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' CALENDAR FOB THE ‘WEEK. EN DING sA'I‘UnDA&"
PR JA\*UARY ., 1871 ' '

Suxpar, January 1. First Sunduy qﬂer Christmas. (.Lu‘n:um-

cision. Bytown changed to Ottawa, 1
Mo.\'m\', i 3 —Capture of Grenadn, 1493, Gen! \\’olfu
: born, 1737, ' ' ‘
Tumspay, ¢ 3,—Gen. Monk divd, 1670, Battle of Prince-
‘ -~ ton, 1777, Josiah Wedgwood died, 1795,
Wepxmspay, ¢ 4. —Earthquake in Lﬁmndn 1663,  Rachel
died, 1858.
Trorspay, & 3 —-Treat_\' between  (Arest Britsin amd the !
United  States, 1784, Radeisky died, |
1858. ' :
Fripay, # . —LKpiphany.  Retreat of the English from
Cabul, 1842,
Satrrpay, ¥ L—Fenelon died, 1715, Allan Ramsay died,

1757. Battle of New Orleans, 1815,
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DECRUBER 31 1BT0.

ALREADY are the busy scribes at work saving their best

or their worst of the dying year, which at twelve o'clock
to-night will give place to the tirst of the eighth deeade
in the century. HHow the vears roll on! It seems but s

short, short period since on the first day of 1R7() we |
had the pleasure, for the first time, of heartily wishing !

the readers of the Canadian INustrated News a Harry New
Yrar! And again on the last day of the same year we

are right glad to renew the salutation in anticipation of
the incoming of 1% 1. Let us hope that the vear's
Aacqusintance between us has ripened inio friendship that
will ran throughout the years, so that “*we ™" of the 7 [
Neaes may ever he welcomely received and read by the
intelligent and appreciative

the individuals now bearing thess editorial respounsihilities |

have paid the debt which nature never fails to exact. and
of which she so frequently enforces promptand even pre.
muature payment against the journalist!
runs onthrough the years, cheating old Father Time out
of half his game, for while He would consign the vear
with all its wonders to the dim shades of oblivion or the
temporary resting place of fleeting
makes record that may., and

undoubtedly will, Iast until even
more. Thus what we scarcely pause to read to-day,

may hecome an object of great interest value
to  the Macauwlays and the Froudes of som: future
century, while the journalist who worked year in
and year out till his little circle was completed, will him.
self enjoy that oblivion of which he had robbed <o many
other objects.
and there is little wonder that at the «nd of each veur he
pens his customary sssault upon the enemy, telling not
only what Time would otherwise carry away with the (up

meamory,
in
Time

the press
a some

shall

anc

Yeak, but even foretelling what he wishes to bring in hy ;

way of surprise during the New., But the latier is Jdun
gerous work, a3 may well be conceived. when the start.
ling character of =0 many of the events just past, or now
passing. is taken into consideration. The very air i~ tull
of portents which even the boldest journalist will hardly
fare to read, o let us avoid speculation on the futre and -
cast a glance at somy of the great events in the record of |
1870,
In glancing over the record of the vear one is struck

with the number and the variety to be mer with of ¢
traordinary surprises. of results unanticipated. and of
consequencas {rom unseen or unappreciated causes. In

this respect, if it cannot be said that 1870 has heen »
vear of great wonders, it has indeed heen one of astonish-
ing and extraordinary events that will influence the cur.
rent of the world’s affairs till the end of time. A vear
agowe remarked that France had then been enjoyving the
delicions excitement of standing on the brink of revaolu.
tion. Need it be said now that she has had «ince then
an extraordinary recoil, followed by a still more teerinle
leap forward, that not only gent her over the hrink, but
left her mang]ed at the hottom of the precipice with the
strong hand of an enemy upon her throat! The |
dallying of the Emperor with his new constitution,
the restlessness of the Reds, and  the of !
the reactionists. kept the course of n
Frunce in the early part of the vear in a criticad
condition, liable to ohange from the slightest incident.
And incidents were not wanting. The violenee of the
Rochefort party in the Press kept the Government in
continual trouble and wnxiety; but the UIlwu--nnnmhy
still maintained a show of administrative vignur, ever
after the shooiing of Victor Noir by the unpopular Pierre
Bonaparte, an event that eaused much excitemens, and
for a time: thmatened the safeiy of the Empire, or, at
least, a strong nttempt at revolution in Paris.
pabsed ‘the Emperor, to avert a crisis.
old expedient, the plébircile, and on this, as on former

featyn
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The newspa per | !

