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ground that “men of 8ll creeds met! there ss
repreaentatives of a community in which all
creeds were equal.”

I trnst we do preach the same Jesus, or atl
least wo intend to do so. Bat we preach Him
win contention,” We place Jesus before the

eople in very different ways, and we disagree
very grievously about His teaching and His
ordinances. We ought not to ory peace whee
{pero i8 DO peace, And we muat not be con-
tent to * agree 1o differ” on serious points of
doctrine or praotice. Churchmen think it a
dreadfol neglect to. leave infants to die un
baptized. They believe that those who go
unconfirmed lose & great spiritual gruce and
polp. They think it profanity to sit at the
Holy Commaunion, They do not consider any-
ono 1o be duly ordained to the ministry except
by lsying on of the Bishop’s hards; and they
believe that the Holy Euchsrist can only be
colebrated by ome fo ordaived. They teach
very differently from Nonconformists about
the New Birth and Union with Christ, and
about ihe Catholic Church, and the Creeds, and
the form of public worship, ard the Communion
of Saints. On such points we must try to agree
to agree.

Roligious confusion is symbolised at Deut.
zxii. 9, 10, 11, by a vineyard rown with differ-
ont kinds of seede ; ap ox and an ass yoked to one
plough ; & garment of wool and linen mixed.
Theso mixiures God forbade.— Rey. Douglas
Macleane, M.A, in ** The Coat without Seam
Torn' :

CHILDRERENS SERVICE.

[4 Paper read before the Montreal Diocesan
Sunday School Association, by Edward H,
Parnell, Lay Reader.]
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[ConTInUED ]

The subject should be well considered arnd
turcly the Bible is brimful of aubjects and
pictures for children, it should if possible be
dividcd, and cach bead cornected with some
koy word or illustration, I heard s young
¢lergymsp ¢nce addrees & Sunday schovl com
posed of little street Ar: bs in a church near Rat-
clif Higbway, one of the most notorious
thercughfares in the Hast end of London, on
the monatrous sinfulness of poaching, hardly
provea an odif ying subject for such a oongrega-

tion. 1 don't know whether any one here ever
bud thke privilege of listening to the learned,
grest and good Dean Stanley preach to children
ir Westminster Abbey, the choir of the Vener-
able pile crowded with a juvenile congregation
incuding children of the blood Royal and little
wuifs and strays from the Orphun school, with
what attention they gazed at his kindly intel
icctual aecetic face as the preacher brought
down his great mind to the level of their little
minds snd entered into their childish thoughts,
childith habits and childish sins; anyone who
¢aw 1bis right will, I am sure, never forget it
snd wil), when he thixke of it, recalls the words
ot Coleridge ; .

“O'er wayward childhocd wouldst thou bold

firm rule,

Ard run thyself in light of bappy faces,
Love, Hope and Puticrce, these must be thy
graces, :

And in thine own heart let them first keep
school,”

The sermon may, I think, véry advantage-
ourly be catechetical ; but the questions shounld
be curefully worded 10 avoid us fur as possible
monosyllabic answers, such 28 yes,” *no,” God,’
and &0 forth, it will bo found usefal to make
the children repesat in a quiet tone the answers
altogetber, ko that the whole service may be in
the spirit if not exactly in the leiter of the
rubric at the end of the Catechism, which runs
thus : ¢ The curate of every parish shall dili-

gently upon Sandays and Holydays after the
2nd Leseor at Bvening prayer openly sed in
the church instrnot and cxamine so many
children of his parish sent unto him, as ke shali

think convenient, in some part of this Cate-
chism.’ I cannot leave this par' of my subject
without expressing my conviction of the desir-
ability of the leoturers of our Theological Col-
leges devotirg some time to the instruction of
stadents for the ministry {u the art of preaching
to and addressing children, surely not the least
important of the duties of a Christian minister.
And now just & few words a8 to the children's
gervice in the schoolroom, which has been in
troduced into wmauy parishes of & Sunday moran.
ing, and in poor populous places of Sunday
evenings with most happy results. A arole I
bave found preference given to the infant school
com &8 most snitable, because of its gallery
which enables the children so t» be seated as
to see the speaker, and I trust all galleries will
soon be made with backs to the scats. What
is more neceseary 10 growing ochildren than
back support ? aud surely if we desire the full
attention of the mind, we must give the body
rest, All seats shonld be as cowfortable as
possible, and 8o far apart as ‘to give ample
room 1o kneel and riso again withont moving
the seats, Everything vhould be as church
like as possible, there ghould bo a desk and &
lectern, and the cfficiating gentleman shoald
wear the Churob’s garment, the rurplice. The
remarks mado before about tho serviee in
Church will equally apply to the service in the
school room. Of course & staff of aduits muat
be cbtained fo keep order, but I have never
found avy difficnlty in obtaining this assist
ance, and the rervioes of an organist must be
secured, who it is to be hoped will train a
youthful ehoir to lead the services of this their
sanotusry. Oare sbonld be taken to remove all
things such as pictures that would distract the

