock, A. M. by
tlie appenranîce of some threc or four objects in motion at a great
distance away ta our riglht. A fuw' indistinct spots appearei which
wvouîld scarcely have been discernable at all had tliey not been in
inotion. We conîtiniued on our 'ay witlh our oves fixed on thc far
fr horizon where these objects wvere seen, not apprehending dan-
ger ; though being lain aegion mucli freqiented by iuarauding
tri4s; we felt prohably a sufficient mingling of apprelhension ta
enliveù Our curiosity. It w'as soon evident tlhat what wesaw coutil
îlat lie a bulialo, and a very few moments more brouglht us ta the
con'ction thiat a band o wil liorses w'ere approaching lis, fur the
sivift and gracefuîl lope of lIat animal becaine discernile, and as
those in adi irvae rose more distinctly into sight, other spots appear-
ed lbelind, and little knots oft ive or six were scen scattered about
the sane portion of the prairie, ail seemingli moving toward whcere

Suidudenly one tof' Ue Mexican soldiers, w lo had ridlen off to
so ie dstancel for the purpose of seanning more nearly the ad-
vaîneing objects, nwas seen to tin'î and mke back toward the cara-
vai, seeinimglv in great confusion and surprise. When inear
11nough to mak'e Ihimself heard, hle shouted te us, " ladias ! Iadios!

nanches I Camanches!P" and instanîtly the wagons were drawn

il;). forming a corral, into whlieli all the loose animîals vere driven.
j ieut. Hleriandez who commaiided our escort of twentî'-live sol-
diers, furnislhedl is by the Governor of Santa Fe, gave us nowr a
spîcimen of lhsris military capacities, and set about arranging for (e-
fonce witih great cooiess and deliberation. Sane description of
tiese soldiers is nîecessary, as also the -condition raid strength ofour
whbule pîarty.

There were GCe leaders, eci of woi emiployed froin fi ve to
ten retainers or attendants. The chief of these leaders is entitled
to iirst attention. le al ways rode a more tian ordiiinary sized mule,
rathier roughtlooking, but very docile and very stroig. Ilisheavy
saddle w'as ornamentcd with brass and silver lhcaded nails, driven
into the higlh puinmnel and back, and forming f.ciful but unmenn-

ing devices. The bridte-tlhe wooclen stirrups, with thcir thick
andi1 lhcavy leather gtards-the Spani'sh bit, locking the poor ani-
nîal's mouthi up, nuit suirering it toeat or drink', w'iti the j ing-
ling ornaments iangingi uniter the jawr-the skins hanging from the
pînmmnel, guar'ding the rider's legs froin sui, and raiin, and col,-
ail thes. were more or less decorate'd with knohs and plates of fine
silver, but se coarsely iorked as ta look no better than as many
bits of tii. Don Jose, upio lis nmule, iras a very formidable look-
ig personl for onc whoa wvasso comîpletely inofiensive. Hc wras mas-

ter uof a v'ery' beauîtiful ami very old double-barreled shont guni, raid
dito Ibroadsword. Thiese wîerc inviariably every morninîg fastened
securely te the pummel ut' bis saddlie, ad taken aon'aîgainî at night,
b'y a servanît; andi the wrriter, uipon thtis emiergem'ey, fiding .Don
J/ose ini saime perplexity with bis wecapens, iwent to lhis assistance, and
f£unîd that Uhe sho-gun wras entirely useless, the nipples being broe-
ken anîd tilled ithd fragments et' caps, and the broad swrord wras se
rustcd within thte scabbardt, that ne eflbrt could extricate it, aind it
was înot actually drawn during the whoîle course eof our travel.

Su:ch was Don Jase fur a warriar, ani sueh, wvith n little variation,

may serve as a description of the other Spanish traders and their

servants.
The uniform of the soildiers was as follows:-A round jacket,

and pantaloons open on the outside from the knee down. with

cufs, collars, and other trimmings of red flannel, leather leggings

tied round the calves and ankles, and coarse shoes. Their wea-
pons were-a short escopeta or fusil, a long iron pointed lance, and

knife stuck in the belt. Tlhey were all mounted on mules, and

each carried, hanging te his saddle, a Iong rope witlh a slip noose

at one end, and a hollow gourd for transporting water. They were

in truth as good a sample of

' A tattered host of mounted scare-crows,"

as were ever dignified witi the naine of soldiers, yet they mani-

fested little alarn, and havrig been placed in the muost defensive

order b>' the lieutenant, and tlh bUrass cannon having been drawn

in front of the encamnpnmeit, each man planted is lance in the

grouid, cocked his fusil, andi naited the approach of the enemy.

Five of the objects that me haid seei were now swifly approach-

ing us, and the forns of the Indians were distinctly discernible,

nounted upn tlieir half.wivild horses. Other groups were hurry-

iug on belintd, nunberinîg ainall sonething less than a lhundred,
though others were still rising into sight in the distance, and of

course ire could f.arm ne conjecture Of hoW manly were yet brehind.

