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servations.  Tn addition {o the allowance
of £500 receivedd from the general meteoro-
logieal vote as a chiof station, the sum of
SH00 is wranted anunally by Parlinnent
for the maintensnee of this Ohservatory.
The sum ot 24000 iy unnually voled by
Parimment for  the maintennnee of the
Obwervatory ot Quebee, of which Com-
wander Asie, RONG I8 Direetor. During
the pust season correct time has been
aiven to the shipping at the Port of Que.
bee cach day at one o'clock, thns enalling
masters of  vessels to rate their chrono-
meters.  The inhabitants of  Quebee are
also supplied with correet time during the
winter season by thix Observatory.  Dur-
ing the past winter Commander Aspe, at
the request of the Crown Lands Depart-
ment of the Provinee of Quebee, visited
the Lower and Upper Ottawa, amd deter-
mined the latitude and longitude of Point
Fortune, Buckingham, Pembroke,
Joarbiws amd Portage du Forte The ouly

other Observatory and time-ball in contiee- .
tion with this Department is that at the |

port ot St dohing NoBL under the wansge-
ment of Mr. Geo. Heremssox, The

time-badl is placed on the top of the!

Custom Honse, amd dropped dadly at ]

P Sundays exeeptind, thus giving correct |

tiwe to shipmasters and others,
of 800 wax votsd for this Observatory,

and the same amwount has been expennded

during the {
last,

Al year vmded 30th June

- RN

CONVIQT LLABOR.

We had veeasion, ones or twiee befarn

to teeat the alsteact question of conviet
labar in its finaneial and ceonomienl a

]w\';L*.

some facts and figures in the Jast veport

of Myp Jas GO Moveas, Dominien In-
speetor of  Penitentianes,

ment of prisoners af labor s threefold

l“n“«‘!’i_\'. to eregde o sdeterrent offiect li!!u!)T

Bimsedf, and on the wrinnal
socmdly, o produce o reformatory
effect upon the prisener; and thindly,
recoup, ws far ax presible. the cost of his
patntenanee,  Amengst gur prison popa-
Lation there b= lirge number of conviets

the conviet

(‘1.\‘.\' N

who are abhacdately wnable, or whe tind it

sxtremely diteult, through memal

phvsieal ineapacity, to carn their Hvell-

hood, even wibler fuvorable etremstanees,

Seme are weak-omtmled, others are sulgeet
to hedily dnfirmities which tnoapacitiie

them for work, md others again are it
sty for tighter kids of Lebor. These
people, even if they were ont of prison,

would still be, 1na greater or Jess degree, H

a charge upon the publie s it is, there

fure, lopeless to expeet them to repay by ;

thetr Libur the eost of their eustody and
waintenanes iu prison. Moreover, prison
Febor minsl alwavs be carried on nder the
disadvantage of being without that incen-
tive to fwdustry which is atforded by the
prospeet of  nmedinte benetit aecrning
therefrom,  The only stimnlus that ean he

afforded to a prisoner is that alpsudy men-
tioned, that iz to say, the gaining by his:
industry . n remission of some portion of !
his xentence, of improving his  prison
class, or that of punishing him i he e

idle. By steady supervision  very good
resalts are obtained by these  means,

There are, of course, prisoners, ehietly the
habitual eluss, who actually prefer any
punizhment which invelves a partinl reliel

from labor, to the steady industry requiv- )

od at their hunds by the mles of the in-
stitution.

Obhjections are freely unred agaiost the
Govermnpeut enteving the market as manu-
facturers and competing with frea labor,
This g, manifestly unreasonable, hut that
doos not - prvent such upposition having
a certain effeet. The  particular tmde
which happens o sufler from the compe.
tition of prizon ksbour is naturally Jond in
its onferies, and can always tind wetive
advoeates ; and, on tho principle that
evervhody's business is nehod y's -business,
this azitation is not counter-balaneed by
corresponding agitation on behalf of  the
‘publie, whuse taxes are coneértied, aud-in
aid of those who aet in the public infer

[hos

The sumn

Corrobomtive of our views we fimd

He osavs that
the n).-_ivl‘( 1o be attmned 1;}' the z'llllll({\” :

