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THE RAILWAY QUESTION IN NEWFOUNDLAND.

By P. T. McGrath, Editor St. Johw's Evening Herald.

THOSE articles by Mr. R. L. Richard-
ersh; Son, M.P., on “‘Government Own-
appep of Railways,” which have been
the aring in TuE CANADIAN MAGAZINE
WithpaSt four months, have been read
the keenest interest in this colony,
Sibleere the railway problem is, if pos-
in . €ven more important than it is
sup ll}ada, Indeed, the ﬁrs.t.two papers
recel;;ed valuable ammumtlon.for the
Majp, general election campaign, the
ion ISSue in which was the endorsa-
the COI]- repudiation of the transfer of
ties o ONial Railway and allied proper-
ultimrom the state to individual and
ately to corporate ownership.

- *Wfoundland’s experience throws

tiorinstruCtive sidelight upon the ques-
the o Who should own the railways—
an ‘;"t_ry or the corporations, and
IYing alysis of the conditions under-
the °, OUr case will probably result in
that tl}?vestigator becoming satisfied
€ answer must be one influenced

by the environment and circumstances
of the particular country under discus-
sion. For instance, while Mr. Rich-
ardson makes out a strong case in de-
fence of the proposition that the pro-
prietary rights of the Dominion rail-
ways should vest in the Government or
people of Canada, an even stronger
argument can be adduced in justifica-
tion of the colony of Newfoundland
parting with its railway, under certain
specific conditions, however unpalat-
able that may be to the mass of the
people at the time.

Perhaps no phase of colonial econ-
omics in recent years has been more
remarkable than that comprehended in
the Newfoundland railway—its con-
struction by the colony and its sale to
a contractor. To bring an intelligent
understanding to bear upon it, the fact
must be borne in mind that the princi-
pal industry of the colony is fishing—
for cod, seal, salmon and herring, and
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