The lieutenant iras unloubtedly a brave little flilow (lie was of

slender but sinevy noulid, well traced features, widi dark, flash-

ing eyes, and an cagle nose), and te is intrepid conduct on this

occ:isiol it is likel y we iere in a great measure inidebted for our

subsequient safety. After arranging the campu l'or defence lhe took

the bridle froi the mule and placet it in the nouth ofa swvift horse,

and, jumping upon its naked back, lie dasied off ta umeet the ap-

proachinmg Indians, ortlered io man te follow im until lie should

mauike a signal for assistance by firing his escopeta.

in a very short space of time he was at such a distance as made

it impossible for us to distinguisli his.form fron those of the In-

diins, unmtil presently ire sar him napproacht and ride aiong ini front

oftheL approaching enemy,lourishingo his short broadsword above

his head, the beains of wrhich ganced in the mid-day suin, glittering

defiance to the red inarauders. lera thte lieutenant touk his mule,

and a single Indian advanced te mcet him. After passing a few

moments in conversation, they advanced side by side towards the

camp, and in, twenty minutes time the whole scattered band of

Caniancies, numnbering between three and four hundred, had ad-

vanced and completely iemmed in our camp, contaiining about

sixt souils
They were imnimidated, however, by the bold and well prepared

appearance we made (thougi indeed îmuch of it was but appear-

ance), but the sigit of the cannon was most efflectual in arousing

their feanrs; and as ene and anitier came nearer, ta reconnoiter us,

their eyes were instantly fixedt upon the brass field pieces. They

sat upon their hiorses irith as much carclessness as thouglh they were

louînging an bufl'alo skins writhin their wigwams. Fromi men of

sixty to boys of tenl, ail seemed equally home upon horseback, and

tteir whole appearance was entirely diffurent froi any Iidians We

had vet seen. There was mno sign of civilization about them;in-

fromuî head to foot they were Inrdian-elose fitting jackets of deer

skin, cut out in smail cresents, wtihic lin a slight degree gave a re-

semblance of scale armour, long hair flying in the breeze ; and net

one of tieni iras without a bow in one liantd, and a bundle of barb-

cd arrows in the other, while they held their sligit yet strong

deer skin bridles in their teeh l. Five lunitdred arrowvs miglt have

been ltauneied at us there befnore we could lave fired one ball froin

our cannon, 'wvhieb conveyed so nîci terror ta our enemies. But,

althouugliof all the Inclian tribes the Camanche is most warlike and

damîgerous ta the trader, yet wai this party that now crossed our

path tioroigily frigltened, and Lieutenant lermantiez under-

stood their perplexity w'ell, and kiewr as wellow ta profit by lis

aid vtage ; and le talked ta the savages as though they wiere all

at bis meery, andl he couli, if lie pleased, externinate thuema all in

ai instant. They said they were in search of buffalo, and liad le

intention te molest us, uponi whieli lermandez told thien tlihey

muighlt depart, assuming an air as though le hai magnaniimously

granted tlhen their lives. They care little for the Spainiards, but

they dread the Americans; and the first question thtuse Indians

asked tus was how man' Anericans were iii our party.

Ilermîandez still niaintained lis confident denieanour, ordered

the camp te le struck, and-the Camanches, after hovering round

for two or three hours, at last went oiff in scattered groups, as they

had approacheid us. They iere covered from lend te foot ivith

vernillion; and as tuey Itsled along the prairie upon their un-

tamned horses, with their long hair streaimiig b::iind them, they

seened like ncunted flames of fire, and the veri horses secmed te

spurn the groundt, as thought they w'ere under the controul of de-

THE BUF}FALO.

WXe hail as yet scen only> smalil bauds et' twrent>' ont thmirty' bufla-

lu. 'Tli largest hld that hiat crosset uis·numbtered about sixty
or seventy' ; tbit thesse smnall bandis fly mn great fear at the sighît et'

travellers, andi arc soon cuit cf sigh t. It waos soon after comnmeneing
our mocrnintg travel, alonîg the Arkanisas amn Uic American side, that
we discoerede a vast numîber of black spots fan aira>' an the prairie

befare us. We hd butchîered twoe ceiws after a tireseme liunt thec

day bofure, and beinîg well suppliedi witht ment, ire detenamined ta
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recruit a little before we resumed the excitement of the hunt.

Gradually, as re advanced, the dark spots grew larger and in-

crensed in number, until our efforts to coint them were rendered

utterly useless. Stili we pressed, forward, and at about noon day

we found ourselves in the very centre of an enormous band that

opened a path for us as we approached, and closed again bebind

us as we moved along. We wrere ourselves as much at a loss tu

judge of their number as the reader will be. I ivould liave been -

as easy for us te stand still in a furest and couût the trees, as then

te have made a calculation, and the iriter can but say that they

covered the earth in all directions. The natural green of the prai-

rie was cbanged te black, and away te the horizon all around us

spread a dense herd of the wild inheritors of the wîilderness.