CANADIA

N ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

est,
tion earriedd that the masons and stone-
cutters of a certain city vefuse to use the
stone prepared by convict labor for build-
ing purposes. [ is 0 obvious as bardly to
vequire stating, that, as persons who are
carning a livelthood while free are comnpet-
ing with somebody or other, so it is guite
reasonitble they shondd work, and there-
fore compete equally after being put in
prison.  There ought to be, nevertheless,
some limit to the degree in which prisons
shoull be converted into manufacturing
establishiments. It s guestionable . whe-
ther such employment should be earried
on as requires the purchase from publie
funds of o large and expensive plant-and
machinery, the value of work done by
Twhich wonld hear - a great propuortion to
the value of the prisoner’s labor, because
in such w ense 4t i not merely a competi-
i tion agaiust prison labor but against Go-
cvernment eapital,  The cirenmstances ofa
cprison render the profit wosecondary con-

Csideration, and moreover it eannot be in-
stred that, ina Governouent establishment,
fthe profit will be always so narrowly
Hooked after as if 1t were privide property;
i s0 that the profit which should be carned

: by the public money so expended is Hable
to be neglected or forgotten, and this
swatld enable the goods made 10 be sold
at a cheaper mte, and s0 to canse undue
disudvantage to the free workimn, Many
of the disadvantages which attend the
bsvstew of converting prisons into manu-
setories are avorded by performing in
;them work required by the Government ;
atd certainly work of this kind should be
prefermad 10 any other,

tto s further shown tod conviet labor
cretders our correetive institntions o sotne

cextent selfsustining, as the vadne of the
Labor  performed eonsiderable
puttion of the eost of their wintenance.
D The gross eost for waintaining the Peni-
tenttaries, in [87), was S191,323.16, and
in thie ~ome perind the earnings of the
ceonviets  ameuntid
212707 per head en the average number
of 790 The net cost of the Peniten-
Ctiartes, after dedneting the value of the
Ceonviets' labor, amgunts to 390,323 .8
FRI3.6Y per head.
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The Boston School Poand has hit upon
faplan as original as sensible to save the
tichers and scholurs of  publie schools
from exposure on very wet davs. This is
Cwostorm signal of 220 struck by the fire-
alarm bells at o quarter past eight a, m.
The Boston Troreler says: @ Muny of the
masters are accustomed. on aecount of the
cwet condition of the chilidren’s elothes,
and the dmpossibility of drying them, to
Sddismiss the few scholurs who o foolishly
venture out at such times, The number
of these wnwise ones is frequently only
five or six in acclass of tifty,  Other mas-
ters never deviate frome the rale, but
require the childeen o =it through the
loug session il one o'elock, thereby in-
Ceurring great rvisk fo headth and life. This
signal will ot probably be necded more
than onee ortwicea vear, but its use upon
these oceasions hereafter will make the
Dsessions uniform throughout the etty, and
save our ehildmn amd  teachers from
runming great danger’ to headth, and reap-
ing no conunensurate benefit thereby.”

THE EXCHANGE BANK BUILDING.
Among the elegmnt structures of our city, there
are few i any that impress the beholder more
with its handsome and striking appestanee than
the building lately erceted an the corner of
Notre Dame nud 8t Frangois Navier Streets, a
full page Mlustration of which we presint to our
readers in this weekly issue of the News,

The - Fxchange Bank of  Couadn numbers
antangest its Bogrd and Stockhalders some of the
best known of our business men and eapitalists,
il takes a leading position among our monetary

institutions, . Its capital, is 1,000,000, The
prineipal ofticers are M. H. Gault, Fsy,, Pre-

sdent s P Caverhilly Fsgo, VieePresident ; R,
A Campbell, Esq., Cashicr. The Exchange Bank
nitug at doing a safe and conservative business
with- reasonable profits, rather than in making
risks and showy specniations, and under the ex-
pericnced nmnagement - o its Direetorate and
Casghier hay alvewdy seeured alarge share of public
patronage. T was eatabilished in the summer of
1872,