portions .
b o

His is a fight with time and against time: |

As time | interests of the Western Powers in the Eaat.
ragorted (o 'hfw

{ occasions, the popular voto was ulmost unanimously i in his
! fa\'our- the revolution «Loammgl) killed and the Imperinl
d) nasty firmly es ostablishod. Perbapa fow had loay faith }
- in these popular deduotions than Napoleon himself. He
: mm have known more ‘correctly the value to put upon
the vote, because he probably knew better than anybody
elw the agoncies Ly which the vesult had been attained,
Certmn it is that the Empire was believed to have mkvu
. & fresh lease of power; but i o, what a short holding
| Early in July the begging crown of Spain was oﬂmml
" informally, to o modest German youth, of the Hohengol.
{lern family. The sequel was startling: ovents followed
i with unexampled rapidity. On the plea of a Prussian in-
: sult to Franoe, the whole Franch nation was elnmourtng
: for war, the venerable Thiers alone of all the Deputies
| protesting agninst the rashness of the Government: and,
jon the 18th of July,
| Paris to Berlin. This of itself was a double surprise—the
suddenness of the declaration being seemingly as reck-
less as the cause for it was unjustifiable. But then came
lthe goveral refloction that France was preperest, anid
A howevar the duel of the nations might end, Franue would
surely have the early advantages, aud on to Berlin in a
fortnight,” which was probably then believed in by inil
» lions, has turned out for those who eried it a cruel and
i hitter mockery. The “two weeks™ were speut by the
French in unaccountable dawdling on the German
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went forth the fatal message from |

e

Savoy, zmd I‘Lﬂlllru are pragr«mnmg to Hemuro hm atuhlo en
thronemen t.

~{n Great. Bmmn tlmro have. hmm tmv ovnntn of ﬁm-lm
sing interest,  Thae [rish Land bill received the Kinetion
of Parlinment. - Some efforts have been mnde to Improve
the naval und military strength of the Em;nrn but upor,
the whale the Gludstone Cabinet appears (o huve boen
losing rather than xmthurmy atrength. Thero hus baen 4
frosh stimulus given to emigration sen means for cheek.
Ping the growth of ;mupormm nnd there iy UYerY o

i

APlear.
anee that this country will snjoy more than lmuwrlv the

benetits Lo be gained by reveiving the outilow of 1]". Rri
tish industrial and sgeicultural olasges.  One Plessing
ineident became publie but o fow months sgo—qhe oon
sent of the Queen to the marringe of the Prineess Levaisy,
| with the Manguis of Lorne, heir o the  Dukadoy of
Argyll, ©-a noble scion of an ancient line.” This soei)
Povent in the family circle of Royalty broaks down g,
barriers of a somnowhnt modern but, since its institegor,
rigidly followed precedont, confining  the Prinees of
the Blood in their choice of nurilal umnptmir._wx-.r-hil. 1o
menmbers of uther Wingly or P'rincely Familics, ard iy
indieste that the Queen fears from the number of
Soversigns on the © vetired List* that a British noblenug,

frontier; amd during these two weeks another surprise |

15 # safer mateh for her (l'm;:hlm than o foreign  Prines,
Tn thiz judgment the nation heartily joins, and the nuy:.
tisls to be colebirated in Februsry next, will g daghe b
attended with regal splomidonr and rejoleings

[

]
i i I
fwas revealed in the fact that she Prussians were:  Our own Dominion has bad s calm snd poaceful yaar,
! .
‘thomuu‘nl\' prepared and the French were not. The {with abounding prosperity and visible progzres evers

| petty action at Saarbruck on the 2nd August, in which
H . . . - :
i the French were victorious, was followed on the 6th by

‘ )  er
i the, to them, disastrour battle of Woerth: unid

t almost every day after that battle up to tha avermenso

i

Dmble nd of September, a victory may be counted for |
Canadian public, long atter |

the Prussians.  The Emperor’'s surromder. and the copi
tulation of the army a1t Sedan on that day, should have
~ended the war hut for the grasping ambition on thi one
s side, and the reckless desperation on the other. The
' Redan afdadr, in connection with theaseries of events which
precaded and. apparently st least, led o ie, yot
mystery which the Dl the Em.
peror plan the destruction of an ATy, since proved (o
(; have been utterly ineflicient, and theallegiance of which

i
§
i
1
i

is
3 future must unmvel,
i
l

* Right divine of Kings to povern wrong

are well-known, would restore the Emperor? Rur the
Regency may be held gniltless of conspirsey otherwise
than unintentionally
Palikao Cabinet. for in two days after the Emporor's cur.
frender there was (Sapt.
Paris, and Jules Favre and Gambetts came to the sur
face. The “Government of Natiounl Defence”

4thi s blossiless revolution tn

in fact, 1t reigns without Meantimne, the war

- goes on, and though vietory has not always on the Latele.

rulmng.

field been with the Prussians, the war for the conquest of !
France, which it virtually is, is making substantind pro. |

gress, and the birth of the Naw Yesr will doubtlipss be

x- i welcomexd by the horrid roar of the Krupp guns hattering

r again=t the defences of Pariz! But can Prussia stand 1he
}rlr:’xin upon her resources necessary Lo accomplish the
. convuest of France? The coming year will surely answer
[ this question, for at the present rate of waste in men and
‘ marleriel the war st end from sheer exhaustion of the
fopposing fopees,

Save in Twly, where the absorption of the States of the
Church by the Florentine Government has ollowed ns 5
consequence of the war and the disregard of treaty obli
Eations, NOw 40 common among kmgw and governments :
cand in Germany, where the same (war) influcnes has
f crenterd o closer union between the States, and bod to the
ielevation of King William of Frussia to the title of Eu- !
,rm'm' oF Grevany, there are few political changes in