We travelled till evening with the siame prospect around us. Thle

iext day it n'as the same. The enormous band hnat corne from

some region yet undisturbed by the hunter, and ias then leavinîg

the exhausted pastures te seek fresh provender. This day were-

solved to enjoy the sport ofihuntinîg, and fromn morn till evening ire

chased the poor brutes about the prairie, killing the unfortuuate

animals in mere wantonness, as we ivere not in want of meat, and

the dead carcases were left te feed the wolves in the night.

The soundis emitted by these strange creatures .re peculiar.

They do not Iellow loudly as would be imagined from their enor-

mous bulk and untameable wildness, but breathe or bloi, partieu-

larly whien in fright, something like the sneeze'ofea horse, but more

sudden and not se sharp. The noise made 'by the immense bond

through whieh ire were travelling, conveed to the mind of the

iwriter the distant surging of the O îcean, or midnighttthunder vien

heard betircen sleeping and waking. It requires a swi oiaese ta

catch them whien put to their specd, and yet they nove.most awk-

wrardly, and it wiould seem witi great labour. Their enormous

shoulders and hump rise and fall, reiniding one of a tired horse,
awith drunken rider clinging te its neck, naking a bad effort te

canter.
The next dayv, the third that me passed in coipfany with - this

great herd, ire enjoyed a spectacle still more surprising than any

thing we bad yet writnessed.-The animals conmmenced crossing the

Arkansas. The s!rongest instinct with the buifalo, next te its

quick sense of smell, is te press forvard. One vill folloiw the other,

and never until the hunîter is directly at its 'side will it break its

track. Thus the instant one descended into the irater ten fallow.

ed, and ftftv followed the tenl, till the woliele extent of the river,

within Our viei', was black as the atnd ilthi the buliao. We

nooned at this spot, and for three eiours the Arkansaq iras filled,

witlh the buffalo, crossing so fast that they could not stop) to drink,

lest they shouldbue overw'helmed by the cro&wd tlhronging behind.

Those who have paid noattention to the narratives already given

to the publie, relative te this extraordinary animal, will think th,

iwriter is exercising the old traveller's privilege, aitl tlheir mnbelief

will be perfectly excusable, fur indeed the s'tory must seem strange.

The irriter only relates what lue lias seci, but noir listen to wiat

lie lias heard, anuiilwat lie believes te be true. A party of mouti-

tain trappers once, descendiing the Missouri through a buffalo re-

gion with tieir flat-boats loaded irith furs, were comnpelled to halt

four days, ta allow thepassage across the river of a band of bulf'a-

lo; and the river bèing deep and the crowd so great, lindreds

mere drow'ned, and their carcasseà were afteriwards seen bi the 'le-

scending trapjês li~ng amonrn the logs upon the ilands and along

the banls.-New OrleansPicayune.

TÈ ÌTERARY NOTICE,

1ro x V. MiaoM.

Master Iliumphry's Clock. Tie nee wic ork by " Bz.

This promises to be the chef d'envre of the popular author of

Pickick and Nickleby. It is iwritven in his richlest vein, or, ire

niay properly say, in all his i'ichest veins; for his versatility of

style, and lis excellence in eaci as it changes, are among the most

strikingl of his literary characteristics.
Master Humphrey is an old man, io, with certain cronies of

his own, k'eeps legendary records, od stories, and ther queer con-

ceits, stored awrvay in a favourite old clock, which ticks in his sanc-

tam, a time-lheiotired time-keeper. This elock suggests the f1-ý

lowing cloquent and touching passage. Master Humpirey says-

It is associated with miy earliest recollections. It'stood uîpon

the staircase at home (I ca'l it hoime still, mechauiiealiy) nigi six-

ty years ago. I like it for that, but it is not on thrat account, nor

because it is a quaint old tiîing in a lge Oaken case curiouslyanid

richly carved, that I prize it as I do. I ieline to it as if it wiere

alive, and could understând and give me back the love I bear it.

And what oth'er thing that bas not life could cheer nie as it
does ; whlat ethier thting thtat lias net life (I wvill not say' hem fewr

thuings thîat haro) couldi have provedt the samie patienit, truc, untir-

in; friendt! Howi eften hiave I sat ini the long iwinter evenings
feeling such seciety' ini its cricket..voice, thiat raising my eyes f'roîm

my book and looking gratefully' tewards it, thîe face, retddened by'

the glow' of the shtining fire, has seenmed te relax freom its staidi ex-

pression and ta regard me'kcindly; liew often in the sunmmer ti

light, whben ni> thtoughits tiave wvandered back to a mnelanchol y

pîast, hare its regular whisperings recalled thema te the calm ni

peacef'ul present; howî often, in thîe tead tranîq.uility of' night, lias

its bell breken the oppressive silence, andi seemned: te gire rae ns- -

surance that thme eld clock iwas still a faithuful watchier at ni> cham n-