Te 50 great an extent is this opposi-
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The ecentral location of this building has se-
cured for it oceupunts of business pogition and
charrcter, without a notice of whom, our article
would be incomplete.  On the first floor are the
elegant offices of the

UNION MUTUAL LIFE INSITRANCE COMPANY OF
BOSTON,

of which C. B. Cushing, Fsq., is General Man-
ager, with the following statf, A, T, Hall, Esq.,
Cashier ; W. H: Hingston, Fauq., M.D., Mayor
of Montreal, and Waolfred Nelson, Esq., M. D,
Medical Examiners; Messrs. N. P. Harrington,
and J. H. Michaud, City Agents,  The Canadian
Branch of this first ¢lasy Company has beén es-
tablished in Canada for over a quarter of a cen.
tury, and has from the commencement done a
lurge aml prosperous business. There are few
Life Companies that ean show such a handsome
exhibit, as appears in their annual statement to
1t Jamunry, 1876, Divested of sl mere verbiage
it shows concisely net assets of over 88,500,000,
{cight willinns and a half dollars.)  The excess of
interest alone carned over deatl losses was 852, -
600, that is for every 100 dollars of death losses
the Company erned $108.12. The excess of inte.
rist earned over expenses is 144,456, that is for
100 dollars expenses paid the interest carnings
were 120,770 Total number of Policies issued
were 6,018, of which 1,237 were issued in Caneda.
These figures are worthy of the attention of ull
who oy be thinking of fusnmncee, asitis a source
of gratitiration 1o those who hold Life policies in
such u Company, fusuring, ss it does, to their
proportionate beacfiv a reduction in preminms
or hatudsome bonuses, as weil as complete security
under such careful management,

IMPERLAL FIRE INSURANCECOMPANY OF LUNDON,
MESSRS, RINTOUL BROS., ACENTS,

The security attorded by Fire lusuranee is the
k eystone of trade. . Withaut it, business could be
transacted within hut narrow bounds.  When
the important issues connected with it are Jduly
cousidered, complete indemnity with the lowest
rate consistent with the risk is what is demanded.
In none of our homwe or foreizn companies ean
this be better attained than in the < Iperial,”
of Landan with its subseribed aupitul of £1,800,.
06 sterling and assets of £2,222 555 sterling,
the whele of which, bear in mind, js security
for fire losses alome. Nolife or marine lisbilities,
In the seathing fites of Boston aud Chicago it
camre out with unimpaired vigor after paving
heavy losses, ot the tine when over (650) sixty
companios went down paving litthe or nothing o
the: unfortunate poticy holders. Complete secu-
rity, large resonrees, and liberal munagement are
the essentiad points to which insurers who con-
ault their st vital dnterests must ook, and
these are combined taen eminent degree in the
“Tiperial 7 of Londen.
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FORGET, SPOCK AND SHALRE BROKER.
Persons desirgus of buving or salling stocks

can obtain every information of the relative rise

and fallin prices in all the ditfferent securities
dealt in ou "Change for sonie titne past, at the
otfice of this gentleman who will alsa be pleased
to give the value of his experience to assist the

Judgent of those desirous of punchasing Cana-

dian or United States stocks or securities for spe-

culation or investment.

DE MANDEVILLE & 0., REAL FSTATE DEALERS

AND VALUATORS,

This firm make a specialty of this businessand
have always on their books a Lurge list of cry,
village and farm property for sale. They give
their personal attention, also, to real estate aue-
tion sales i ¢ty or country.  The hard times
tiave snade owners, in many instanees, willing to
covcede fu prices and terms, and good bargains
may now be obtained.  There has been no more
favorable period for vears than at present to
sefect, from the many properties put on the mar.
ket, cheapand eligible sites for business or resi-
dence purposes, while in many eases this firm
offer improved property at the bare cost of the
improvimients, not taking into aceount the value
of the ground.