Enrope to he chronicled clurmb the yenr. A cloud,

! ! gootl deal “ bigger thana man's hand,” lately wrose on the
Eastern question, the Russian Bear, thinking the denth
struggle between the DPrussian Eugle and the Gallic
_fmk offered fair opportunity (o escape from the
Ctrummels imposed by the Treaty of 1556, But a Confor-
‘ence is promired, and, if the Cable news may be rolied
on, will meet next week in Lencon, when it may con.
ul(*ntlv be hoped that diplomacy will eifect such s settle-
fment as will avert the necessity for wnother war in de-
fence of the mtegrity of the Ottoman Empire and of the
Spnirn, after
long and weary waiting, has at lnngth found one willing
to wear its crown in tha porson of a acion of the llouse of

i

tor

H

and through the incapacity of tlmﬁl

has sinece ;
continued to rule in France with surpricing impotence : |

where,  The elight imterruption to the even tounr of agy
way between the 20tk nnd et Man, consed by the Fonian
raid, amd the weidents contoctad with it only served 1o
show that our peace was really on a Brm foundation, s

proved the willantey of our volunteers and the pateiotiag,
The North-Woat trontde which wo bnd on
cour hands at the begieng of the vear has beon poace

cof our peopde.

Fully settled, thonugh the military oxpedition of Jast sum

mer praved again the courage and devotion of
- Canadian volunteers. Trads 1 rapidly inereasing betawong

the ditterent Provinees, pew railways snd other publc

Cworks have beon astively prosecuted, and privite z'vlu “ir
" hus vied with pubdic spirtt in the onwand parch of o

cpress, The country has beon h'a; pilv fress {Tonmy polition]

he could only hold at too high a price? Did the Regeney  wtrife and mtornai turmoil, and Canarls has, during 157
at Paris believe that, with the FEmperor a pvisoner, bheen truty Llessond among the nations. May the past b
| the war could be succrssfully carried on under fac ulu-‘- an earnest of an eqinlly prosperous future!

which the Emperor himself had ereatsd ¥ Ware there:
t hopes then, as thore are sssertions now, that King Wil | LITERARY NOTICE.
glinm. whose ingrained hostility to Repuoblicanism and ! it
‘ﬁrm belief in the Lo Lasr axee Warps "Mr. Warren, the FEditorial corree.

L pondent of this able werkly journal for the United State bas
in b

: been the ity during the week, apd, we uymderstand,
- - L} Al

Pwade arrangements barogiving mose particular aftention t
* Lamd and Wany

ably conducted and popuineg Weekly, s ontalniog mach goneml

s Uanadian affnirs in itx columnx ERER R

cinformation resprctivg wild and mmn anbmals, piscioidtone

Cthe penltey vard, the addock, &el the ,«u)-;wh Tordy
H 4 . N .

filisengsed by men of roinenes

{ THI WAL NEWs,

Voo Soversl cngagcmenis have taken place within the past
v daya between the Freneh and Urossian armiee, bt o-
Dasual, St s dHealt to determine with which sids the advant.

uge lay, we besth clrim the victory,  The poddtion of the dif
: frs at present tean nearly as passible as (ollows
{ In the =outh the army of the Loire hag been out in two and
now {yrs two distinet armies. numbering some 10,000 men
Peach, and commanded the one by (ran, Chansy, wnd the oiber
Ly Bourtakl, De Paladines bas updertaken the task of mising
new devies, The pircle of aperations in this quarter has
becn confined Lo the disteiet Jyiog between Le Mans, Ven.
drme and Pioiz, which have boen oceupled by the nnmivs
inder Prinee Fretoriek Chaeles and the Duke of Moecklenburg.
P The fighting has been extremely irregular, consisting maialy
of 2% werbes of skirmishes, o which Chansy's anny has been
praduall v foreed wout\vmdx The Prussinns have not yet oc-
enquted T ours, but nre pushing forward fast in that Jdireetion.
1n the North (7en. Faitherbe, who was moarching upon Parig,
was confronted by Mantenflel, who had left Rouen for that
purpose, tiear Amivng, nmd after n sharp fight wa defeated
and mm;w\l- 4 to retreat, A Prussinn anny is massing around

C{erent arm

Mezivres, and it is expested that the place will shortly be
besivged Inothe southevast the Prussians grined a victory
at Nnits,

There hag b« ST DO m.'hlm;: around Iurn vince the 1st, bt
it appenrs thot Trochn is making prepamtions for x \‘I;.,ulll‘nnk
sortle. Tt is reports b that Dmerot Teft the city by balloon, in
order to take the commnnd of one of the armivs operating out-
pides the Prussien line. It is gtill said that the bombardment
will be commencied ghortly, ut rumour bas it that e Ger-
mank are in no position to attack and that their only chance
of KUevess 18 to starve the Parisiany into submission, thonght
the otport dofences st avein were subjeeted o n iu vy fie
from the Peusainn guns, apd this has been aecopted as the
beginning of the bumbirdment of the French Capital,
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Whete, Btack,
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