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to observe the day with special reference to the
resurrectton of Christ.

It is, in our judgment, one of the auspicious
signe of the times, that the Christian church is
coming more and more te make Easter the oc-
casion not only for floral displays in the church,
but for services having special reference te the
subject of the resurrection of Christ, and of the
immortality of the soul. * * * Whon Paul
stood on Mars Hill, that representative company
heard him gladly and with consenting interest,
until ha asserted that Christ had been raised
from the dead, when they immediately began to
sneer and dissent. But everywhere the Apostle
te the Gentiles presented this truth as of the
tiret importance connected with the redemptive
work of Christ. No infidel or. akeptie pretends
to deny that such an one as Jesus Christ was
born and lived, and taught ; but that ho rose
from the grave and conquered death has been
disputed quite often. It seems, therefore, both
proper and wise that the ministers and Chris-
tian teachers should seize upon such an occasion
as this te present simple Bible truths concern-
ing this matter which is of the first importance.
-The Advance ; Congregational.

EASTER THOUGHTS.

If the Gospel narrative had closod with the
awful scene on Calvary, Christianity would have
been impossible. That ready surrender of Him-
self, when Ho might have escaped, could only
be regarded as the height of folly. The absence
of any effort on the part of Jesus, te disprove
the false accusations against Him, would be
culpable nogligence, and as contributory to His
death, suicidai, uneess, as He claimed,. He lay
down His life that He might, at will, take it
again. Ail Hie claims te deity, all His declar-
ations, that in Him was life, every promise to
raise fron the dead those who trusted in Him,
were proved te he false by this sudden and
terribfo termination of His life; unlees this ap-
parent defeat of Good Friday had bean turned
into glorious victory on Baster day. Surely
men would cherish His memory as that of a
just man, but they would look upon that sacrifice
of imseolf as nothing short of folly, and as ex-
hibiting the fhilure of His mission. No matter
what might have been the issues in the spirit
world, of that mysterious conflict, on which
angels looked with auxious seuls, as a scheme
for the salvation of man, the mission of Christ
thus ended would have been a failure. Unless
the darkness of Good Friday had been dispelled
by the bright daivning of 'Easter; unless the
power of death had been vanquished by the
omnipotence of life; unless the life laid down
had een taken again, the history of Europe
would have beenfarother than it has been. The
mighty power of Christ, which has lifted the
race te its present high estate, would have been
unknown, but for the fact which Easter com-
memorates. The yearnings of men's hearts,
the hopos of another life, would ail have been
unanswered and extinguished, "life would be a
puzzle, death a terror and eternity a blank " but
for the truth of the Resurrection.-The Church.

CEREMONIAT.

Where ceremonial is excessive, it is a
hindrance to devotion. Where it is without
obvious meaning, it is more formalism. Where
it is a purposed revival of mediovalism, it is
waating in common sense. Whore it is the in-
vention of individual sentiment or taste, it is
fadism. Where it is without warrant of Scrip-
ture or Church usage, it is disloyal. Where it
is net kept subordinate and subservient te our

inward Communion with God, it is destructive
of worship. Where it bas spiritual au-
thority, it is a following of God's coi-
mands and a following of the pattern of
the heavenly worship, as shown for the direc-
tion of the Christian Church, by our Asconded
Lord,to St. John. Where it is one with long con-
tinued and universal usage,it marks thp continu-
ity of our Communion with the Church founded
by Christ at Pentecost and directed througliout
the ages by the indwelling Holy Spirit. Whero it
is in accord with the custom and practice of the
Church of Christ before the devolopment of the
papacy, it is net Romanism, but our own right-
ful Christian heritage. Where it is within the
authorizod permission of our owi Anglican
Communion, it decIares our liberty of spirit and
our loving mother's provisioni for ail her
children. Whereit is the outcomo of sclf-sacri-
ficing devotion and a Christ-controlled life, it is
a help te our Communion with God aid an ac-
ceptable offering te Him.-Diocese of Fond du
Lac.

A GLANCE AT THE APRIL COLLECTS.

(From the Aierican Church S. S. Maga:ine.)