JOSEPH AND BUBKOUGHS, ADVOUATES, BARRKIS-
TERS, ETC., COMMISSTONERS FOR aNTARIO,
Thiz well-known legal finn, composed of the

following gentlenren, Gershom Joseph, Fasy., and

Chas. 8, Burroughs, Fsiq., may be found by their

numerous fviends and chients in the north east

cornet of the Imilding, where, also, all business
conneeted with the Belgian Consulate is tran-
sacted, Jesse Joseph, s, representing that
government at this port, baving his oftice in the
sune suite of roems,

CANADA TANNING EXTRACT COMPANY:

This company has met with suceess where it
has been the fate of many to experience disas.
trous failure, The brnds made by thiscompany
have been thoroughly tested, and are meeting
with largely increas ug sales in Canada, England
and the United States. 1t is obtained solely from
the first quality of white hemwloek bark coneen-
trated in the highest degree under the supervi-
sion of practical meir, . The capitzl of the Com-

nny i §H00,000, and its works at 8t, Leonant amd

}lnlstn‘nlo in the Provinee of Quebey, give on the

aversge employment to 1530 handséach, indepen-

deut of the number emploved in dvawing the
bark which has in the past wanter smounted in
many instanees to 500 sleighs daily at cach place.

.

OLFE BULL'S LAST TOUR.

The great master of the violin has been giving
this winfer a sevies of concerts in Berlin, He
hias lost sowe of the tire of former years, but his
vialin is still, as ever, u living, bhreathing part
of his tall, swaying figure; how: he cavesses: it
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and hugged it close to him, as one would a
petted ebd 5 and with the touch of his gentle,
coaxing hand, draws from it such sweet melo-
dious sounds, such far-away recollections, such
tender glimpses of another and better world,
There is not the fine technic. of Joachim, but
with Ole Bull one is glad to get rid of it. It is
like the music of the Folian harp, to which we
Jisten transfixed, and eare not to know whence
comes the power that captivates and bewilders
us, This 18 the last’ tour the old master ever
will make, after which he will retive to his old
Norwegian horme.

MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC.

Dr. Liszt has just completed another oratorio,
" La Légende de Sxinte Céeile.” the libretto being by
Mine. Eimile de Girardin. )

Rosst will be in Awerien in the Fall, and

pegotiations are in progress for bringing him out at
Walluek's Theatre.

Joux E. Owess, the “sterling comedian,”” is
worth £500,000 and he aets (on the stage) ws if he wos
determined 1) have more.

Dr. Listz has completed another oratorio,
".L&.i Légende de Sainte Céeile,” the book by Madume
Ewmile de Girurdin it will soon be pablisied To Vienos,

Ox the 20th of February, forty years ago, the
opera of 7 The Huguenots ™" wax first produced,  Sines
that tiwe the opera bhas been performed in Pagis 501
times.

SALVINS pieture, by Frusebieri, is nearly
finished. Itixu wrand work, nearly lifesize, ad won-
derfully like. It will, probubly, figure in the Centennial
Exhibition—if finishied in time.

Me. Josgry HaTrox seems to Le suificiently
eatisfied with the suceess of his much-eritie
to try his hand st another play. He has dramntized
Nathaniel Hawihorne's ** Scarlet Letter,” and is going o
produce the piece st Neweastle. )

Tur Franco-American Union has organized a
grand eperatic festival for April Mth, procesds 10 he de.
voted to the monument to be ereated in New Yk hare
bour.  The nuslead eovieties of Paris, and, it is expocted
several provincinl soeieties will pacrticijate in the festival.
The prognanme vontaing a Cantata specially camposed
fur 1he oceasion by Gounad,

ANTONB PETITO, the famous Naydes Pulcinel.
o, has died in harness. He hod just made a enovded
theatre riug with buisterous latghter, and slipped tehind
the scenes for o dripk ot water, when he felldesd, whiereat
the andience becawe frattic with grier and Hepent.
A Naples, except the priests, turned out 6t his funeral,
and there wits hut one ¢xpressivn of sorrow heand, © Po.
vero Pulcitelio ™

AT the Opera House, Detroit, after M. Levy
haid finishied his waork, & constable cwized the great so-
laist’s cornet, w castly und beantiful josteument. 2ot with
previons stone, and hearing an inseription wing it
1o have been presented 10 Levy by some Furoge:
Prinee.  The cluim is for damages incarnad by o
ager ip consequence of Levy's fuiltre to mest engare-
ments last snmmer. .