attention of the children, although pictur 8 on |g

seriptural subjects would not be out of place,
and indeed might be usefully employed in illus-
rating the address as indeed, rome think, so
might the black board; but on this opinions
differ, and everyone must be lefi to his own
choice, And who ehall conduct the service?
Certainly, if possible, one of the clergy should
do this, and in some parishes where three or
more are sitached to the church this is done.
But these instances are so rare that we must
generally look to 4 laymsn to discharge the
daty. And the qualificatior s needed are great,
and must in & groat meusure be those L have
belore indicated. 1 know that to select such 4
mauo is a difficult task for the Rector. It must,
indeed, be the subject of earnest prayer and of
careful notice. The teacher who van best keep
the attention of his class should be obtained, and
an exercise of judgment will doubtless lead to
the choice of the best man te fill this important
post. The idea has long been exploded that
any ope can teach young children. He who
can arrest the attention of the little ones and
keep their intorest is & born teacher. Such a
useful Churchman as the children’s preacher
should surely be admitted by the Bishop us u
lay reader. It would give him the atamp of
Episcops] suthority and tend t» prodace and
foster a due realization of the responsibility of
his office and his duty in training these liltle
ones for Christ snd his Church. In conclusion
I feel deeply the importance of this sabject up n
which I have ro feebly touched! ¢ ‘That the
ohildren may be taught what & solemn vow
promige and profession has been made fur
them.” May the Head of the Church bless the
means nsed for bringing His little ones into
closer union with His Church., The fature of
oor Church must depend greatly upon the
generstion now under training. lnfidelity and
error rear their heads u blushingly among us.
What surer barrier against these than the
Venerable services of onr dear old Church.
These, if well koown and understood will not
be learned in vain, Definite Church teaching

is the best means of defesting -the advorsary,
The services of the Church are based upon that
Holy Word which is the sword of the spiris.
Muy we bo earncst in work and prayor that
our churches may bcoome children’s churches,
May they love their Mother Church and learn
to sing with all their hearts the words of their
proity hymn—
1 love wy Church, O God ;
Her walls before Thooe staud,
Dear as the apple of Thina eye,
And graven on Thy hand,
Beyond my highest joy,
I prize her heavoniy wuye;
Heor swael Com mubion, 8)lemn vows,
Heor hymns of love and praise,
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** Presbyterians havo been led by their agita
tion over creed-revision to look into tho Prayer
Book. Inquiries ure made at our Church book
slores for copies of the Thirty-nine Articles,
and rmeoting with the information thatit weuld
hardly be worth while to print the articles
separately, us thcy cun be had at so small a
price in ibhe Prayer Book, the Prayer Book is
purchased by some who have never had occa-
gion L0 postoess & copy of it hitherto.”

Although "those catside of our Communion
may be led to oxamino the Articles to sid in the
revision of their own formularies, thoy genoral-
ly do 8o under the misunderstanding thuy thoy
constituie the Creed of the Church instead of
being simply an offivial obligution imposed apon
the clergy. They are oot tho exprossion of
the Church 8 faith, bat an explanation or com-
mentary on certain dootrines, But they will
find tho prayer Book to which they are append.
ed, next 1o the Biblo the truest, safest and best
uide and instruction in the doctrines and
duties of the Christian life, It is the best mis-
sionary the Churoh can send out at this time,
when 80 many obristian minds are unsettled ov
astray on the question of cunfessione and oreeds;
composed .81t i8 of the devotional ulterance
ot the suintlicst of Gad's pvople, through the
centnries back to tho days of tho Pasalmist
King; replete with Soriptural readings; with
# conservatism which hss passed the ordeal of
prosperity and disastor alike with its unchanged
expression of Apostolie faith, intorwoven, like
golden threads into the forvor of its prayers,
and the oplifiing of ite praises; it offors the
one strong und central basis for the' living and
endaring uuity of God's people of every name,
Wo romember Losring one of the noblest of
our Bisbops, long since passed into Paradise,
teil the story of how a Prayer Book given him
while & boy, by a4 paesing swranger, hal been
the meuos of bringing his father's fumily from
amopg unbolievers into the ranks of devoted
Chrisuian believers snd workers, and himself
ioto the ministry of the Church of God. It
will stund overy test, of fidelity to Scriptural
leaching, tho nevds of dev.tional training and
utterance, and thorough giidance of the Chris-
tisp in high religions sspiration, dooirine and
daty. Tho Methodist Commentater, Dr. Adam
Clarke, expressed in fow, but strong words,
what it has been to millions o! other devout
souls, when he said, ** next to tho .Bible, the
Prayer Book of the Church of Engluud, is the
book of my understandiug and my heart.,”
The unsteady, or drilting cloments of a dis-
rupted Christendom will, in tho vee of it, find
their way 10 a safe and steadfast anchorage in
fuith, doctrine and worship. The great eireni-
con, which the Church offers io the rel gious
world is her Book of Prayer, and it will be in
the futore, us it has been in the pasti, an in-
eslimable blessing of all .who receive and
worthily use it. One of the mosi hopeful signs
of our time is that il use is steadily growing
smong Christians of every name, und with iv
the observance of its festivals and fusta,