This present month of April brings to us all
the Five Sundays after Easter. This popular
name in England for the First is Low Sunday,
a name probably given fron the contrast be-
tween the joys of Easter, and the first return te
ordinary Sunday services. Such a title would
hardly b in kooping with the gencral customs
of the Amoricari Church ; for with us, the joys
of Easter seom te extend over the entire woek,
and upon this Sunday, as the Octave of Easter,
a great part of thoir ]'aster music is repeated
in our churches. This celebration of an Easter
week seems also te ho imxplied in the Collect ap_
pointed for this Sunday in the Sarum Missal,
which road .as follows : " Grant, we boscech
thee, Almighty God, that we who have coin-
pleted the solemnization of the Paschal festival,
may, through thy bountiful goodnoss, hold fast
the spirit of it in our life and conversation," etc.
This Sunday was called " White Sunday" by the
primitive Church, because on this day, those
"neophytes " who had received Baptisn on
Easter-Even, laid aside and deposited in the
churches, the white garments recoived ut the
time of their baptism, and worn during the
eight subsequent days. Such persons were ad-
monished that they shonld keep the promises
of thoir new life, and the first words of an old
introit ("Quasi modo geniti infantes," etc,-
" As new born babes, desiro the sincore mulk of
the word ") aise gave te the day, the name of
" Quasi modo Sunday." Tho Greek Church calls
the day "New Sunday" in allusion to the re-
newal of the neophytes. Our prosent Collect
seems to harmonize with ail the associations of
this Sunday, although it was net written until
1549, and thon for the second Communion on
Easter-day. In 1552, when this service was
struck out, the Collect was also struck out, and
was inserted hore in the Prayer Book of 166t1,
te take the place of the Easter Collect which,
up te that time, had been used in the Octave.
Its subject is "Purity." and it is based on the
first of the Eaater anthoms. It consiste of (1)
" A declaration of the object of Christ's doath
and resurrection, namely, our justification; "
(2) " A prayer that our risen life may be one
of purity." All the five parts of a completed
Collect are bore made very distinct. (1) The
"Almighty Father" as the person addressed.
(2) The foundation truth upon which the
prayer is te arise-" Who hast given thine only
Son te die for our sins, and te rise again for our
justification." (3) The petition itself-" Grant
us te put away the leavon of malice and wick-
edness," and thus (4) The A'spiration, " that we

may always serve thee in puroness of living
and truth; " (5) " through the morits of the
saine thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord."

The Collect for tho Second Sunday is also a
Colleat of the Roformation, and appoars tiret in
the Prayer Book of 1549. Its subject is "Christ
our Sacrifice and ExampIe." IL le based on the
Epistle. and consists of (1) " A declaration of
the object of the Incarnation, naninly, that
Christ might be te is (a) a sacrifice for sin ;
(b) and example of godly lifo; " (2) " A prayer
that we may (a) thankfully recoive the bonefnts
conferred in this great gift; (b) follow His ex-
ample.' As " ondeavor ' is used as a reflexivo
verb in old English, n emphasis should be laid
on the pronounI "oursolves." This same ex-
pression, " endeavor oureolvos," is used in other
parts of the Prayer .Book. We "oursolves " can
do nothing withoit the co-operating grace of
God. Tho moaning of the word " endeavour "
nust not b overlooked. It is to make a thing
our devoir (the Frenclh for duty).

Thoso tiret two Collecte are of the Reformation
poriod; but the remaining thre carry us back
to one of the old Manuals, as they are ail frein
the Sacramontary of Golasius. Tho subject of
that for the Third Sunday is " Consistency."
We have (1) " A declaration of the object of
God's revealed Word ; nanely te restoru those
in errer to the way of rightoousness; "(2) " A
prayor for the nowly baptizod that they may
may avoid those things that are contrary to
thoir profossion."

The subject of tho Collecte for the Fourth
Sunday is " The Christian Anchornge." It con.
sists of (1) "A declaration that Ged alone Can
order ariglht our wills and affections ;" (2) " A
prayer that we nay love what lie commands,
and desire what Ho promises." In the original,
the Collect begine as follows ; "O God, who
makest the minds of the fiithful te bo of one
will." It was so translatod in the Prayer Book
of 1549; and as the Gospel speaks of' the gifi
of the Holy, Spirit, by whom alone the unity of
the Church can bc restored and maintained, it
i te b regretted that this reminder of Chrie-
tian unity bas dropped out of the Collcet.

The subject of the Collect for ile Fifth Sun.
day is " Inspiration," and consists et (1) " An
aeknowledgmoni t that trom God alona ill good
things come ;" (2) "A prayor for Divinie inispi.
ration (a) te think wlat is good ; (b) to perform
the sane." This Sunday i ailso called ' Itoga-
tion Sunday," froin the threo Rogation Days
occuring in the weck which it introduces.

WO have but ene H1oly Day du ring the prosent
month-that dedicated te St. Mark on April
25th. The Collect lirst appears iii the Prayer
Book of 1549, and is based upon the EpistÌe,
Its subject is " Stability," and consmists of (1)
"A conmemeoration (tf the service rocndered te
the Church by St. Mark, as an Evaingelist;"
(2) ' A prayer that we may ba establishod in
the truth of' the Gospel." The leson oSt,
Mark's life is th at, by God's grace, the weakest
may bc made strong ; for although lie icoms to
have doserted his Lard upon the firet approach
of (langer, ha afterwards proved a mont brave
and steadfast disciple, and has the honor ofhav-
ing boon the bosom compianion of the two
Apostles most active in the establishinent of the
Christian Church. He stood by St.P>aul during
his firet imprisonmont at Rome (Col. 4: 10),
and was summoned te join him again during his
second imprisonmeiit (2 Tim. 4: 11), As a
"Son " teSt. Peter while at Babylon, he had
the privilege of communicating a "Father'8','
reminiscences of his Blessed Lord's ministry te
the world, and tius the " Gospel according te
St. Mark " bomes more powerful as being
also the "Gospel according te SL. Poter."

THE Rev. C. Gore, of Lu'î Mundi fame, says:
"Improvethe Church; give up nothingto dissent,
but be friendly and sympathetie toward dis-
sonters."