Sarvint will wain play Skakespeure
don this seasun,  Proposals have Lee
reglised, wourld convert the prese

3 i ir which has been known 3
i the widdie of the st centnry.
This design is the union of Risturi, Salvich, and Rassiin
une representation, Salvin as Maebeth, Madstne Ristorn
ts very Iolian Siddonsy as. Lady Macheth, Ruasi as
Macdufl.  Agzain in another potable jnstatce—Salving as
Hamler, Ristori as the Queen. and Rosst as the Ghost,

made, v

ARTISTIC.

AMoNG the tressures recently brought to light
in Pompeii is o silver adtar, on whivh wers placed two
siver caps and spoons, the latter procisely $ike those novw
used.

Bomuay is to be adorned with an equestrian
statue of the Prince of Wales, as & mewarial of the visit
of his Rogal Highoess, swhich commenced and termninated
at thatcity. Mr. Buehm is the sculptor selected fur the
work,

Tur ltalian Government have decbled to res.
tore the five ancient churehes of Cimitile, swhich are 3
to be the wost ancient Christiantemples in Enrape, They
date from the fourth cenmiry. atid conlain remarkabie
mnral paintings and sculptures,

A Scoteh lassie, while watehing ber father's
sheep ut Glenquiich in the Perthshine Highiands firand
on a rocky shelf a vuse, almost coversd by moss and
ferns, econtaining severnl hundred coins ot copper aud
silver, of the date of 1671, 813 in guod proservation,

Tur Muanich Roval Academy of Fine Arts has
ju ackuowledrment of the merit of his picture, » Marie
Stuart.” conferred upon the antist. David Neal, " the
great sitver medal.” This is the grand prize of the Royul
Aesdemy, sl Mr. Neal higs the honor of being the firsi
American artist to whom this prize ns been awanded,

Pror. GroRGE STEPHENS, ol Uspenhugen
hepes to priblish, in May. s pamphiet on, and chemityp’
of w Runic monelith lately dig up in Sweden, which
wits raisedd to the memory of men, vne of whom dies?
fighting umler Extl Siwunl against Macbeth.  This siona
is thus the nldest re ont known, conpectat wich the ob.
scure history of Shakespeare’s herv,

CANADIAN TLLUSTRATEDR NEWs,—This favorite home
Journal contains this week n eapital politival cartoon,
eutitled  After the Lust Reand,” It represents o prize
ring, surconinded by spectators, wmong whom mauy weil
Kknown Parliamentary profiles are recugnizist, * Lo the in-
teriar of the ring. Mr. Mackenzie appears as the chane.
pion, after the fight, baving apprrently sustained very
little damage, althmgrh Mr, Blake on one side foels his
misele and Mro Cartwright ou the other exmnines his
Bruises with & magnifyinge glass—Mr. Canelon catting
the sticking pluster to be applied to thein, Rir John i
represented as having sustained some dnmage, though
«1ill uble t keep his legs, which in the case of Mr. Mue.
kenzie Bowell, have nitogether fatled him. The latter
goentleman is represented in a very foebleund dilnpidated
condition, in a xitting posture, in which he is held up by
L1 Tapper. who is attending to his wounds, The whole
cartoon . depiets very graphically sud amusingly  the
results of the late Parlismentary -trinls of strengih.
—Quebee Chronicle,

..o

We have to hand » very fine portrait of Mr. Blake
drawwn I exesellent - style . by that talented artist, M.
Charland, aid lithogmphed wost admicahly by the Bur.
tnnd-Deshamts Company. "Che pablications of this com.
pauy, tsowit, the “ Canadian  [Hustrded Nows? &,

tdesorve the support of sl who wish' to see real art take
roatin the country.” "To var mind they are’ infiuitely
superior to the more_showy und expensive enmuuutions
from the States; tow largely pateanized by the cemienls
tured, which Bave atways somethime vesrse, sginit sensaal”
in the vorves uf the linesin them o« 8t Juios, Q.. Neawes s
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